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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
 
DEPARTMENT: Development Services Department, Planning Division 
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction:  September 30, 2008 

Public Hearing:  October 7, 2008 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Ernesto Arriola, 541-4723 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 3 
 
 

SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance approving the Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan as a study area plan to be 
incorporated into the City’s comprehensive plan, “The Plan for El Paso”, and that the 2025 General Land 
Use Map be amended to incorporate the modification. Applicant: City of El Paso and the Medical Center of 
the Americas Foundation (District 3) 

 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Unanimous Approval Recommendation 

 City Plan Commission (CPC) –Recommendation pending (X-X) 
 
 
 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
LEGAL:  (if required) N/A  FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 
 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:  _________________________________________ DATE: _____________ 

 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
 
CITY MANAGER:  ______________________________________________ DATE: _____________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. ___________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE MEDICAL CENTER OF THE AMERICAS 
MASTER PLAN AS A STUDY AREA PLAN TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE 

CITY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, “THE PLAN FOR EL PASO”, AND THAT THE 
2025 GENERAL LAND USE MAP BE AMENDED TO INCORPORATE THE 

MODIFICATION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Plan for El Paso was adopted by the El Paso City Council on 

April 27, 1999, and further ratified on March 13, 2001, pursuant to the provisions of Section 

213.002 of the Texas Local Government Code as the comprehensive plan for the City; and 

 WHEREAS, the comprehensive plan serves as a general guide for the future growth and 

development of the City to promote public health, safety and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, a specific recommendation of The Plan for El Paso is the creation of study 

area plans that will serve as separate policy documents that give general support to the objectives 

of the City's comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan serves as a study area and 

guide for the future growth and development of the area South of Interstate 10 Highway, North 

of Alameda Avenue, East of Boll Street, Radford Street, and Ledo Place, and West of Euclid 

Street to promote public health, safety, and welfare while supporting revitalization activities for 

redevelopment in the area; and,  

WHEREAS, members of the community were invited to take part in the development of 

these study area plans to encourage community acceptance of this ongoing planning process and 

to establish a value for the goals and objectives enumerated in these plans; and 

WHEREAS, the City and Medical Center of the Americas (MCA) Foundation Board has 

developed a study area plan for the area South of Interstate 10 Highway, North of Alameda 



Doc #42179/Planning/Ord/Medical Center of the Americas (MCA) 
 

ORDINANCE NO.___________________    

2

Avenue, East of Boll Street, Radford Street, and Ledo Place, and West of Euclid Street which 

identifies the concerns, objectives, guidelines and design standards that propose to position the 

greater Paso del Norte Region as the premier center of health delivery, education, and research 

for the Region’s diverse and international population; and 

WHEREAS, The Plan for El Paso addresses key components to be achieved in the 

revitalization of El Paso that include a focus on international connectivity, redevelopment 

opportunities, education, and border health; and 

WHEREAS, the study area plan referred to as the Medical Center of the Americas 

Master Plan has been developed with these components as catalysts for revitalization and 

redevelopment of the area; and 

WHEREAS, input from area residents and property owners and other interested parties 

in the community was received during numerous public meetings held as part of the various 

phases of the plan development; and 

WHEREAS, the El Paso City Council finds that the adoption of the Medical Center of 

the Americas Master Plan as herein enumerated will have no negative impact upon the public 

health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the City, and that the study area plan will continue 

to carry out the purpose and spirit of the policies expressed in The Plan for El Paso;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO: 
 

1. That, the Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan is hereby adopted to add 
the area located South of Interstate 10 Highway, North of Alameda Avenue, East of 
Boll Street, Radford Street, and Ledo Place, and West of Euclid Street to the 
designated boundaries of the Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan, with said 
amendments attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein 
by reference for all purposes; and, 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 

Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
 

Medical Center of the Americas Map and District Boundaries 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
DATE: September 23, 2008 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Joyce A. Wilson, City Manager 
 
FROM: Ernesto Arriola, Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Medical Center of the Americas 
    
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on September 23, 2008, voted (recommendation pending) 
to recommend (recommendation pending) the amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
“The Plan for El Paso” and the Projected 2025 General Land Use Map. 
 
The CPC determined that this amendment protects the best interest, health, safety, and welfare of 
the public in general; that the proposal is compatible with adjacent land uses; and the amendment 
will not have negative effects on the natural environment, social economic conditions, and 
property values in the vicinity and the city as a whole. 
 
