
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM  

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

DEPARTMENT:  MPO  
 
AGENDA DATE:    November 29, 2011  
 
CONTACT PERSON NAME AND PHONE NUMBER:  Michael Medina, 591-9735 x 17  
 
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All  

SUBJECT: 
 That the City Manager be authorized to sign a Consulting Agreement by and between the  
 City of El Paso, Texas (“City”), acting in its capacity as the fiscal agent to the Metropolitan  
 Planning Organization for the El Paso Urban Transportation Study Area (“MPO”), and the Texas 
 Transportation Institute (“TTI”) whereby the TTI agrees to assist the MPO in refining the MPO’s  
 Congestion Management Process to address Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit  

Administration recommendations in order to ensure compliance with federal requirements 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
 The purpose of the Congestion Management Process (CMP) is to measure multi-model 
 transportation system performance, identify the cause of traffic congestion, assess alternative 
 actions, implement cost-effective actions and evaluate the effectiveness of implemented actions 
 for the El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization Study Area.  A CMP is required in 
 metropolitan areas with population exceeding 200,000, known as Transportation Management 
 Areas (TMAs). Federal requirements also state that in all TMAs, the CMP shall be 
 developed and implemented as an integrated part of the metropolitan transportation planning
 process.  In TMAs designated as ozone or carbon monoxide non-attainment areas, the CMP takes 
 on a greater significance. Federal law prohibits projects that result in a significant increase in 
 carrying capacity for single occupant vehicles (SOVs) from being programmed in these areas 
 unless the project is addressed in the region‘s CMP. The CMP must provide an analysis of 
 reasonable travel demand reduction and operational management strategies; if the analysis 
 demonstrates that these strategies cannot fully satisfy the need for additional capacity and 
 additional SOV capacity is warranted, then the CMP must identify strategies to manage the 
 SOV facility safely and effectively, along with other travel demand reduction and operational 
 management strategies appropriate for the corridor. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
None 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
$130,000. Account 502215, Fund 05043, Grant G781202, Dept. ID 68150009, No budget 
transfer required. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
The Transportation Policy Board for the MPO approved the Unified Planning Work Program, which lists this 
activity, on August 5, 2011. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD: ________________________________________________________________________ 

(If Department Head Summary Form is initiated by Purchasing, client department 
should sign also) 

 
 



 RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 

 That the City Manager be authorized to sign a Consulting Agreement by and between the  
 
City of El Paso, Texas (“City”), acting in its capacity as the fiscal agent to the Metropolitan  
 
Planning Organization for the El Paso Urban Transportation Study Area (“MPO”), and the Texas  
 
Transportation Institute (“TTI”) whereby the TTI agrees to assist the MPO in refining the MPO’s  
 
Congestion Management Process to address Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit  
 
Administration recommendations in order to ensure compliance with federal requirements.    
   

 ADOPTED this ____ day of _______________, 2011. 

       THE CITY OF EL PASO 
 
       _________________________ 
       John F. Cook 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
__________________________   ____________________________ 
Sylvia Borunda Firth     Roy Gilyard, Executive Director 
Senior Assistant City Attorney   Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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