
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  
DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
DEPARTMENT: City Development Department 
 

AGENDA DATE: November 27, 2012 
 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE NUMBER:  Mathew McElroy--541-4193 
 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: ALL DISTRICTS 
 
SUBJECT: 
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City Manager to do what?  Be descriptive of what 
we want Council to approve.  Include $ amount if applicable. 
Discussion and action on a Resolution to adopt the City of El Paso Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement 
Assistance. (All Districts) [City Development Department – Mathew McElroy, Director, 915-541-4193 
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete description of the 
contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate.  What are the 
benefits to the City of this action?  What are the citizen concerns? 
The purpose and intent of the City of El Paso Guidelines and Criteria is to set forth the parameters under which 
the City will operate a tax abatement program. This program is intended to be an economic development tool to 
assist and encourage certain types of real and personal property investment within qualified reinvestment zones. 
Such investment is expected to result in the creation, retention and expansion of new full-time jobs while 
strengthening the tax base of the City of El Paso. All applications for tax abatement benefits will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis, and the decision to approve or deny tax abatement shall at the discretion of the City 
Council. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 
The tax abatement guidelines and criteria were previously approved by Council on November of 2010. The tax 
abatement guidelines and criteria have expired and require reauthorization. 
 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding source by account numbers and description 
of account.  Does it require a budget transfer? 
N/A 
 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Enter appropriate comments or N/A 
N/A 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:   _________________________________________________________________________ 

(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign also) 
Information copy to appropriate Deputy City Manager 



























 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two Civic Center Plaza 
El Paso, TX  79901 

(915) 541-0000 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE:  November 27, 2012 
 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
   Joyce A. Wilson, City Manager 
 
FROM: Mathew McElroy, Director, City Development 

Department 
 
SUBJECT:  Discussion and action on a resolution to adopt the City 

of El Paso Guidelines and Criteria for Tax Abatement 
Assistance. 

    
 
The City of El Paso is authorized to provide tax abatement benefits in 
accordance with the State of Texas Property Redevelopment and Tax 
Abatement Act, Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code, as amended (the “Act”). 
Said Act requires the establishment of these Guidelines and Criteria for the 
governing of tax abatement agreements between the City of El Paso and 
eligible entities. The Act furthermore permits the designation of “reinvestment 
zones” in accordance with specific criteria. 
 
The purpose and intent of the City of El Paso Guidelines and Criteria is to set 
forth the parameters under which the City will operate a tax abatement 
program. This program is intended to be an economic development tool to 
assist and encourage certain types of real and personal property investment 
within qualified reinvestment zones. Such investment is expected to result in 
the creation, retention and expansion of new full-time jobs while 
strengthening the tax base of the City of El Paso. All applications for tax 
abatement benefits will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and the 
decision to approve or deny tax abatement shall at the discretion of the City 
Council. 
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