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LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Meeting Action Report 

 
 
 

Committee: Environmental Services  
 

Members of the Environmental Services LRC: 
   City Representative Susie Byrd (Chair) 

City Representative Ann Morgan Lilly 
City Representative Emma Acosta 
City Representative Rachel Quintana  
 

Staff Assignee:  Ellen A. Smyth, Director, Environmental Services 
 
Date of Meeting: August 19, 2010 
 
I. Discussion and action on tire pyrolysis plant for scrap tire disposal.  (Ellen A. Smyth, Director, 
(915) 621-6719) 
 
Summary:  
The LRC reviewed the proposed tire recycling proposed by Alternative Industry Resources (AIR). 
 
Action Taken:  
The LRC voted to support the tire pyrolysis concept to recycle tires.  
  
Disposition:  
Company to work with Economic Development and Purchasing to identify the requirements necessary 
to move the project forward. 
 
II.  Update on air quality standards and attainment status.  (Miguel Parra, Engineering Division 
Manager, (915) 599-6235) 
 
Summary:  
The presentation outlined the City’s present status on the air quality for particulate matter (PM-10) 
and Ozone.   
 
Action Taken:  
The LRC voted that ESD work with the Departments of Transportation  and Planning to develop a 
plan of action to reduce the ozone level in order to stay in compliance. 
 
Disposition:  
Report back on a Plan of Action. 
 
III. Discussion, action and update regarding Title 9.08, Health and Safety, Junk Vehicles.  (Ellen 
A. Smyth, Director, (915) 621-6719) 
 
Summary:  
The proposed ordinance change would be in line with the State’s law. 
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Action Taken:  
The LRC voted to support the amendments to the Junk Vehicle Ordinance to comply with State Law. 
  
Disposition:  
Bring to the City Council. 
 
 
IV. Discussion and action of Section 20.02.1136 to discuss flea market vendors (Kurt 
Fenstermacher, (915) 621-6892) 
 
Summary:  
City staff provided an overview of the public input received from two stakeholder meetings on 
proposed changes to the Flea Market Ordinance.  Public input and discussion was made. 
 
Action Taken:  
The LRC voted to change the ordinance to require one vendor license per stall and allow for a one-day 
license to decrease the number of curbside vendors.  The LRC recommended that staff consider revising 
the requirements for flea market operators to provide for higher standards relating to aesthetics and 
cleanliness.  The LRC also recommended to have periodic meetings with License owners to develop 
dialogue on items relating to procedures, enforcement, and industry improvements.   
  
Disposition:  
City Attorney to revise the Ordinance to include recommendation(s) from the LRC. 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City Representative Suzie Byrd, District 2 
Chair, Environmental Services LRC 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Ellen A. Smyth, P.E. 
Director, Environmental Services 
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 Environmental Services Legislative Review Committee 
Thursday, August 19, 2010 

2nd Floor, Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Attendees: 
Representative Emma Acosta    Carlos A. Rincon, U.S. E.P.A. 
Representative Susannah Byrd   Ellen A. Smyth, ESD 
Representative Ann Morgan Lilly   Kurt Fenstermacher, ESD 
       Tammy Fonce, ESD 
Josette Flores, Assistant City Attorney   John Garza, ESD   
Ray Lucero, A.I.R.     Marty Howell, ESD 
George Lyon, Lyon & Associates   Mark Maguire, ESD 
Larry Rendon, Lyon & Associates   Miguel Parra, ESD 
Larry Lonzie, Lyon & Associates   Debbie Strom, ESD    
Rafael E. Hernandez, Lyon & Associates  Gloria Duran, ESD 
Bill Addington, EP Regional Sierra Club  Martha Y. Guevara, ESD  
 
Members Absent: 
Representative Rachel Quintana     
     
#1.  Call to order and establish quorum.   
 
The meeting of the Environmental Services Legislative Review Committees was called to 
order by the Chair Representative Byrd at 10:12 a.m. and a quorum was established.   
 
#2.  Discussion and action on the approval of Legislative Review Committee Minutes of 
May 6, 2010. 
 
Motion was made by Representative Byrd to approve LRC minutes as presented.  Motion 
passes unanimously to approve the minutes. 
  
#3. Discussion and action on tire pyrolysis plant for scrap tire disposal.  
 
Mr. Marty Howell started the discussion by stating how the City has struggled on how to 
deal with scrap tires in the border area for some time now and how there are always 
economic challenges of not being able to stop the flow of scrap tires going across the 
border into Mexico.  Mr. Galarza, Alternative Industry Resources [A.I.R.] presented the 
concept of the tire pyrolysis system which is one technology of processing scrap tires and 
extracting carbon, steel, and oil as end products with no impacts to the environment. Mr. 
Galarza would like to build a plant in El Paso. Mr. Carlos Rincon and Mr. Bill Addington 
provided public comment.  
 
