






Historic Preservation Tax 
Incentive Program

Incentive for rehabilitating  historic structures



Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Program 
(based on City of Dallas model)

• Existing incentive program is underutilized 
-Current exemption is only for incremental increase in city 
property taxes
-For rehabilitating a historic structure in a designated district

• New program is amendment to Title 3 of Municipal Code
• Exempts 100% of city property taxes - not just increment (Based 

on City of Dallas model)
-Tax exemption would be based on the value of expenditures 
compared to the pre-improvement CAD value
-The tax exemption would apply only to City property taxes 



Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Program

Historic 
Districts or 

Independent 
Historic 

Structures   

50% or more of 
assessed value 10 years

40 - 49.9% of 
assessed value 8 years

30 - 39.9% of 
assessed value 6 years

20 - 29.9% of 
assessed value 4 years



Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Program
Historic Districts or Independent Historic 

Structures
No. of Parcels 2010 ASESSED VALUE* FY 2010 Property Taxes

Austin Terrace 701 89,565,397 566,949

Chihuahuita 82 3,783,092 23,947

Downtown  65 45,289,278 286,681

Independent Structures 18 5,169,424 32,722

Magoffin  153 15,159,538 95,960

Manhattan Heights 676 71,976,751 455,613

Mission Trail 185 25,348,224 160,454

Old San Francisco 19 3,508,726 22,210

Sunset Heights 661 2,460,336 15,574

Ysleta 328 19,523,285 123,582

Total 2,888 281,784,051 1,783,693

* EXCLUDING City, County, ISD, State or Ysleta del Sur properties



Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Program

• An analysis of all historic properties shows that there are 2,888 
parcels potentially eligible for the program expected to generate 
approximately $1.78 million in property taxes in FY 2010 should 
no applications be processed this year.  

• Should demand for the program be high, the tax exemption can 
be capped at no more than $500,000 per year on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  

• Planning & Economic Development will coordinate with the new 
Historic Preservation Officer to market this program to all 
potential applicants.

• Recommendation:  Amend current code to change the language to 
allow 100% exemption.
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