There were no letters or telephone calls in support or opposition to this request. 
 
Attachment:  Staff Report, Medical Center of the Americas Boundary and District map, 
Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  CITY COUNCIL 
                JOHN COOK ANN MORGAN LILLY, DISTRICT 1 
                               MAYOR SUSANNAH M. BYRD, DISTRICT 2 
  EMMA ACOSTA, DISTRICT 3 
                        JOYCE WILSON MELINA CASTRO, DISTRICT 4 
                   CITY MANAGER RACHEL QUINTANA, DISTRICT 5 
  EDDIE HOLGUIN, JR., DISTRICT 6  
                       VICTOR Q. TORRES                    STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7 
        DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES BETO O’ROURKE, DISTRICT 8 
 
                       MATHEW MCELROY  
               DEPUTY DIRECTOR, PLANNING  
 
                                           DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
        PLANNING DIVISION
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City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report 
 

Case No:                      CPA08-00001 
Application Type:             Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
CPC Hearing Date:            September 23, 2008  
Staff Planner:          Ernesto Arriola, 915-541-4723, arriolaea@elpasotexas.gov 
 
Location: South of Interstate 10 Highway, North of Alameda Avenue, East of 

Boll Street, Radford Street, and Ledo Road, and West of Euclid 
Street 

Acreage:   Approximately 25 acres 
Rep District:   3 
Proposed Use:  Medical Center of the Americas 
 
Present Use:  Commercial, residential, and manufacturing uses 
Request:    Applicant has requested to incorporate the proposed “Medical 

Center of the Americas Master Plan” (attachment) into the City of 
El Paso’s Comprehensive plan and 2025 General Land Use map. 

 
SURROUNDING LAND USE: 
North: Interstate Highway 10  
South: Jefferson/Silva Magnet High School, commercial uses  
East: Commercial, industrial, and residential uses 
West: Commercial, industrial, and residential uses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Aerial view of the proposed MCA area 
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THE PLAN FOR EL PASO DESIGNATION: Commercial, Industrial, Mixed Use (Central 
Planning Area) 
 
 

 2025 General Land Use Map 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS: Pubic Notification was sent to the San Juan 
Neighborhood Improvement Association and the Pasadena Neighborhood Association. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT: Notice of Public Hearing was mailed out to all property owners 
within 300 feet of subject property.  Planning Division did not receive any letters or phone calls 
in support or opposition of the comprehensive plan amendment request. Two public meetings 
have been held for citizen input. 
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PLANNING DIVISION RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning Division recommends approval. 
 
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  
The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) provides the following comments: 
The DCC recommends approval of the comprehensive plan amendment request. 
 

The Plan for El Paso: 
Land Use and City Form – Special strategy areas: 
 
Special strategy areas are properties that have been identified to coordinate the 
development or redevelopment efforts due to the uniqueness of the area, the nature 
of the land uses, the potential for cooperative change, and the complexity of the land 
use linkages which warrant use of specific developmental strategies. These areas are 
generally designated for mixed-use development due to the integration of land use 
combinations requiring maximum flexibility and lending themselves to special 
opportunities. Site specific land use regulations may be required to overcome on-site 
considerations. 
 
Implementation – Study area plans: 
 
The El Paso City Council establishes the procedures for the creation and 
administration of study area plans, as well as the process and criteria for developing 
other separate policy documents. Approved plans are integrated into The Plan to 
help ensure consistency with the Land Use Goals and Policies, the Year 2025 
General Land Use Maps, and to give general support to the objectives of The Plan. 
The Plan identifies study areas, in the form of activity centers, activity corridors, and 
special strategy areas, to be undertaken as part of the ongoing planning process.  

 
DEVELOPMENT COORDIANTING COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 
Legal requests that clarification be made in regards to references made to zones in the plan (i.e. 
p. 51, p.52, and p. 53). Legal states that “zone” in the plan should be understood as a plan area or 
designation and not misinterpreted as a “Zoning District” as set forth in Title 20 of the El Paso 
Municipal Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1: Medical Center of the Americas Boundary and District map 
Attachment 2: Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan 
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Attachment 1: Medical Center of the Americas Boundary and District map 
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Attachment 2: Medical Center of the Americas Master Plan 
 
 


























































































































