RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO,
TEXAS:

THAT the Mayor be authorized to sign the attached letter along with Environment Texas
Research and Policy Center and elected officials across the State of Texas calling on the State
Legislature to lead the way in advancing clean energy solutions by creating incentives and
rebates to encourage installation of solar panels and energy efficiency measures in Texas homes
and businesses.

ADOPTED this day of December 2008.
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John F. Cook
Mayor
ATTEST:
Richarda Duffy Momsen
City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Sylvia Borunda Firth
Senior Assistant City Attorney
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DATE
Dear Legislator,

When it comes to energy, we’ve got big problems in America. But Texas has the
technological prowess and vast reserves of renewable energy from the sun, wind and
crops that can lead this country out of our energy crisis and revitalize our economy to
boot. We’re already the national leader in wind power, and we have enough solar
radiation to power the entire nation. We also have the technology to make our homes and
businesses more energy efficient, saving us money and reducing pollution. The Texas
Legislature should lead the way in clean energy solutions by creating incentives and
rebates to encourage the installation of solar panels and energy efficiency measures in our
homes and businesses. This investment in clean energy will help create thousands of
high-paying manufacturing jobs, make our air cleaner, and renew Texas’s leadership as
the energy capital of the world.

In the 81% Legislature, we urge you to support policies to:

Create incentives to install 4000 megawatts of solar power by 2020

From chemical companies on the Houston Ship Channel that produce solar-grade silicon,
to Central Texas semiconductor manufacturers that produce photovoltaic panels, to rural
farmers ready to lease their land to large-scale solar power plants, Texas already has a
solid foundation to ride the solar power wave. But other states like Pennsylvania,
Colorado, California and New Jersey and the countries of Germany, Spain and Japan are
far ahead of Texas in creating solar programs. With federal climate legislation likely to
create billions in investments for clean energy, states with existing markets for solar
power will likely reap the windfall, Texas shouldn’t be left out in the cold. The Texas
Legislature should require retail electric providers to acquire 4000 megawatts of solar
power by the year 2020. At least 2000 megawatts of that goal should be met by providing
rebates to home and business owners to help them install solar on their roofiops.

Require utilities to reduce energy consumption by 1% a year by 2015 and 2% a year
by 2020

Improved energy efficiency is the cheapest, cleanest, and most readily available way to
meet our energy needs, making it our best solution to our energy problems. With energy
prices on the rise, energy efficiency is the most effective way to help consumers save
money and help avoid the need to build expensive and polluting new power plants. In
1999, Texas became the first state in the nation to pass an energy efficiency resource
standard. However, according to the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy,
today Texas ranks just 25" in the nation for utility spending on efficiency. By offering
expanded programs to promote home energy audits and weatherization programs,
switching out incandescent lighting for energy efficient compact fluorescents, providing
rebates to consumers to replace old appliances with new energy efficient appliances, and
providing incentives for manufacturers to replace inefficient equipment with more
efficient technologies, we can significantly reduce the demand for electricity.




Improve building codes so that the efficiency standards for new homes are increased
by 15 percent every three years

A new generation of clean, efficient, zero-energy homes and businesses is on the horizon.
With new high-tech building products and advanced construction techniques, we've
already got what it takes to build green. Homes and businesses account for almost half of
our energy use and yet we are still designing most of our buildings as if we weren’t
facing skyrocketing energy costs or health-damaging air pollution. The Legislature
should follow the lead of Dallas, Frisco, Austin and other cities by adopting a statewide
building code that requires new homes to be at least fifteen percent more energy efficient.
We should also give innovative builders the tools they need to go even further by
retrofitting old buildings and developing new ways to save energy.

Help schools, universities and local governments improve the efficiency of buildings
through low-cost loans.

The Texas LoanSTAR Program is a very successful revolving loan program that helps
public buildings, including state agencies, school districts, higher education, local
governments and hospitals invest in energy efficiency. However, demand for the program
far exceeds the money available. The Texas Legislature should increase the fund
(currently $98.6 million) fourfold.

Require certain appliances to meet minimum efficiency standards.

Eleven states have adopted efficiency standards for various appliances and equipment
since 2001. These products include DVD players, bottle water dispensers, and residential
swimming pool pumps. According to the State Energy Conservation office, Texas
adoption of these efficiency standards would reduce summertime peak electric demand
by 134 megawatts and save Texas consumers $63 million per year by 2020.

