
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
 
DEPARTMENT: Development Services Department 
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction:  November 14, 2006 

Public Hearing:  November 28, 2006 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Linda Castle, Senior Planner/541-4029 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: All 
 

SUBJECT: 
 
An Ordinance amending Title 2, Administration and Personnel, Chapter 2.16, Zoning Board of 
Adjustment, Section 2.16.050, Special Exceptions, of the El Paso City Code to amend certain 
special exceptions as to space, yards and setbacks.  The penalty is as provided in Chapter 20.68 
of the El Paso City Code.  (All Districts) 

 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
 
See attached information. 

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
N/A 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
 
N/A 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) – Unanimous Approval Recommendation 
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Unanimous Approval Recommendation 

 City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation (6-0) 
 
 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
LEGAL:  (if required) ____________________________ FINANCE:  (if required) ______________________ 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:  R. Alan Shubert 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER:   _______________________________                     DATE:  ___________________ 
 











BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
 
Chapter 2.16 of the El Paso City Code authorizes the Zoning Board of Adjustment to grant Special 
Exceptions to Title 20 (Zoning) as to setbacks.  These changes to the Special Exceptions were 
suggested by both members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the staff of the Development 
Services Department–Planning Division: 
 

•  Special Exception C – Permits applicant to find two or more nonconforming properties within 
the same block on the same side of the street in order to modify their own setbacks.  The 
change adds properties across the street. 

•  Special Exception G – Permits applicant to add a room to the rear of their single-family house.  
The addition can encroach 3/5 of the depth of the required yard setback.  The change requires a 
minimum 10’ rear yard.   

•  Special Exception H – Same as the Special Exception G, except for duplexes.  The change 
requires a minimum 10’ rear yard.   

•  Special Exception K – Permits an applicant in a Residential (R) district to request up to a 50  
      per cent reduction in a side street yard setback.  The change deletes the Residential restriction,  
      allowing applicants in all districts to apply for this Special Exception. 
•  Special Exception T – Permits an applicant to reduce a yard setback in order to install a 

permanent shade covering for vehicle sales.  The change deletes the definition of “parkway.” 
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Special Exception C

• Permits applicant to find two other 
nonconforming lots in same block on same 
side of street in order to get modification in 
setbacks 

• Proposed change adds properties across 
the street











Special Exception G

• Permits applicant to extend residence a 
depth of 3/5 of required rear yard setback

• Proposed change requires at least a 10’
rear yard setback
– BZAC changes in lot development allowing 

percentage of lot to be developed vs. fixed 
setbacks

– Special Permits that allow reduced setbacks



Special Exception H

• Permits applicant to extend duplex by a 
depth of 3/5 of required yard setback

• Proposed change requires at least a 10’
rear yard setback
– BZAC changes in lot development allowing 

percentage of lot to be developed vs. fixed 
setbacks

– Special Permits that allow reduced setbacks



Special Exception K

• Permits applicants in Residential districts 
to request up to a 50% reduction in side 
street yard setback

• Proposed change deletes Residential 
restriction, allowing properties in other 
zoning districts to be considered for this 
Special Exception



Special Exception T

• Permits application for reduced yard 
setbacks for permanent shade coverings 
for vehicle sales

• Proposed change deletes definition of 
parkway (defined in Subdivision Code)
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