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SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
10th FLOOR CONFERENC ROOM 

NOVEMBER 18, 2010 
 
The City Council met at the above place and date.  Meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m. The following 
Council Members answered roll call:  Ann Morgan Lilly, Susie Byrd, Carl Robinson, Steve Ortega, and Beto 
O’Rourke. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1. Presentation by Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) on the Housing and Transportation 
Affordability Index (“H + T Affordability Index”), for use as a local tool to benchmark costs of housing 
and transportation in El Paso, TX. 
 

2. Working Session to discuss implementation and use of the H+T Affordability Index in City 
funding and policy decisions. 

 
Ms. Deborah Hamlyn, Deputy City Manager, introduced Ms. Maria Choca Urban and Ms. Stefanie Shull, 
Policy Analysts-Transportation and Community Development, with the Center for Neighborhood 
Technology. 
 
Representative Byrd explained her reasoning for this meeting, and how to apply new definitions of affordability 
to the Housing and Transportation decisions made City wide. 
 
Ms. Maria Choca Urban explained how sprawl has affected our neighborhoods and the efforts the Obama 
Administration is making. El Paso is the first city in the nation to pass an Ordinance requiring Transportation 
and Affordability to be taken into consideration. 
 
Ms. Maria Choca Urban stated that more compact development, mixed uses, greater street connectivity, and 
public transit options are the developments in the real estate market and community. 
 
Ms. Stefanie Shull explained the mission of their organization, CNT. Ms. Shull explained how sprawl is often 
attributed to “driving as far as you can until you can afford a mortgage”, or “Drive until you qualify”. 
 
Ms. Shull presented a PowerPoint presentation concerning Location Efficiency - Affordable areas as far as 
transportation and housing costs are concerned.  (PowerPoint presentation on file in the City Clerk’s office) 
 
Representative Byrd asked Ms. Shull to explain a slide regarding housing costs. 
 
Mr. Michael Bray, citizen, questioned the Average Median Income (AMI) figures as to whether they are local or 
regional. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Special City Council Meeting was adjourned at 9:42 a.m. due to a loss of quorum. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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______________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen, City Clerk 
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