
























Artspace Inc.



Artspace’s mission is to create, foster, and preserve 
affordable space for artists and arts organizations. 

Artspace owns and operates 24 projects in 17 cities and 12 
states. Nineteen of the 24 are live/work projects with a total 
of 846 residential units. Many of the live/work projects also 
include non-residential space such as studios, offices for arts 
organizations, rehearsal and performance venues, and space 
for arts-friendly businesses.



A “live/work” project is a residential building in which each 
unit has extra space (usually 100 to 150 square feet) that the 
artist can use as a studio. Other design elements, such as 
high ceilings, large windows, durable surfaces, and wide 
doorways, accommodate a wide variety of creative 
processes. Artspace live/work projects also include common 
spaces that encourage cooperation and community 
involvement.

Artspace live/work projects qualify as affordable housing for 
low- to moderate-income households under Section 42 of 
the IRS Code.

















We would like to enter into a contract with the El Paso 
Community Foundation to contract with Artspace for a low-
income, live-work space for artists in El Paso.  Their 
preliminary study has shown a market demand for up to 127 
units in downtown El Paso. 

The Artspace would help City Council achieve their 
downtown redevelopment and affordable housing goals, as 
the project will be:

• located in the 2015 Downtown Plan area

• 100% affordable units

• a catalyst for economic development projects



The City is being asked to make a commitment of $350,000 
over two fiscal years in order to move forward with the 
project.  The Community Foundation will raise $300,000 for 
the development phase and raise additional funds for the 
actual building.  The Kresge Foundation will provide 
$150,000 for the development phase.  The total development 
phase costs are expected to be $700,000.

The City’s portion of the funding is to come from the 
contingency fund, and has been spaced to account for the 
City’s fiscal requirements.


