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Purpose of the Briefing

• Present the FY 2008 Public Art Plan 
• Provide an update on the FY 2007 Public Art Plan
• Request $665,000 for FY 2008 Public Art Plan
• Reprogram $ 100,000 FY 07 funds  
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Public Art  Program 
Current Status FY06-07 

Accomplishments

1. Created the Public Art Committee
2. Created a pre-qualified artist pool
3. Initiated FY07 Public Art Plan
4. Assessed the City’s public art collection
5. Established a public art maintenance plan 
6. Implemented seven (7) public art projects
7. Accessioned the Art and Sol Collection
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Status and Current Projects from 
2007 Public Art Plan

• Mural Art Projects
• Bus Shelters
• Pocket Parks 
• International Border Art Project
• El Paso Cultural Corridor
• Keystone Heritage Park
• Trans-Mountain Nature Trails
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Community Projects:

Pocket Park Projects, Mural Art, 
and Bus Shelters  $440,000

These projects are community-driven to be implemented 
citywide.  We met with stakeholders and City 
departments to implement projects where we had 
sufficient opportunity to be involved. Other projects 
were too far along or had been completed for the 
program to be involved.  A majority of funds in this 
category have been programmed and projects are in 
progress.  
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Alberta Way Mural

• This is part of a drainage/street improvement project to include
landscaping, benches and nine large walls built for the mural project.  
The artist has completed a design concept for the mural and it will be 
complete by end of 
FY 07.

• $40,000 FY 07
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Upper Valley Traffic Circle

• The site will be reconfigured to add 
and widen traffic lanes on Upper 
Valley road and Country Club road.  
A traffic circle will be constructed in 
the intersection to alleviate traffic 
flows during high traffic volumes.  A 
large scale public artwork will be 
installed in the center of the traffic 
circle.

• $70,000 FY 07
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Crime Victims Memorial Reading Garden

• The Crime Victims 
Organization will donate 
funds to participate in a 
public art project to 
memorialize those that 
have fallen victim to a 
crime.  An area of raw 
land between Yucca Park 
and the Judge Marquez 
Library was identified to 
create a public artwork.

• $70,000 FY 07
• $35,000 additional pledge
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Open Space Enhancement Van Buren

• The project makes use of 
area damns and arroyos 
by including walking trails 
and sitting areas in 
neighborhoods that lack 
park facilities.  The 
landscape architects are 
beginning the design 
phase and are including 
an artist as part of the 
design team to 
incorporate a public art.  

• $ 55,000 FY 07
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FY 07 Public Art Update
The Men of Company E

• The Men of Company E were all 
local Hispanic men who lost their 
lives fighting for our country.  
Currently there is a small sign 
that dedicates the park to the 
Men for their efforts.  The Bowie 
alumni association and veterans 
would like to remember these 
men with a memorial and serve 
as a reminder to young Hispanics 
of the reality of war.

• $55,000 FY 08
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FY 07 Public Art Update
Public Artpost

• The center is to be part of 
the public art program to be 
used as a storage facility and 
a work area for artists to 
complete their works prior to 
permanent installation.  The 
original artist Mago Gandara 
created “Senior Sol” and will 
restore and complete her 
mosaic project with “Senora 
Luna”

• $150,000 FY 07
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FY 07 Public Art Update
El Paso Cultural Corridor $300,000

The project will create a 
cohesiveness in and 
around the Cleveland 
Square vicinity by 
creating a common 
theme to include parks, 
the museums, and the 
main library

Current Status
• Engaged a project 

manager
• Met with city, cultural and 

business leaders 
• Established an artist 

selection panel
Next Steps
• Artist design concept
• Fabrication process
• Installation



FY 07 Public Art Update
International Border Art Project

$50,000 - Pending
Creative Cities Leadership (CCLP) conducted a bi-
national design competition that was to create synergy 
that links the two major border cities for national impact 
and attention.  Through the design competition 
presented by three finalist the CCLP identified a 
potential public art project.  The design competition was 
completed in August therefore action was taken in FY 
2007.  The CCLP will be selecting a design team for the 
bi-national public art project to include an increase of 
$25,000 in the FY 2008  public art plan.
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FY 07 Public Art Plan Update
Keystone Heritage Park 

$50,000 - Postponed

The project was to enhance the archeological 
site by integrating public art to reflect the rich 
history of past civilizations.  It was 
recommended that this project be removed from 
the FY 2008 public art plan and reprogram the 
funds to community projects.  The project will be 
revisited in the future to be included into the 
public art plan.
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FY 07 Public Art Plan Update
Trans-Mountain Nature Trails

$50,000 - Postponed

A collaboration with Parks and Wildlife and existing 
Museums to enhance the visitor’s experience with 
dynamic shelters inspired and augmented by the natural 
surroundings.  No action was taken on this project for FY 
2007 due to the damage of storm 2006 and the possible 
partnership of the Texas Parks and Wildlife.  Fund to be 
reprogrammed to community projects for FY 2008.
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Funding the Public Art Plan

FY 2003 Certificates of Obligation           $544,891
FY 2006 Certificates of Obligation $1,977,360
Total Public Art funds                              $ 2,522,251

Total amount for 2007 $890,000
Total amount for 2008 $665,000

Amount remaining for future projects      $1,212,251
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Public Art Current Projects
Project FY 07 FY 08

Upper Valley Traffic Circle $70,000 0

Open Space Van Buren $55,000 0

Alberta Way Mural $40,000 0

Crime Victims Reading Garden $70,000 0

Men of Company E $55,000 0

El Paso Cultural Corridor $300,000 $200,000

Piedras Art Post $150,000 0

International Border Art $50,000 $25,000
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FY 2008 New Projects

Projects FY 07 FY 08

Art and Sol 0 $20,000

Community Projects
•Keystone Heritage Park –reprogrammed
•Trans-mountain Nature Trail - reprogrammed

$100,000 $420,000

FY 2008 Total Funds $665,000



19

FY 08 New Public Art Projects
Art and Sol Project

• Two local artists will be 
selected to complete two 
additional spheres for the 
Art and Sol collection.  
The sphere will be 
completed by March of 
2008 and exhibited 
downtown in the early 
summer.

• $20,000 FY08
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FY 08 New Public Art
Community Projects

• These are community-
driven projects to include 
murals, bus shelters, parks 
and community centers 
that reflect the community’s 
history and culture or 
provide an intimate space 
for enjoyment of the public

• $420,000 FY 08
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Public Art Projects Partnerships

El Paso International Airport: 

An artist is to be selected 
from the public art artist 
pool to design and install a 
large hanging glass 
sculpture in an open 
space. 

El Paso Civic Center Plaza:

An artist will be selected 
from the public art artist 
pool to be part of the 
design team with the 
project architect on a 
large canopy structure.



22

Civic Center Plaza

• The Convention and 
Visitors Bureau will be 
reconstructing the plaza 
area to include a large 
canopy.  An artist will be 
commissioned to be part 
of the design team with 
the architects.  The 
canopy is to include a 
resin material that an 
artist can use to create 
design or add lighting 
effects.

• $ TBD
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El Paso International Airport

• The Airport expansion 
project has identified 
two sites where 
artwork can be 
integrated.  One area 
is a large glass 
window where an 
artist can integrate a 
large hanging 
sculpture.

• $ TBD
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Process

• Recommended by the Public Art Committee 10/29/07
• Approved by the Cultural Affairs Advisory Board 11/6/07
• City Council review and approval 
• Continue implementation of current projects
• Implement four ( 4) new projects in FY 2008
• Complete four (4) projects by 2008
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