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Approximately nine recycling facility and/or outside combustible storage fires have occurred in El 
Paso from 2007 to the present: 
 

I. Sept. 5, 2011 - 6800 Market Ave. - Newell Recycling of El Paso.  Fire involved 
unprocessed fluff materials. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, $1.00. Incident 
number 11-152724    

 
II. May 24, 2011 - 1600 San Antonio - El Paso Iron and Metal Recycling Plant. This was 

a refuse fire caused by workers cutting with acetylene torch. Total monetary loss due 
to fire damage, unavailable. Incident number 0132593. 

III. April 12, 2011 - 1710 E. Paisano Dr. - Master Fibers Inc.  Fire involved multiple 
cardboard bales burning.  Three firefighters sustained minor injuries while 
extinguishing and neutralizing this fire. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, 
$8,000. Incident number 0124314.  

IV. July 24, 2009 - 4900 Woodrow Bean. - Storage warehouse.  Fire involved several 
pallets of surplus computer monitors, printers, projectors and similar items. Total 
monetary loss due to fire damage, $1,050. Incident number 0120437. 

V. June 3, 2009 - 6800 Market Ave. - Newell Recycling of El Paso.  Fire involved a 
large heap of “fluff” which was burning in the center of the recycling yard. Total 
monetary loss due to fire damage, unavailable. Incident number 0110203.  

VI. May 16, 2009 - 6800 Market Ave. - Newell Recycling of El Paso.  Fire involved a 
large pile of recyclable materials. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, $2,750. 
Incident number 0106829. 

VII. March 27, 2009 - 2429 Texas Ave. - Fire involved several storage pallets from this 
address. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, $100,000. Incident number 
0096435. 

VIII. March 16, 2008 - 2429 Texas Ave. - Fire involved several storage pallets from this 
address. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, $2,000. Incident number 0015456.  

IX. February 22, 2007 - East Piasano Dr. at Coles St. - Fire involved large amounts of 
baled cardboard. Total monetary loss due to fire damage, $10,000. Incident number 
0010192. 

     

Following is a list of facilities that may be affected by Ordinance No. 105.6.52, Outside Storage 
of Combustible Material Permit: 

 
AC Wrecking Innovative Recycling 
Alpha Recycling Kastro's Wood Pallets INC 
Anchor Distribution Lawson Recycling 
ASA Recycling Lopez Scrap Metal Inc 
CMC Recycling Master Fibers INC 
Depend Enterprise INC Mega UPull 
Discover Recycling Metal Recycling 
Diversified Recycling Service Mid-West Textile CO 
Ecological Recycling Corporation Newell Recycling of El Paso 
El Paso Disposal-Recycling Recycle USA 
El Paso Scrap Recycling Renovated Asa LLC 
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Electronic Recycling and Trading Roma Scrap Metals 
EP Environmental Services Romero Recycling 
EP Iron Metal Shapiro Metal 
EPWU Stormwater Silver W Recycling INC 
ESS Summa Fibers 
Fortune Plastic & Metal Sun City Shredding 
Friedman Recycling Superior Recycling 
Global Electronic Recycling Twin Cities Recyclers Inc 
Haro's Core Inc United Plastic Service 
Imports & More Auto Salvage W. Silver Recycling Inc 

 
 



Fire at Phoenix recycling center under control 

by Kiali Wong, Mary Shinn and Nicole Klauss - Apr. 8, 2011 06:57 PM 
The Arizona Republic-12 News Breaking News Team 

 

 

A fire at a recycling facility that spewed thick smoke seen for miles and rained ash on parts of downtown Phoenix was under control and 
smoldering by about 5 p.m. Friday, authorities said. 

 Photos of the plant on fire 

More than 20 engine companies, including four ladder trucks and at least 80 firefighters, responded to the two-alarm blaze at Friedman Recycling 
near 35th Avenue and Lincoln Street, Capt. Tony Mure with the Phoenix Fire Department said. 

There were no reported injuries, Mure said. 

