RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHING THE
ORGAN MOUNTAINS-DESERT PEAKS NATIONAL MONUMENT

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso is directly south of Dofia Ana County New Mexico,

WHEREAS, the El Paso — Dofia Ana County region is interconnected in many important

ways, including ecologically, economically, and culturally,

WHEREAS, Doiia Ana County contains a number of areas of exceptional historic and

scientific value associated with the Chihuahuan Desert, Southwestern pre American history, life
on the American frontier, and emergence of the United States as an international power,

WHEREAS, a diverse coalition of community leaders, citizens, and civic organizations
have developed a proposal to protect these important lands as the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks

National Monument,
WHEREAS, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument would protect the
Organ Mountains, Potrillo volcanic field, Kilbourne Hole, Broad Canyon, and the Dofia Ana,

Robledo, and Sierra de las Uvas Mountains,

WHEREAS, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument would also protect
important historic sites including stunning petroglyphs and pictographs, the Butterfield

Stagecoach Trail, Apollo space mission training sites, World War II aerial targets, Billy the
Kid’s Outlaw Rock, Geronimo’s Cave, and historic ranch houses,

WHEREAS, these lands provide unique local recreational opportunities and quality of
life for the citizens of El Paso, Fort Bliss, West Texas,

WHEREAS, New Mexico, El Paso and West Texas all benefit by fostering tourism,
strengthening the outdoor recreation economy , and preserving the qualities that make this area a

desirable location for families, retirees, and business development,

WHEREAS, the preservation of these lands help provide many natural benefits including

watershed, air quality, and ecosystem protection, and

WHEREAS, protection of these rich landscapes and their history will support
multicultural traditions within the Mesilla Valley, enhance understanding of New Mexico, Texas,
and the American West, and benefit all communities within the region by fostering tourism,
strengthening outdoor recreation, and preserving the qualities that make this area a desirable

location for retirement and business development.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF EL PASO:

That the City of El Paso is proud to call for the establishment of the historic Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument in order to preserve areas within our region of
historic, scientific, and scenic value for current and future generations, and that the City of El
Paso requests that the President of United States use his authority under the 1906 Antiquities Act
to establish the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument.

APPROVED this day of , 2012,
THE CITY OF EL PASO
John F. Cook
Mayor
ATTEST:
Richarda Duffy Momsen
City Clerk

APPROVED ASTO FORM%

Sylvia Borunda Firth

City Attorney
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ORGAN MOUNTAINS-DESERT PEAKS NATIONAL MONUMENT

Why Protect Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks as a National Monument?

Cultural, Historical and Natural Values

Dofia Ana County is celebrated for its incredible wild lands and history. It is loved for its natural wonders, such as
the scenic Organ Mountains and the southwestern Chihuahuan Desert. It is also a cultural destination for its
petroglyph-lined canyons of the Sierra de las Uvas Mountains and well-known western historical figures and
events including Billy the Kid, Geronimo, the Butterfield Stagecoach route, and even training for the Apollo Space
Program and World War Il bomber pilots and crews. Doila Ana County is where the Camino Real meets the
American West.

What Can You Do in a National Monument?

e Hiking e Horseback Riding e Law Enforcement
e Hunting e Camping e Flood Control

e Motorized Travel e Mountain Biking e Ranching

e Tourism e Sight-Seeing e Research

What Is Included In The Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument?
Historical and Cultural Features

e Qver 22 miles of the Butterfield Stage Trail e Apollo Mission Astronaut Training Sites

e Kilbourne Hole National Historic Landmark e Original US/Mexico border from Treaty of

e Billy the Kid’s Outlaw Rock Guadalupe-Hidalgo (Changed by Gadsden Purchase)
e Geronimo’s Cave e Historic World War Il Aerial Targets

e 243 Known Petroglyph and Archeological Sites e Fort Mason and Historic Ranch House Ruins

e Estimated 5000+ Archeological Sites

Special Lands

e Organ Mountains e Robledo Mountains

e Potrillo Volcanic Field e Sierra de Las Uvas Mountains

¢ Kilbourne Hole & Aden Lava Flow e Fragile Chihuahuan Desert Grasslands

Good for Our Economy

Protecting the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks as a National Monument will attract visitors, tourists, new residents
and businesses to our area far into the future. Recent research found that National Monuments added millions of
dollars to the economies of communities close to them, and added hundreds of new jobs in addition to increasing
per capita income. Due to the natural beauty and historical and cultural icons of our region, Las Cruces has already
been recognized as one of the “best places” to live, work and retire.

e AARP's 2010 "Best Places to Retire" e Family Digest “Best Places to Live”

e Hispanic Magazine “Top 10 Cities for Hispanics to e Inc. Magazine “2007 Boomtowns”
Live” e AARP 2006 “Dream Town”

e Money Magazine “Best Small Metro Area for e National Bus Association “Top 50 Motorcoach
Business” Destinations in the United States”

Learn More - Visit OrganMountains.org to see maps, pictures, historical reports and more!
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National Monument Designation

National Monument

President Can Create

Executive Order/Proclamation by the President, under the
authority of the Antiquities Act of 1906.