Sincerely,
Elected Officials

Mayor Patricio M. Ahumada, Jr
City of Brownsville
Brownsville, TX

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Elmore
City of Wichita Falls
Wichita Falls, TX

Mayor Pro Tem Jack Chatman, Jr.
City of Port Arthur
Port Arthur, TX

Councilmember Peter Brown
City of Houston
Houston, TX




Councilmember James Rodriguez
City of Houston
Houston, TX

Councilmember Pat McLaughlan
City of Bellaire
Bellaire, TX

Councilmember Anthony Williams
City of Abilene
Abilene, TX

Larry Duncan
Board President, Dallas County Schools
Dallas, TX

Business and Labor Leaders

Hall Hammond
San Antonio, TX

Paul Lewis
EmPower Energy Solutions
Abilene, TX

Daryl Stewart
IBEW Local 527
Texas City, TX

Lara Rupp

Sales & Marketing Coordinator, Public Affairs, Alternative Power Solutions, LLC
Houston, TX

Brandon Mathis
Owner, Solar Community LL.C
Austin, TX

Laurie Whatley
Owner, Sunshine Natural Foods
Wichita Falls, TX

Paul Dowlearn
Owner, Wichita Valley Landscape
Wichita Falls, TX




Connell Linson
Head of Greater Houston Area Chapter, U.S. Green Building Council
Houston, TX

Paolo Petrizi and Gianluca Ferrario
SPI Engineering LLC
South Padre Island, TX

Brien Clemmens
Owner, Applied Solar LLC
Arlington, TX

Paul Knudsen
Owner, Knudsen’s Portfolic Studio
Arlington, TX

Earhart Main Street School of Music
Arlington, TX

ACE Distributing Co. Inc.
Houston, TX

LaVerne A. Williams, AIA, LEED"® AP
Architect & Building ecologist, Founder & CEO
Environment Associates, Architects & Consultants
Houston, TX

Robert Miles
Entrepreneur in Residence, Hunt Energy Enterprises
Dallas, TX

Mike Weinning
Vice President, Business Development, Solar Power USA
Austin, TX

John Curry
Owner, Powerup Solar
Tyler, TX

Audrey Cook
Owner, Aerobic Bottled Water
Greenville, TX




Community Groups

Luke Metzger
Director, Environment Texas
Austin, TX

Tom Smitty Smith
Director, Public Citizen’s Texas Office
Austin, TX

Cyrus Reed, PhD
Conservation Director, Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter
Austin, TX

Jill Frizzell Flores
Coordinator, Keep Abilene Beautiful
Abilene, TX

Janice Bezanson

Executive Director, Texas Conservation Alliance
Tyler, TX

James Canup ‘
Executive Director, Texas League of Conservation Voters
Austin, TX

Melissa Cubria
Program Associate, Texas Public Interest Research Group
Austin, TX

Robert and Joy Cervenka
T.P.O.W.ER.
Riesel, TX

Penny Miller
President, League of Women Voters of Texas
Wichita Falls, TX

John Hirschi
Treasurer, River Bend Nature Center
Wichita Falls, TX

Joanna Hirschi
President, Sierra Club- Wichita Falls Chapter
Wichita Falls, TX




Heather Vasquez
Board Member, Keep Wichita Falls Beautiful
Wichita Falls, TX

Arlington Conservation Council
Arlington, TX

Central Dallas Community Development Corporation
Dallas, TX

Lon Burnam
Director, Dallas Peace Center
Dallas, TX

Hilton Kelley CEO / Founder (CIDA Inc,)
Community In-power and Development Association Inc
Port Arthur, TX

Walter Moreau
Executive Director, Foundation Communities
Austin, TX

Robin Sowton
Energy Chair, Dallas Sierra Club
Dallas, TX

Faith Leaders

Deborah Meely
Campus Minister, Midwestern State University Catholic Campus Center
Wichita Falls, TX

Kent Seuser
Wesley Foundation
Arlington, TX

Gary Stuard
CFO, Interfaith Environmental Alliance
Dallas, TX

Bee Moorhead
Executive Director, Texas Impact
Austin, TX

Academics




Al Armendariz, Ph.D.

Research Associate Professor, Department of Environmental and Civil Engineering
Southern Methodist University

Dallas, TX

Martina Cartwright

Director, Environmental Law and Justice Center

Texas Southern University-Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Houston, TX

Thelma Harmon

Instructor, Texas Southern University-Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Houston, TX

Carroll Robinson
Associate Professor, Texas Southern University-School of Public Affairs
Houston, TX

Robert Harriss
President, Houston Advanced Research Center
Houston, TX

Ronald Sass

Fellow, Baker Institute of Public Policy
Rice University

Houston, TX

Amold Schecter, MD, MPH

Professor of Environmental Sciences
Univ. of Texas School of Public Health
Dallas, TX