The blaze burned mostly cardboard stacked in a large yard north of Lincoln Street. The facility bundles cardboard and prepares it for recycling. 

Employees noticed the blaze at the top of a 20-foot-high cardboard bundle on the west side of the facility and called the fire department 
immediately, Phoenix Deputy Chief Frank Salomon said. 

Winds fueled the fire toward the east and contributed to the "rapid rate of the spread of fire," Mure said. Afternoon winds were blowing from the 
west at about 15 mph, gusting to 22 mph, according to the National Weather Service. 

The firefighters' strategy was to keep the heart of the fire contained and let it burn itself out. The fire had taken hold in machinery used to bundle 
the cardboard. 

By 5:30 p.m., firefighters and center employees were using front-end loaders to break up and soak the cardboard bundles stacked 20 feet high, 20 
feet wide and 100 feet long. 

At the height of the blaze, many firefighters carried air tanks on their backs that allowed them to work for 20 to 30 minutes at time. Firefighters on 
the ladders were hooked up to one large air tank that allowed them to work continuously. 

Phoenix fire Capt. Troy Hill, of Engine 2, said his team was trying to protect a building on the far east side of the facility. It was filled with more 
cardboard bundles. 
Businesses in the area were evacuated, and on the south side of the facility, some residents were self-evacuating from their homes. 

Firefighters are expected to fight the blaze into the evening, and they will check back Saturday to put out any small hotspots that flare up, Mure 
said. 

A company spokesman in El Paso, Texas, said everyone was evacuated. Thirty to 50 people work at the facility, but it was unclear how many were 
there when the fire broke out. 

APS turned off electricity to 100 customers in the immediate area at the request of the Phoenix Fire Department to protect their equipment, said, 
Steven Gotfried, a spokesman for APS. Firefighters were working in the power lines on ladders. 

Mike Cornelius, a fire prevention specialist, was on scene researching the cause of the fire, any previous fires at the facility and checking for fire 
code compliance, Mure said. 

It is standard procedure for fire prevention officers to inspect large fires. 

The Maricopa County Air Quality Control Department was sending inspectors to the scene of the fire. 

Phoenix fire planned to spend Friday night at the facility to help put out all smoldering embers, Salomon said. 

"Literally every piece of paper has to be wet," Salomon said. 

Employees at the facility planned to help firefighters watch the perimeter of the fire for any flare-ups, he said.
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The blaze has forced the closure of Union Pacific Railroad tracks just north of the recycling facility. Fire department officials estimate there are 
two to three fires at recycling facilities a year. 

"It's more common than you think," Mure said. "All it takes is one spark." 

David Friedman, CEO of Friedman Recycling, said the facility would be operational by Monday. He also said the company had improved the 
fencing and landscaping around the facility about five years ago to help prevent the spread of any fires that break out. He said Friedman employees 
are trained call the fire department immediately when a fire breaks out and then, unless they are in danger, try to put out the fire with fire 
extinguishers and large fire hoses. 

In July 2009 in Tucson, a three-alarm fire broke out just before 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Friedman Recycling Co. facility near Interstate 10 and 
Prince Road. 

Some 75 firefighters were called to the scene to curtail the blaze, which consumed large stacks of cardboard boxes and pallets. 
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Recycling Centers of the EI Paso(within city limits) 

ASA recycling LLC 1042 Eastside rd 779-3326 

Alpha Recycling, 6807 Industrial Av., 313-0333 

Cash for Cans, 6885 Doniphan, 877-7130 

Discover Recycling, 3845 Durazno, 544-8414 

Ecological Recycling Corporation, 12825 Ramose Dr, 852-9008 

El Paso Disposal-Recycling, 5539 El Paso Dr., 772-7495 

El Paso Iron and Metal Co., 1535 E. San Antonio Av, 532-6981 

Friedman Recycling Company LP, 5835 Wren Ave., 792-9300 

Global Electronic Recycling, 7157 Merchant Ave., 775-2500 

Raro's Core Inc., 900 Kastrin St., 595-2028 

Lawson Recycling, 1125 Lorna Verde Dr., 858-2274 

Master'Fibers Inc., 1710 E. Paisano Dr., 544-2299 

ISO Class 1 
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Newell Recycling ofEl Paso, 6800 Market, 772-2728 

