
RESOLUTION 
 
 
 The City Council of the City of El Paso supports the adoption of a Federal Transportation 
Bill that includes the following: 
 

1. Continued funding for the Border Infrastructure funding; 
 

2. Local options for funding of transportation projects;  
 

3. Simplification, flexibility and more local control regarding implementation of 
transportation projects. 

 
4. Increased funding for mass transit options, rail and light rail. 

 
5. Funding for highway enhancements to accommodate pedestrians and bicycles. 

 
6. Adequate funding for maintenance of existing transportation infrastructure. 

 
 

Adopted the  ________day of December, 2009. 
 
       CITY OF EL PASO 
 
 
 
              
       John F. Cook 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
       
Sylvia Borunda Firth 
Senior Assistant City Attorney 
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To: Susie Byrd,  John Cook, Sylvia Firth, Harold Hahn,  Ted Houghton,  Beto O’Rourke, Jane 

Shang, Ray Telles, Joyce Wilson  
 
From:  Steve Ortega 
 
Date: November 24, 2010 
 
Subject: Texas Municipal League Stakeholder Meeting regarding the Surface Transportation  
 Authorization Act 2009 (“STAA”) 
 

 
Last Friday I attended a meeting in Austin regarding the federal surface transportation reauthorization 
legislation.  The meeting was led by Colby Chase who handles legislative affairs for TxDOT. Municipal 
representatives from across Texas were in attendance.  The purpose of the meeting was to solicit input 
from municipal stakeholders so that TxDOT properly advocates on behalf of the state’s transportation 
needs as the STAA legislation introduced by Chairman Jim Oberstar progresses.  This memorandum 
summarizes the main issues addressed at the meeting. 
 

• The new federal legislation recognizes that new transportation legislation needs to be goal-
oriented and not process driven.  As a result, there will be premium placed on metrics 
requirements, flexibility, and simplification.  Also, more discretion will be given to local 
decision-makers regarding transportation choices.   

• The push from the Texas delegation will not focus as much on reforming the donor state formula 
because there is not enough political clout in congress to do so. 

• The immediate future of transportation funding will involve arguments over increasing the federal 
gas tax (bad for Texas if the donor state formula stays the same) versus moving towards a charge 
based on vehicle miles traveled (“vmt”) (bad for citizens of sprawling cities with inefficient mass 
transit options).   

• There are diminishing returns with the gas tax as vehicles become more fuel efficient and as 
vehicles are increasingly powered by electric motors.  A vmt arrangement would charge based on 
roadway usage and would encourage transportation via sources other than the automobile.   

• The Border Infrastructure Program is not a priority in STAA and this would hurt Texas’ border 
communities. 

 
The sentiment is that under this federal administration, the transportation debate is going to continue to 
move towards encouragement of mass transit, mitigated dependence on fossil fuels, and payment for 
transportation based on usage (i.e., toll roads, vmt, etc.).  Binding transportation decisions to land uses 
will also be part of the dialogue.   
 
Colby Chase stated that TxDOT would like formal comments from Texas communities by the first week 
in December as the Texas Transportation Commission will formally be adopting positions for Texas 
regarding the STAA early next year.  I would like the city to take a firm position on the Border 
Infrastructure Program and I think that we should dialogue early next week to formally adopt and submit 
El Paso’s positions to TxDOT as it relates to our transportation initiatives (i.e., BRT, international issues). 
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