


ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6 (VEHICLES FOR HIRE), 
CHAPTER 6.08 (PASSENGER BUSES AND STREETCARS), OF 
THE EL PASO CITY CODE TO ADD A NEW SECTION 6.08.060 

TO PROVIDE FOR PRIORITY SEATING FOR SENIOR AND 
MOBILITY-IMPAIRED PASSENGERS ON SUN METRO BUSES, 

INCLUDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION. 
 
 

WHEREAS, senior and disabled individuals are afforded the opportunity to obtain 
identification cards from the Mass Transit Department of the City of El Paso, which provide for 
discounted fares on Sun Metro buses;   
 

WHEREAS, priority seating has been established in Sun Metro buses to serve persons 
who are senior or who are disabled; and   
 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso has determined that a need exists for an ordinance 
establishing and enforcing the right of senior and disabled individuals with Sun Metro 
identification cards to utilize such priority seating in preference to individuals who do not 
possess such a card;   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO THAT: 
 
 A new Section 6.08.060, Sun Metro Priority Seating, is hereby adopted, to read as 

follows:   
 
 Section 6.08.060 Sun Metro Priority Seating 
 
 A. Persons who meet the criteria established by the Mass Transit Department 

of the City as a senior or disabled person may obtain from the Department 
identification cards (“Sun Metro Senior/Disabled/LIFT picture ID cards”), which 
entitle such individuals to “priority seating” as designated on Sun Metro buses.  A 
passenger who holds a Sun Metro Senior/Disabled/LIFT picture ID card shall 
have seating preference over a non-card holder in such priority seats.  Card 
holders entitled to priority seating, however, may choose to sit or stand in any 
passenger location and thereby, forego the priority seating.  A passenger who does 
not hold a Sun Metro Senior/Disabled/LIFT picture ID card and who is occupying 
a seat designated as priority senior/disabled seating shall relinquish such seat 
upon being informed that a person holding a Sun Metro Senior/Disabled/LIFT 
picture ID card desires to occupy such seat.   

 
 B. Any person violating any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not to 
exceed five hundred dollars per violation.   
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