
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 

DEPARTMENT: Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 

AGENDA DATE: November 16, 2010 
 

CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER: William Blaziek, 915-534-0600 
 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:    
 

SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City 
Manager to do what?  Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.  Include $ 
amount if applicable. 

 

Discussion and action to approve the 2011 Conference USA Men’s and Women’s Basketball Tournament support 
agreement between the City, County, El Paso Sports Commission and University of Texas at El Paso. 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably 
complete description of the contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid 
tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of 
this action?  What are the citizen concerns? 

 

The City and County jointly agreed to financially support the University of Texas at El Paso’s bid to host the 2011 
Conference USA Men’s and Women’s Basketball Tournament March 9 – 12, 2011 in El Paso.  Conference USA 
requires a minimum financial guarantee of $1,000,000 in net tournament revenue.  This agreement outlines the 
understanding between the City, County, El Paso Sports Commission and UTEP.  Per the agreement, if the net 
tournament revenue to Conference USA is not $1,000,000 or greater, El Paso Sports Commission will contribute up 
to the first $50,000 and the City and County shall equally contribute additional funds to achieve the minimum net 
tournament revenue of $1,000,000 to Conference USA of up to $475,000 each.  The tournament pro forma 
anticipates $1,400,000 in revenue and $375,000 in tournament expenses equaling $1,025,000 in net tournament 
revenue to Conference USA. 
 
The tournament historically draws over 2,000 participants and guests to the host city over a 5-day period generating 
an economic impact of $3,500,000. 

 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 

 

City Council approved a joint resolution with El Paso County to support the financial guarantee to secure the 
Conference USA - 2011 Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament on February 23, 2010. 
 

 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding source 
by account numbers and description of account.  Does it require a budget transfer? 

 

Hotel Occupancy Tax Reserve funds will be used to support the City’s financial obligations related to this 
agreement if per the agreement funds are due to the University of Texas at El Paso. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Enter appropriate comments or N/A 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD: ________________________________________________________________________ 
(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department 
should sign also) 

 
 

Information copy to appropriate Deputy City Manager 
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RESOLUTION 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 
 
 
 That the City Manager be authorized to sign an Agreement among the City of El 

Paso, the County of El Paso, the University of Texas at El Paso (“UTEP”) and the El 

Paso Sports Commission in support of the 2011 Conference USA’s Men’s and Women’s 

Postseason Basketball Tournaments at the Don Haskins Center and Memorial 

Gymnasium at UTEP and for payment of specified portions of any revenue shortfall that 

will be owed to Conference USA, Inc., and that the City Manager report back to City 

Council on the outcome of this Agreement and the tournament. 

 
 Dated this    day of      , 2010. 
 
 
       CITY OF EL PASO 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       John F. Cook, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM    APPROVED AS TO CONTENT 
 
 
 
______________________________   ____________________________ 
Kristen L. Choi     Deborah Hamlyn 
Assistant City Attorney    Deputy City Manager 


































