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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OCTOBER 7, 2008 

8:30 A.M. 
 
The City Council met in regular session at the above place and date.  Meeting was called to order at 
8:40 a.m.  Susannah M. Byrd present and presiding and the following Council Members answered roll 
call:  Ann Morgan Lilly, Eddie Holguin, Jr., Steve Ortega, and Beto O’Rourke.  Absent:  Mayor John F. 
Cook, Emma Acosta, Melina Castro, and Rachel Quintana requested to be excused.  The invocation 
was given by Police Chaplain Clift Barnes, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAYOR’S PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. EL PASO RESTAURANT MONTH 
2. BOWIE ALUMNI HOMECOMING WEEK IN EL PASO 
3. MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 
4. UNITED WE CAN: HIV/AIDS STOPS HERE.  PREVENTION STARTS WITH 

US DAY 
 

RECOGNITION 
 

STAR ON THE MOUNTAIN AWARD TO MS. ESTHER PEREZ 
 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This time is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council on items 

that are not on the City Council Agenda. 
 
A sign-up form is available on line at https://www.elpasotexas.gov/muni_clerk/contact_public.asp for those 
who wish to sign up in advance of the meeting date and a sign-up form is available outside the City Council 

Chambers at the City Clerk table for those who wish to sign up on the day of the meeting. 
Requests to speak must be received by 9:00 a.m. on the date of the meeting. 

30 Minutes total is allotted for speakers. 
Three to five minutes may be allowed for each speaker. 

 
The following members of the public commented: 
 

1. Mr. Ray Gilbert 
2. Mr. James Perry 
3. Ms. Maili Sevaaethsi and Ms. Elizabeth Cannady 
4. Mr. Jerry Thiedt 

 
Representative Byrd commented. 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, commented and Mr. Charlie McNabb, City Attorney, gave legal advice. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

https://www.elpasotexas.gov/muni_clerk/contact_public.asp


Motion made by Representative Ortega, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, and unanimously carried 
that the City Council retire into EXECUTIVE SESSION at 8:41 a.m. pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso 
City Charter and the Texas Government Code, Sections 551.071 - 551.076 to discuss any of the following: 
 
Section 551.071  CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY 
Section 551.072  DELIBERATION REGARDING REAL PROPERTY 
Section 551.073  DELIBERATION REGARDING PROSPECTIVE GIFTS 
Section 551.074  PERSONNEL MATTERS 
Section 551.076  DELIBERATION REGARDING SECURITY DEVICES 
Section 551.087  DELIBERATION REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEGOTIATIONS 
 
Discussion and action on the Executive Session items listed on the Agenda. 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative Ortega, and unanimously carried to 
adjourn the Executive Session at 9:00 a.m. and RECONVENE the meeting of the City Council, during which 
time motions were made. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
EX1. Petition for Special Relief of Time Warner Entertainment - Advance/Newhouse Partnership for 

Determination of Effective Competition, Federal Communications Commission, CSR-8047-E.  
(551.071) 

 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative Lilly, that the City Attorney’s Office 
be authorized to OPPOSE PETITION for Special Relief of Time Warner Entertainment - 
Advance/Newhouse Partnership for Determination of Effective Competition, Federal Communications 
Commission, CSR-8047-E and to engage outside counsel/consultants to represent the City on this matter.  
THE MOTION FAILED. 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly and Holguin 
NAYS: Representatives Byrd, Ortega, and O’Rourke 
 
Representatives Holguin and Byrd commented. 
 