To protect “historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest”
Intended to provide rapid authority by the President

Used by almost every President

Current monuments range from 1/2 acre designated by President
Calvin Coolidge To 80,000,000 designated by President George

W. Bush, and many include large areas of natural resources as
well.

Strong support from multiple states significantly boosts chances
for National Monument designation!
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Why Protect Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks as a National Monument?

Cultural, Historical and Natural Valves

Dofia Ana County is celebrated for its incredible wild lands and history. It is loved for its natural wonders, such as
the scenic Organ Mountains and the southwestemn Chihuahuan Desert. It is also a cultural destination for its
petroglyph-lined canyons of the Sierra de las Uvas Mountains and well-known westemn historical figures and
events including Billy the Kid, Geronimo, the Butterfield Stagecoach route, and even training for the Apollo Space
Program and World War Il bomber pilots and crews. Dofa Ana County is where the Camino Real meets the
American West.

What Can You Do in a National Monument?

* Hiking *  Horseback Riding Law Enforcement
* Hunting *  Camping Flood Control

* Motorized Travel *  Mountain Biking Ranching

= Tourism = Sight-Seeing Research

What Is Included In The Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument?

His‘tonca! and Cultural Features
Over 22 miles of the Butterfield Stage Trail Apolio Mission Astronaut Training Jites
Kilbourne Hole Mational Historic Landmark Original US/Mexico border from Treaty of
Billy the Kids Outlaw Rock Guadalupe-Hidalgo (Changed by Gadsden Purchase)
Geronimo's Cave Historic World War || Aerial Targets
243 Known Petroglyph and Archeological Sites Fort Mason and Historic Ranch House Ruins
Estimated 5000+ Archeological Sites

Special Lands

*  Organ Mountains Robledo Mountains

* Potrillo Volcanic Field Sierra de Las Uvas Mountains

#» Kilbourne Hole & Aden Lava Flow Fragile Chihuahuan Desert Grasslands

Good for Our Economy
Protecting the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks as a National Monument will attract visitors, tourists, new residents
and businesses to our area far into the future. Recent research found that National Monuments added millions of
dollars to the economies of communities close to them, and added hundreds of new jobs in addition to increasing
per capita income. Due to the natural beauty and historical and cultural icons of our region, Las Cruces has already
been recognized as one of the “best places” to live, work and retire.
* AARP's 2010 "Best Places to Retire" #*  Family Digest "Best Places to Live™
*  Hispanic Magazine "Top 10 Cities for Hispanics to *  Inc. Magazine “2007 Boomtowns™
Live™ *  AARP 2006 “Dream Town™
Money Magazine “Best Small Metro Area for = Mational Bus Association “Top 50 Motorcoach
Business™ Destinations in the United States”

Learn More - Visit OrganMountains.org to see maps, pictures, historical reports and more!
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DESERT PZaKS NATIONAL MONUMERNT

Management Fact Sheet

Kev Facts

The BLM currently manages all federal lands in the proposed momment
through the development of a Resource Management Plan. The same process
will continue after designation as a national mommment:

Himting exists in every BIM national momment over 10,000 acres in size.
“Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to enlarge or diminish the
pmsrhcumofﬂanNewManmmlhrem:tmﬁshamiwﬂdiﬁe
management ” (Excerpt from existing momment pr i)

All BLM national mommments over 10,000 acres in size allow motorized access.

All BILM resource management plans incorporate a public input process in
accordance with IleNlhmﬂErrmﬂmmiﬂBohsyAcL

Grazing exists in every BIM national momment over 10,000 acres in size.
“Laws, mgﬂahnm,mﬂpnhﬂesihﬂawedhyﬂmBlemnmg and
admmsramggmmgmmmlummﬂlhnﬂzm&rﬂs;msm
shall contime to apply with regard to the lands in the momment .

(Excerpt from existing momment proclamations )

Land disposal and new extractive uses are not permitted.

No farmland iz included in the national

By law, mlmdlsmtnn]mlaibyammmlmmmt State and federal lands
‘may be traded by mmrtual

By law, private land is not impacted by a national momment.
BIM national momumments do not affect law enforcement activities.
Flood control management will continie in a BIM national momment.

Numerous studies have shown an increase in jobs and economic benefits
associated with commmmities located near national momments.




April 27, 2012

Dear President Obama,

As people of faith and spiritual leaders of our congregations, we represent people of faith across
southern New Mexico. We are writing you today to ask to you fo designate the Ongan Mountains
Desert Peaks Region as a National Monument.

We do not approach this subject on the grounds of policy or politics. Rather, our approach
covers higher ground — the ground of what is right and what is just for our land and our people.
For many of us, the biblical reference to “the land™ signifies the inheritance, and the
responsibility, we hold as people of faith to one ancther and to God.

