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MINUTES 

HEALTH, SAFETY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
2nd FLOOR – COUNCIL CHAMBERS ROOM  

August 18, 2011  
10:00 a.m. 

      AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order and establish quorum. 
Meeting was called to order at 10:09 a.m., Committee Chair Eddie Holguin present and presiding and the following 
committee members were present: 
City Representative Carl Robinson, Member 
City Representative Michiel Noe, Member 
City Representative Emma Acosta, Member – Late arrival 10:15 a.m. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes for the Health, Safety and Community Services Legislative Review Committee meeting of 

April 07, 2011. 
No discussion was made. 
MOTION WAS MADE by City Representative Robinson, seconded by City Representative Holguin and unanimously 
carried to APPROVE the minutes for April 7, 2011.   [Approved 3-0] 
AYES:  City Representatives Robinson, Holguin, and Noe 
NAYES: None  
NOT PRESENT:  Representative Emma Acosta   
 

3. Discussion and action to increase the number of meetings required for the Neighborhood Associations              
to be recognized. Currently required only once a year; requesting an increase of 3 times a year.                   
[Neighborhood Association Coalition, Mr. Ralph Cloud, (915) 592-5335]  

Item #3 was deleted at the request of Mr. Ralph Cloud of the Neighborhood Association Coalition however; 
Representative Holguin requested that the item remain on the agenda for discussion.  
The committee discussed the proposed increase of meetings of 3 to 4 every quarter during the year; however the LRC 
was also concerned over the percentage of membership participation, their roles, the effectiveness of the organizations 
and the need to have them.  In conclusion, the committee also proposed a requirement that the associations take the 
minutes at every meeting.  
Mr. Bill Lilly, Director of Community & Human Development announced that the neighborhood coalition and associations 
are scheduled to meet on September 19th to discuss a total rewrite of the ordinance which will include the proposed 
increase of meetings and other noted recommendations.  A revised ordinance will then be presented at the next LRC 
meeting in October;   Mr. Mark Weber of the Neighborhood Services with Community & Human Development also 
commented on the proposed recommendations and reviewed the current ordinance requirements of the neighborhood 
associations.     No public comments were received. 
MOTION WAS MADE by City Representative Carl Robinson, seconded by City Representative Noe and unanimously 
carried to POSTPONE action until after the associations meet on September 19, 2011 and address the concerns and 
recommendations made by the committee; and present the revised ordinance at  the next Legislative Review Committee 
meeting after October 1, 2011.    [Approved 4-0]   
AYES:  City Representatives Robinson, Noe, Holguin, and Acosta (arrived at 10:15 a.m.)     
NAYES: None  

 
 
 
 



4. Discussion and action on an Ordinance amending Title 9, Chapter 9.16 of the municipal code to prohibit 
maintaining premises in a manner that would attract or harbor mosquitoes, rodents, vermin or disease-carrying 
pests, including the feeding of wild, outdoor birds in a way that results in food attracting a rodent infestation.   
[Department of Public Health, Michael Hill, (915) 541-4416] 

Photographs were shown of a residential home in District 5 producing an infestation of birds to an adjacent neighbor and 
creating unsanitary conditions on their premises.   As a result the neighbor issued a complaint and brought it to the 
attention of City Representative Robinson.    
Mr. Bruce Parsons, Assistant Director, gave an overview of the current code requirements and noted that it did not deal 
with those current conditions;  Ms. Josette Flores, City Attorney, read the proposed city ordinance and the language used 
as a guide from the state statute to develop the projected ordinance;  Mr. Bill Stern, Chief of Code 
Compliance/Environmental Services, commented on the current maintenance code and their extent on enforcement 
authority, also recommended that the word nuisance be clearly defined on the proposed ordinance.    
The committee raised concerns over the proposed language on the ordinance not being precise, objective, and did not 
want to over legislate.  The LRC then questioned the possibility of using the state statute as an alternative and requested 
that staff investigate whether the Police Department can enforce the state law within the city.    No public comments were 
received.   
MOTION WAS MADE by City Representative Acosta, seconded by Representative Holguin and unanimously carried to 
DELETE the item pending further investigation with the city Police Department whether they can enforce the state statute 
rather than to amend the city ordinance.    [Approved 4-0] 
AYES:  City Representatives Acosta, Holguin, Robinson, and Noe 
NAYES:  None 

Mr. David Almonte, Deputy City Manager of Health & Public Safety, will investigate the committee’s request with the 
police department and also address the complaint in Representative Robinson’s district.    If needed, the item will be 
returned for discussion at a next Legislative Review Committee meeting.  

   
5. Discussion and action on public health’s recommendation to remove language from Title 9  that requires a  

photo ID card for food handlers and managers; ID card to be replaced with a paper certificate.                   
[Department of Public Health, Michael Hill (915) 541-4416] 

Mr.  Michael Hill, Director of Public Health, gave an overview of the proposed ordinance at the direction of the City 
Manager with the purpose of matching it closer in line with state rules.  The ordinance would allow the issuance of a food 
handler certificate rather than a food handler card and a food protection management certificate rather than a food 
protection management card.    
The committee concurred with the proposed ordinance and voted to approve.  No public comments were received.  
MOTION WAS MADE by City Representative Emma Acosta, seconded by City Representative Robinson to APPROVE 
the proposed ordinance as presented and forward to the full council for approval.    [Approved 3-0]   
AYES :  City Representatives Acosta, Robinson and Noe 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSTAINED: City Representative Eddie Holguin, Chair  

   
6. Adjournment.     

MOTION WAS MADE by City Representative Acosta, seconded by City Representative Holguin and unanimously carried 
to ADJOURN the meeting at 11:18 a.m.     [Approved 4-0] 
AYES :  City Representatives Acosta, Holguin, Robinson and Noe 
NAYES:  NONE 
 
 
 

                       Approved as to form:   _______________________________________ ________________ 
                              Deputy City Manager, Health & Public Safety                            Date 
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