Ms. Laura Gordon, Deputy City Attorney, gave legal advice. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative O’Rourke, and carried to 
APPROVE, AS REVISED, all matters listed under the Consent Agenda unless otherwise noted.  (Items 
approved, postponed, or deleted pursuant to the vote on the Consent Agenda will be shown with an asterisk 
{*}. 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Ortega, and O’Rourke 
NAYS: Representative Holguin 
ABSENT: Representatives Acosta, Castro, and Quintana 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to APPROVE the Minutes for the Regular City Council Meeting of 
September 30, 2008. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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2. REQUEST TO EXCUSE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to EXCUSE Mayor John F. Cook and Representatives Acosta, Castro, 
and Quintana from the Regular Council Meeting of October 7, 2008. 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3A. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 

 WHEREAS, The New O.P.E.P (hereinafter referred to as “Grantee”) is sponsoring an outdoor street 
festival (hereinafter referred to as “Event”), from Friday, October 31, 2008, to Saturday, November 1, 2008; 
and  

 WHEREAS, the Grantee has received administrative approval for a Special Privilege License for a 
street closure for less than twenty-four hours to temporarily close a portion of Ochoa Street, between First 
Street and Paisano Drive for the use and closure of public rights-of-way from 12:00 pm Friday, October 31, 
2008 to 4:00 am Saturday, November 1, 2008, in conjunction with the proposed Event; and 

 WHEREAS, the City is not a sponsor of the Event and the Grantee assumes full responsibility for 
the planning, coordination, management and production of the Event; and  

 WHEREAS, the Grantee desires to provide for the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages on public 
rights-of-way during the Event;   

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 
 That the Grantee be authorized to provide for the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages at the 
outdoor street festival in the closed portion of Ochoa Street between First Street and Paisano Drive, from 
7:00 p.m. Friday, October 31, 2008, to 2:00 a.m. Saturday, November 1, 2008.  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3B. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 

That the Mayor be authorized to sign the Interlocal Agreement between the County and City of El 
Paso to submit a joint application to the Department of Justice – 2008 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant (JAG), in the amount of $100,073.00.  The funds received under the JAG program will be 
allocated 50% to the COUNTY and 50% to the CITY.  The City grant funds will be utilized to continue 
updating its radio system to P25 compliance and in the process transition from an analog system to a digital 
one.  P 25 are standards for digital radio communications for use by federal, state/province and local public 
safety agencies that enables them to communicate with other agencies and mutual aid response teams in 
emergencies.  That the City Manager or her designee be authorized to sign any grant related paperwork, 
including all understandings and assurances contained therein, and accept, reject, alter, or terminate the 
resulting grant, authorize budget transfers and submit necessary revisions to the operational plan.  No cash 
match required. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3C. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor/Collector of the City of El Paso (the “City”) has entered the amount of 
tax as provided by Section 26.09(e) of the State Property Tax Code in the appraisal roll, creating a tax roll 
for entities, for which the City Tax Assessor/Collector collects taxes, a summary of which is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by reference; 
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WHEREAS, the tax roll for the entities is on file and available for inspection in the City Tax Office; 
and 

 WHEREAS, the City Tax Assessor/Collector now submits the appraisal roll to the City Council for 
approval as the 2008 tax roll. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 
 THAT the appraisal roll is hereby approved and constitutes the 2008 tax roll for all entities which the 
City Tax Assessor/Collector collects taxes. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4A. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to RE-APPOINT John M. White to the El Paso Tree Board by 
Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr., District 6. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4B. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to RE-APPOINT Hector Muñoz to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board by Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr., District 6. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4C. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to RE-APPOINT Rodolfo Troncoso to the Park Advisory Board by 
Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr., District 6.   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4D. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to RE-APPOINT Rene Nevarez to the Art Museum Advisory Board by 
Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr., District 6. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5. BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to APPOINT Joseph P.A. Villescas to the Art Museum Advisory 
Board by Representative Emma Acosta, District 3. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6. APPLICATION FOR TAX REFUND 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried that the following tax refunds be APPROVED: 
 
A. BMW financial Services NA, LLC in the amount of $5,420.50 overpayment of 2006 taxes.   
 (PID #0655-999-1038-6650). 
 
B. Malvern Scale Data Systems, Inc. in the amount of $2,647.20 overpayment of 2007 taxes.   
 (PID #0826-999-0789-0034). 
 
C. Retax Funding LP in the amount of $5,231.22 overpayment of 2007 taxes.   
 (PID #E054-999-0170-1700). 
 
D. GMAC Mortgage in the amount of $6,995.08 overpayment of 2007 taxes.   
 (PID #K383-999-0010-1400). 
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E. GMAC Mortgage, LLC in the amount of $3,760.31 overpayment of 2007 taxes.   
 (PID #M344-999-0010-0500). 
 