Motion made by Representative Byrd and seconded by Representative Lilly to continue 
conversations with this company to pursue this option and to work with the Department 
of Transportation and Purchasing. 
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#4.  Update on Friedman Recycling Facility expansion. 
 
Mr. Kurt Fenstermacher introduced Mr. Morris Friedman who gave a brief presentation 
on the Friedman Recycling Facility expansion.  Mr. Friedman reported that the Company 
has installed new equipment in order to meet the City’s demands. The perimeter of the 
property has also been beautified.  A formal announcement of the expansion of the 
recycling program is to come in the Fall of 2010.  This is to include plastic bag recycling 
and additional plastic items  #3-#7 (yogurt containers, butter/cottage cheese tubs, clear 
containers).  Ms.  Flores, Assistant City Attorney, stated that Legal will have to amend 
the present contract to incorporate amendments.  Representative  Lilly remarked there 
should be an aggressive educational campaign.  Mr. Fenstermacher remarked that a 
broader campaign is to come in the Fall.   
 
No action on this item. 
 
#5. Update on air quality standards and attainment status. 
 
Mr. Miguel Parra gave a presentation on the status of El Paso’s Air Quality for particulate 
matter (PM-10) and ozone.  Mr. Parra reported that there are fourteen air monitoring sites 
in El Paso and five in Juarez with continuous monitoring at the sites.  Mr. Parra 
mentioned that the major source of ozone is vehicles.  Representative  Byrd stated that 
she would like to have a plan of action on how to reduce the ozone level.  Representative 
Acosta suggested having more car pooling programs or alternative reduction sources.  
Public input was received from Mr. Bill Addington, Sierra Club, who mentioned that 
high wind events have an impact on particulate matter pollution.  Representative Byrd 
stated that there needs to be more measurable goals. Mr. Howell mentioned that revisions 
to the City’s grading ordinance will help alleviate the issue of blowing dust and will help 
improve the air quality.  Mr. Rincon, EPA, remarked that there is a Joint Advisory 
Committee which addresses such issues. 
 
Motion made the Representative Byrd and a second motion was made to have ESD staff 
work with the Departments of Transportation and Planning and to come back with a plan 
of action on how to reduce ozone level in order to stay in compliance. 
 
#6. Discussion, action and update regarding Title 9.08, Health and Safety, Junk Vehicles. 
 
Mr. Fenstermacher recommended to go to executive session with this item.   
 
Motion was made by Representative Byrd and seconded by Representative Acosta to go 
into Executive Session under Section 551.071, Consultation with Attorney.   
 
Motion was made to come out of executive session. 
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Motion was made by Representative Byrd and seconded by Representative Lilly to 
amend the junk vehicle ordinance so that it is in line with state law.  Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 
#7. Discussion, action and update regarding public input from flea market operators and 
vendors. 
 
Mr. Fenstermacher started the discussion by briefing the LRC on outreach and 
informational sessions that ESD has had with the flea market operators and vendors since 
early this year in February.  Mr. Fenstermacher remarked that LRC directed ESD to 
review licenses and regulations related to flea markets and how this review is intended to 
address public health, safety and welfare issues through:  (1) licensing, (2) facility 
standards and (3) enforcement.  Current regulations were discussed for Title 5, Title 9 
and Title 20.  Representative Byrd stated that enforcement in flea markets needs to be 
done more frequently and that individual vendors are the ones that get citations usually.  
Ms. Diana Ramirez from Rep. Byrd’s office presented three examples of open flea 
markets:  (1) Orange County Market Place (2) Paramount in California and (3) Traders 
Village in San Antonio  Brief discussion followed on these flea markets.  Representative 
Acosta spoke about issuing licenses to a space, and a one time permit that is easy to 
acquire as a means of decreasing the number of curb-side vendors.  Representative Byrd 
would like for the flea market operators to be held more accountable.  Ms. Flores, 
Assistant City Attorney, will review the control of rental contracts by the flea market 
operator and non-compliance by the vendors. Representative. Byrd would like for flea 
market operator to improve aesthetics of the flea markets.   
 
Motion made by Representative Byrd and seconded by Representative Acosta for the 
ordinance to be revised to require one vendor license per stall and allow for a one time 
vendors license that would allow a non-vendor to sell items at a flea market on a one-time 
basis.   The LRC recommended that staff consider revising the requirements for flea 
market operators to provide for higher standards relating to aesthetics and cleanliness.  
The LRC also recommended to have periodic meetings with License owners to develop 
dialogue on items relating to procedures, enforcement, and industry improvements.   
 
#8.  Public comment 
 
#9.  Set next meeting 
 
#10.  Adjournment 
 
MOTION was made by Rep. Byrd and seconded by Rep. Lilly to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 12:40 p.m. 
 
Notes taken by Martha Y. Guevara, Secretary, ESD. 
 
 


