
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 

 
DEPARTMENT: Planning & Economic Development, Planning Division  
 
AGENDA DATE: Public Hearing: August 30, 2011 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Providencia Velázquez, (915) 541-4027, VelazquezPX@elpasotexas.gov 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 2 

 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion and action on an appeal by applicant regarding a decision rendered by the Historic Landmark 

Commission (HLC) in HLC case: PHAP11-00021; 4406 Trowbridge, El Paso, Texas, on July 25, 2011 to 

deny a certificate of appropriateness application for the referenced property, PHAP11-00021 (District 2). 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A. 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

 

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Historic Landmark Commission reviewed case PHAP11-00021 on July 25, 2011 and recommended denial by 

a vote of 4-2. 

 

 

 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
 
 

 

LEGAL:  (if required) N/A FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:  Mathew S. McElroy____________________________ 

      Deputy Director- Planning & Economic Development 

 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PLANNING DIVISION 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
DATE:  August 9, 2011 

 

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

  Joyce Wilson, City Manager   

 

FROM: Providencia Velázquez, Historic Preservation Officer 

 
SUBJECT: Appeal of Historic Landmark Commission decision regarding PHAP11-00021 

 

 

The Historic Landmark Commission (HLC), on July 25, 2011, voted 4-2 to DENY the certificate of 

appropriateness application for the legalization of a circular driveway, built without permits, for the home located at 

4406 Trowbridge Drive within the Austin Terrace Historic District. 

 

The HLC found that the proposal does not comply not comply with the historic guidelines regarding driveways, 

especially for this type of house and that the request was brought before Commissioners after construction; 

therefore, Commissioners were not allowed to comment on the design prior to the installation of the driveway.  

Based on the administrative review guidelines: 

 

• A circular driveway may be appropriate for a large lot or one several feet above street level. 

• Grass and sod may be removed from front yards, side yards on a corner and parkways provided that no 

more than 50% of the area is covered with gravel or other masonry. 

 

Attachments:  Appeal Letter, Staff Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPEAL LETTER 

 

 



 
APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED 

 
 

  
 
 



 
APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED 

 

  



 
APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED 

  
 
 
 
 



 
APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED 

 



    
 

PHAP11-00021 
 
Date: July 25 2011 
Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness 
Property Owner: Herlinda Montano 
Representative: Herlinda Montano 
Legal Description: Being 91 Government Hill 29 & 30 (7000 Sq Ft), City of El Paso, El Paso 

County, Texas 
Historic District: Austin Terrace 
Location: 4406 Trowbridge 
Representative District:       #2 
Existing Zoning: R-4/H 
Year Built: 1918 
Historic Status: Contributing 
Request: Legalization of a circular driveway in the front yard. 
Application Filed: 6/15/2011 
45 Day Expiration: 7/30/2011 
 

ITEM #1 
 

 



 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
The applicant seeks approval for: 
 

The legalization of a circular driveway in the front yard. 
 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL of the proposed scope 
of work, with modifications, based on the following recommendations: 

 
 

The Administrative Design Guidelines recommend the following: 
 

• Driveways and walks may be widened or added as part of a landscaping 
plan. 

 

• A circular driveway may be appropriate for a large lot or one several feet 
above the street level. 

 

• Grass and sod may be removed from front yards, side yards on a corner 
and parkways provided that no more than 50% of the area is covered with 
gravel or other masonry.  

 
 

The Magoffin Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following: 
 

• Effort should be taken to maintain the use of the original parking area. 
 

• When repair or replacement is required, the existing garage or driveway 
should be replaced in kind. 

 

• Paved areas for driveways should be kept to a minimum. 
 
Staff recommends that the proposal be modified to remove the circular driveway, construct a new 
driveway on the west side of the property leading up to the existing ramp, and that at least 50% of the 
front yard be covered with landscaping as per the guidelines. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AERIAL MAP 
 

 
 
 
 



PHAP11-00020                   1 June 21, 2011 

PLAN AND DETAILS OF CIRCULAR DRIVEWAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



PHAP11-00020                   2 June 21, 2011 

PHOTOGRAPH OF MAIN FAÇADE AND DRIVEWAY 
 

 
 
 
 