F. Versailles Ventuares, LTD in the amount of $10,021.37 overpayment of 2007 taxes.   
 (PID #V893-999-2650-1500) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7. PURCHASING REQUEST TO ISSUE PURCHASE ORDER 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to AUTHORIZE the Purchasing Manager for Financial Services, 
Purchasing Division, to issue a purchase order to Toter Inc., a contractor under Texas Procurement and 
Support Services (TPASS) Contract No. 450-A2, for Garbage/Refuse Carts needed for replacements and 
new services for the next four months in the amount of $238,869.12.  Participation by the City of El Paso in 
the TPASS Cooperative Purchasing Program was approved by Mayor and City Council on February 27, 
2007. 
 
Department:   Environmental Services 
Account No.:   34010289-508009-40403 
Funding Source:  Environmental Services 
Total Estimated Award: $238,869.12 
Reference No.:  2009-040 
 
Representatives Ortega, Holguin, and Byrd commented. 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, and Ms. Ellen Smyth, Director of Environmental Services, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
8. BEST VALUE PROCUREMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to AWARD Solicitation No. 2008-228 (Grounds Maintenance – City 
Medians Re-Bid) to Ransom Lawn Service, Inc., for a total estimated award of $70,622.92. 
 
Department:   Street 
Award to:   Ransom Lawn Service, Inc. 

El Paso, TX 
Items:    Base Bid I, Base Bid II, Base Bid III 
Option:    2 years 
Annual Estimated Amount: $70,622.92 
Account No.:   32010155 – 502221 - 01101 
Funding Source:  Street Medians – General Funds 
Total Estimated Award: $70,622.92 
 
This is a 12-month requirements type contract. 
 
The cost under this requirements contract is only an estimated minimum value.  The actual cost of this 
contract may be higher or lower than the total estimated minimum value and will be the sum total at the end 
of the contract term, so long as increased funds are appropriated in the budget. 
 
The Departments of Financial Services - Purchasing Division and Street recommend award to Ransom 
Lawn Service, Inc., the vendor offering the best value bid.   
 
Representatives Holguin and Byrd commented. 
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Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, and Mr. Daryl Cole, Director of Streets, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9. BID 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to AWARD Solicitation No. 2008-222 (Traffic Signal Components) to 
Traffic Parts, Inc., General Traffic Equipment Corp., and Consolidated Traffic Controls, Inc., for a total estimated 
award of $226,015.80. 
 
Department:   Street 
Award to: Vendor 1: Traffic Parts, Inc. 
Conroe, TX 
Items:    1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, and 25 
Annual Estimated Amount: $23,378.60 
 
Award to: Vendor 2: General Traffic Equipment Corp. 
Newburgh, NY 
Items:    5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 20, 24, and 26 
Option:    2 years 
Annual Estimated Amount: $24,540.00 
 
Award to: Vendor 3 Consolidated Traffic Controls, Inc. 
Arlington, Texas 
Items:    17, 18, and 19 
Annual Estimated Amount: $27,420.00 
 
Account No.:   32010288 – 503203 - 01101 
99331117 – 508027 - 27263 
Funding Source:  Public Access Maintenance and Repairs, Construction 
Total Estimated Award: $226,015.80 
 
This is a 36-month requirements type contract. 
 
The cost under this requirements contract is only an estimated minimum value.  The actual cost of this contract 
may be higher or lower than the total estimated minimum value and will be the sum total at the end of the 
contract term, so long as increased funds are appropriated in the budget. 
 