The Organ Mountains - Desert Peaks Reqgion of Southem Mew Mexico has been the gateway to
the morth from Mexico along the Camino Real for hundreds of years. Its majestic, craggy peaks
were a signal to travelers and settlers alike that they had entered another land. In addition, the
public lands in Dofia Ana County contain many sacred sites for Native Americans. The Organ,
Puotrillos, Robledos, and Uvas Mountaing are key fitures of cur entire region and national
treasures that must be preserved.

We recognize that we are all responsible for taking care of God's natural gifts and we all have a
role to play in serving as stewards of the land. That's why we feel it is important to clearly state
our support for permanent protection of the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks Region.

The Organ Mountains and Desert Peaks are a gift from God and should be protected for future
generations to enjoy, and we need your bold action to make it happen.

And, as pastors and clergy of congregations that are persevering during these difficult economic
times, we recognize the job-creation benefits that a national monument will present for our
people. We strongly believe that in addition to protecting God's natural gifts, a national
monument in Dofia Ana County will create economic activity through tourism, amenity migration
and service-industry growth that will lift up our community during these difficult imes.

We hope you will act to create the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Menument and
know that people of faith across New Mexico would welcome and applaud this bold action from
our President.

Respectiully,

1 S del Sur Pueblo

March 16, 2012

Dear President (Ol

We are writing on behalf of the Yl Sur Puchblo, a federally recognized tribe with land near

El Paso, TX, and just south of Las Cruces. N

We bel s strongly that the Organ Mountems-Desert Feaks region deserves permanent

protestion. Without <uch priviectian. cultiuzal resources snd comnections to spiritual places can be

lost forever for native eultures. These celtures. ke our own, depend on areas like the confluence
e Lned by loundrods g lephs that would be protecled by the Organ

Mowmtains-Dhesert Peaks MNatio: lonunent.

The past and current usa of thase lands by miive peopl ludding members of Yeleta del Sue
Pueblo and ether Puchlosn peaples. anest wits significance as a traditional cullural property.
Protecting the Orcen Mowntains-Deserl Peals ronion ws a Natioeal Manomen: will prateet
unigue enlfursl sesanrees, allewing our childess and grandehildren 1o know and appreciate the
beauty, bounty, arnd spivitusl significanse of these lands. Protection of the Organ Mountains-
Diesert Peaks Mational Mencient is an ssue ol preal impartanee, ond we eall on 2l to suppert

this nceded step in our shated jownes

o

Carlos Hisa
Liculenant Governa
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Brady Fobinson
The Access Fund
bradvi@accessfund org

Tuly 6, 2012

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenne NW
‘Washington. DC 20300.

Dear Mr. President.

As Executive Director of the Access Fund. the national advocacy group for climbers, we stand
with the New Mexico Climbers Resource and Advecacy Group (WM CRAG) in strong support
for the proposed Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument.

Chmbing 15 a key cog in New Mexico’s outdoor recreation economy, and the proposed

local commmmity as well as visitors to the region. In New Mexico the outdoor recreation
economy supports over 47,000 jobs and generates $184 million in annnal state tax revenme. At
the national level, recent data shows that the outdoor recreation economy and grew
approximately 3% every vear between 2005 and 2011 and now contributes over $646 billion
mmﬂ]vmﬁmﬁmimmmv_wmlwndddxssdimbingndmmvmhﬂmmﬁnml
opportunities found in the pr d such as hiking, k shack niding, lunting and
mountain biking—the Orgngmmixms—DmertPeakstﬂml Mommnent will enhance the local
Tecreation economy and create more jobs for New Mexico’s second largest city, Las Cruces.

With NM CRAG, we believe that the designation of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National
closely with the Bureau of Land Management on climbing policies in fisture land use plans. On

behalf of climbers in New Mexico and nationally, I urge you to exercise your authonty under the
1906 Antiquities Act—as 15 Presidents have done before—to designate the Organ Mountams-

Desert Peaks National Monument and bring lasting economic, cultural, and ecological benefits to
a truly unique region.

Sincerely,




ommunity National Monument Proposal

Proposed Organ Mountains - Desert Peaks National Monument
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Experlence the Natural Treasures of Dofia Ana County
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What: Dutdoor Econormy Leaders (climbing, mourtzin blldng, horsaback
riding, hiking, wilkdiHs vimwing/hirding. Harttage Tourism) shaw how the
outdoar recreatfon economy and quality of Me depend on protacting tha
Crgan Mowriains-Desert Peals Netional MonumeTt

Who: YOU] Pleasa cantect Nethen at (575} 456-9540 or
nthan. .amallé gmall.com for more Information.

Whare: Las Cruces has a once{n-a-Iifetime opportunity to protect some of
qur area’s mast beautTful and significant public landy. These lands poyses
unigua Pre-Amarican, New Medoen, and American history Induding
tralning sites for the Apollo Spacs Mission, the Burterfleld Stagecaach Trad,
Bliky the Kid's Outlrw Rock, Geronima’s Cave, World War || Aerlal Targets,
ard theusands of Native American Petroglyph's and Pictographs.