Pallets ofEl Paso, 10355 Dyer St, 821-5256 

PPL Group, 8701 Castner Dr., 593-5349 

Summa Fibers Inc., 1520 Myrtle Ave., 351-7970 

Superior Recycling, 7145 Industrial Av., 599-9880 

Twin Cities Recyclers Co Inc., 3230 Durazno Ave., 543-3000 
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Business Representative E-mail 
Newell Recylcing Roberto Lopez rlopeZ@newellrecyclingco.com 

TEAM International Inc Jonathan Pierre Hernandez jon@teamequip.com 

aubuchon@cmc.com 
charles.loneS@cmc.com 

Commercial Metals Jim brant. allegretti@cmc.com 
sasan. shahabiazad@cmc.com 
Michael.elleS@cmc.com 

W. Silver Downtown Lane Gaddy lanegaddy@wsilverrecycling.com 
El Paso Metals Ricardo Marin rmarin@epironmetal.com 
Lopez Scrap Metal Isidro Lopez isidro@lopezscrapmetal.com 
Shapiro Metals Dan Fischer dfischer@shapirometals.com 

Arcelor Mittal Metal Processing 
Mr. Kesavan kesavan.rangaswamy@arcelormittal.com 

Juan Delgado juan. delgadoC@arcelormittal.com 
W. Silver John Korey j ohnkorey@wsilverrecycling.com 
#1 Auto Bahram Bahram zarei@yahoo.com 
Sierra Metals Jaime Gandara jaimegandara@sierrametalsinc.com 
Renovated Metals Jordan jordan@renovatedmetals.com 
Alpha Recycling alpharecycling@sbcglobal.net 
Lopez Scrap Metal Ray Reich rayreich@lopezscrapmetal.com 
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Outside Storage of 
Combustible Materials 

(OSCOM)
Section 105.6.52 (Required Operational Permits)

Karl Rimkus, 
Ordinance and Policy Coordinator

Environmental Services Department

Orlando Arriola,
Assistant Fire Marshal

El Paso Fire Department



Goals

• Reduce risk of fire at facilities that store 
combustible material (CM) outside

• Reduce environmental impact if a fire does occur

• Limit financial loss to facility neighbors if a fire 
does occur

• Reduce potential for fugitive particulate matter 
from CM 

• Reduce potential for a large fire at a facility that 
stores CM outside



Industry

• City staff (EPFD and ESD) have conducted several 
meetings with stakeholders in the recycling industry

• Industry’s comments and expertise in the field of 
recycling operations assisted City staff in including 
reasonable and practical fire safety and 
environmentally-responsible storage standards in 
the OSCOM permit ordinance



Permit Applicability

• An Outside Storage of Combustible 
Material (OSCOM) Permit is required for 
facilities that store more than 75 cubic 
yards of CM outside

• Exemption is allowed when material is 
stored in approved, fully-enclosed 
containers



Tiers

• OSCOM Permit contains Tier 1 and Tier 2 
types, depending on number of units and 
type of CM stored outside at facility



Storage Units

• Storage units cannot exceed 8 feet in height 
for loose material

• Storage units cannot exceed 12 feet in 
height for baled or containerized material

• Storage units must be separated by 20 feet
• Storage units must be kept at least 20 feet 

from facility fence line



Financial Assurance

• $1 million liability insurance required for 
holders of Tier 1 OSCOM Permit

• $2 million liability for holders of Tier 2 
OSCOM Permit



Revocation

• Permit may be revoked for one year for 
any of the following:
– False information provided on permit 

application

– Two permit violations within the one-year term 
of permit

– A permit violation discovered during or 
immediately following a fire at facility



Questions or Comments?
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