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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 

 
DEPARTMENT: City Development Department, Planning Division  
 
AGENDA DATE: Public Hearing: November 6, 2012 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Providencia Velázquez, (915)541-4027, VelazquezPX@elpasotexas.gov 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 8 

 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion and action on an appeal by applicant regarding a decision rendered by the Historic Landmark 

Commission (HLC) in HLC case PHAP12-00040 at 218-222 N. Mesa and 230 N. Mesa, El Paso, Texas, on 

October 22, 2012 to deny a certificate of demolition application for the referenced property against staff 

recommendation of approval (District 8). 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A. 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

 

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Historic Landmark Commission reviewed case PHAP12-00040 on October 22, 2012 and recommended 

denial by a vote of 5-0. 

 

 

 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
 
 

 

LEGAL:  (if required) N/A FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:  Carlos Gallinar____________________________ 

      Deputy Director- City Development 

 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 
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PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PLANNING DIVISION 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
DATE:  October 25, 2012 

 

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

  Joyce Wilson, City Manager   

 

FROM: Providencia Velázquez, Historic Preservation Officer 

 
SUBJECT: Appeal of Historic Landmark Commission decision regarding PHAP12-00040 

 

The Historic Landmark Commission (HLC), on October 22, 2012 voted 5-0 to DENY the certificate of 

demolition application for the demolition of the properties located at  218-222 N. Mesa and 230 N. Mesa, within 

the Downtown Historic District. 

 

The HLC found that the proposal to demolish a Henry Trost building in order to clear and grade the lot in 

preparation for redevelopment with landscaping and/or aesthetic amenities on the sidewalks and/or periphery of 

the site pending redevelopment plans is inappropriate. The Historic Landmark Commission denied the 

application based on the following: 

 

• The building was designed by El Paso’s best known and distinguished architect, Henry Trost.   

• The building retains some original detail on the exterior.   

• The applicant did not submit plans for future development of the site. 

• Should the building be demolished, the site could remain vacant indefinitely.  

 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends approval of the proposed scope of work based on the following 

recommendations: 

 

• The properties are not Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks, National Historic Landmarks, or listed in 

the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

• The properties have been so altered that they are no longer the embodiment of distinguished 

characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; can no longer be identified as the work of an 

architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced the development of the city; and no 

longer embody distinguished elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which 

represent a significant architectural innovation.  

 

• The properties are non-contributing and have almost no relationship to other distinctive buildings, sites 

or areas which are eligible for preservation according to a plan based on architectural, historic or 

cultural motif.  

 

• The properties no longer portray the environment of a group of people in an area of history 

characterized by a distinctive architectural style. 

 

 

Attachments:  Appeal Letter, Staff Report 
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APPEAL LETTER 
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PHAP12-00040 
 
Date: October 22, 2012 
Application Type: Certificate of Demolition 
Property Owner: Parcel 1: Muir Kipp Trust Estate 
 Parcel 2: BCT Realty Operating Limited Partnership 
Representative: W. David Bernard, ScottHulse PC 
Legal Description: Parcel 1: The westerly 50.0 Feet of Lot 22, Block 4, Map of Anson Mills, 

City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 
 Parcel 2:  A Parcel of land being a portion of Block 4, Mills Map, El Paso 

County, Texas and also being those parcels recorded in book 4449, 
pages 266, 277, and 282 and described as the north 60 feet-8 inches of 
Lot 23 and in instrument #20060067064, described as the south 26 feet 
of Lot 23, El Paso County Clerks Records, both parcels together being 
all of Lot 23, Block 4, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 

Historic District: Downtown 
Location: Parcel 1: 230 N. Mesa 
 Parcel 2: 218-222 N. Mesa 
Representative District:       #8 
Existing Zoning: C-5/H (Commercial/Historic) 
Year Built: Parcel 1: C. 1915 
Historic Status: Parcel 1: Non-Contributing 
 Parcel 2: Non-Contributing 
Request: Certificate of demolition for all structures located on Parcel 1 and 2. 
Application Filed: 10/01/2012 
45 Day Expiration: 11/29/2012 

ITEM #3 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

The applicant seeks approval for: 
 
The demolition of the existing structures located on Parcel 1 and Parcel 2.  Following demolition the 
sites will be cleared and graded in preparation for redevelopment.  Applicants will cooperate with the 
City of El Paso to provide landscaping and/or aesthetic amenities on the sidewalks and/or periphery of 
the site pending redevelopment plans. 

 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends approval of the proposed scope of 
work based on the following recommendations: 

 
 
The properties are not Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks, National Historic Landmarks, 
or listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
The properties have been so altered that they are no longer the embodiment of 
distinguished characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; can no longer be 
identified as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced 
the development of the city; and no longer embody distinguished elements of architectural 
design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant architectural 
innovation.  
 
The properties are non-contributing and have almost no relationship to other distinctive 
buildings, sites or areas which are eligible for preservation according to a plan based on 
architectural, historic or cultural motif.  
 
The properties no longer portray the environment of a group of people in an area of history 
characterized by a distinctive architectural style. 
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AERIAL MAP 
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SITE PLAN: PARCEL 1 
 

 



PHAP12-00040                   8 November 6, 2012 

SITE PLAN: PARCEL 2 
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Letters of Opposition 
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