The Departments of Financial Services - Purchasing Division and Street recommend award as indicated to the 
lowest responsive, responsible bidders.   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10. STREET DEPARTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to APPROVE the City Manager to sign Task Order No. 004 in the 
amount of $322,032 for pavement condition survey, pavement image processing, and pavement distress 
recording per the Master Purchase Agreement between the City of El Paso, Texas, and Environmental 
Systems Research Institute, Inc., (ESRI) (agreement No. 2006MPA316 {Pavement Management Program}). 
 
Representatives Byrd and O’Rourke commented. 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, and Mr. Daryl Cole, Director of Streets, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
11. INTRODUCTION 
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*Motion made, seconded, and carried to POSTPONE one week the introduction of an Ordinance amending the 
2025 Proposed Thoroughfare System as detailed in the Map Atlas of the Plan for El Paso and its related 
documents as originally approved by the El Paso City Council in 1999, and as subsequently amended.  
Applicant:  Wal-Mart Stores Texas, LP. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON OCTOBER 21, 2008, FOR THE ITEM 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
Motion made by Representative Ortega, seconded by Representative O’Rourke, and unanimously carried to 
AUTHORIZE the Purchasing Manager for Financial Services, Purchasing Division, to issue a purchase order to 
GTSI Corporation, a contractor under U.S. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance Contract RQ03-
605674-16A, for TSA Area Security Cameras.  Participation by the City of El Paso in the U.S. Communities 
Purchasing Alliance Program was approved by the Mayor and Council on July 5, 2006.  And, that the City 
Manager be authorized to sign any related documents and take any action necessary to accomplish this 
transaction. 
 
Department:   Aviation 
Account No.:   62620028 – 508027 – 41089 – PAP0049 
Funding Source:  Airport Camera System 
Total Estimated Award: $1,195,643.19 
Reference No.:  2009-038 
 
Mr. Terrence Freiburg, Purchasing Manager, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
13. INTRODUCTION AND PUBLIC HEARING – FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 

ORDINANCE 17009 
 

The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF “CITY 
OF EL PASO, TEXAS, WATER AND SEWER REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2008C;” AND 
RESOLVE MATTERS WHICH ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE SAID ISSUANCE, INCLUDING A 
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY. 
 
Mr. Steven Adams, First Southwest, presented a PowerPoint presentation (on file in the City Clerk’s office). 
 
Representatives O’Rourke, Ortega, Holguin, and Byrd commented. 
 
The following City staff members commented: 
 

1. Mr. Nick Costanzo, Assistant General Manager for EPWU 
2. Mr. William Studer, Deputy City Manager of Financial and Administrative Services 
3. Mr. Charlie McNabb, City Attorney, gave legal advice. 

 
Mr. Paul Braden, Bond Counsel with Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP, commented. 
 
Mr. Ray Gilbert, citizen, commented. 
 
1ST MOTION 
Motion made by Representative Holguin, seconded by Representative Ortega, and unanimously carried to 
SUSPEND THE RULES OF ORDER to allow Mr. Gilbert an additional three minutes to address the Council. 
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2ND MOTION 
Motion duly made by Representative Ortega, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, that the Ordinance be 
ADOPTED, WITH AN UPPER LIMIT OF 5.5% REPRESENTING THE TRUE INTEREST COST.  
Whereupon the Mayor Pro Tempore ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, and Ortega 
NAYS: Representatives Holguin and O’Rourke 
ABSENT: Representatives Acosta, Castro, and Quintana 
 
Whereupon the Mayor Pro Tempore ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the 
same be and the same are hereby ADOPTED, WITH AN UPPER LIMIT OF 5.5% REPRESENTING THE 
TRUE INTEREST COST. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 
1. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and carried to RE-APPOINT Park Kerr to the Empowerment Zone Advisory Board 
by Representative Ann Morgan Lilly, District 1. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Motion made by Representative Ortega, seconded by Representative Holguin, and unanimously carried to 
ADJOURN this meeting at 11:10 a.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   
Richarda Duffy Momsen, City Clerk 
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