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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT:   Development Services Department 
 
AGENDA DATE:   CCA Introduction: 12/15/09 Public Hearing: 12/ 22/09  
 
CONTACT PERSON/PHONE:  Eduardo Garcia – 541-4638 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All 
 
SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance amending Title 19 (Subdivisions), Chapter 19.15 (Roadways), Section 
19.15.060 (Street Standards), Section 19.15.090 (Cul-de-Sac Streets), and Section 19.15.110 
(Street Width and Design) of the El Paso City Code to allow for alternative road design.  The 
penalty as provided in Chapter 19.42 of the City of El Paso City Code. 
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  
On November 17, 2009, City Council directed staff to review Section 19.15. 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:  
N/A 
 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:  
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) –  Unanimous Approval Recommendation  
City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation (4-0 ) 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION********** ********** 
 
LEGAL:   (if required) N/A FINANCE:   (if required) N/A 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:   Victor Q. Torres 
     Director, Development Services 
     __________________________________ 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: __________________________________DATE: _______________ 
 



ORDINANCE NO. __________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 19 (SUBDIVISIONS), CHAPTER 19.15 
(ROADWAYS), SECTION 19.15.060 (STREET STANDARDS), SECTION 

19.15.090 (CUL-DE-SAC STREETS), AND SECTION 19.15.110 (STREET WIDTH 
AND DESIGN) OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE TO ALLOW FOR 

ALTERNATIVE ROAD DESIGN.  THE PENALTY AS PROVIDED IN 
CHAPTER 19.42 OF THE CITY OF EL PASO CITY CODE. 

 
WHEREAS, Title 19 (Subdivisions) of the El Paso City Code (the “Code”) was 

adopted to promote the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the community; and, 
  

WHEREAS, the Subdivision Ordinance helps guide the physical development of 
the community by promoting orderly and healthful design, and particularly by providing 
adequate public facilities; and,  

 
WHEREAS, City Council has determined that alternative road designs meeting 

certain specified criteria should also be allowed; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission has recommended approval of the 
amendments, and the El Paso City Council finds that the amendments proposed herein 
will further protect and provide for the public health, safety, morals and general welfare 
of the community, and  
   
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO: 

 
Section 1.   That Title 19, Subdivisions, Chapter 19.15 (Roadways), of the El 

Paso City Code be amended as follows: 
 
1.  Section 19.15.060 (Street standards), Subsection K (Street Grades and 

Horizontal Curves), of the El Paso City Code is amended as follows:  
 
K.   Street Grades and Horizontal Curves. Minimum and maximum street grades and 
horizontal curves will conform to standards set forth in the DSC and the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).  
 

2.  Section 19.15.090 (Cul-de-sac Streets), Table 19.15-1:  Width for Cul-de-sac 
Streets for Certain Activities, of the El Paso City Code is amended as follows:  

Table 19.15-1: Width for Cul-de-sac Streets for Certain Activities 

TABLE INSET: 
 

  Activity Served    
Paving 
Width*  
  

Right-of-
way 
Width    

Additional 
Requirements    

Less than 12 dwellings    32'    50'    300' maximum length    



1-25 dwellings    36'    54'    
600' maximum length - 
Single-family, duplex only**  
  

Nonresidential Zoning Districts 
(except as otherwise specified)    36'    52'    300' maximum length    

Heavy Commercial District and 
Industrial Districts    40'    60'    300' maximum length    

* Measured from the front of adjoining curbs. 
** Cul-de-sacs (dead end streets) serving triplex, quadraplex and higher density 
multifamily uses shall be discouraged. Exceptions may be granted by the CPC where no 
alternative exists and meeting the Heavy Commercial Standard or in infill development 
situations. 

  
3.  Section 19.15.110 (Street width and design), Subsection A (Pavement Widths 

and Rights-of-Way), is amended as follows: 
 

A. Pavement Widths and Rights-of-Way. Pavement widths and design and rights-of-
way shall be as follows provided that for Local 2, Local 3 or Local 4, the 
subdivision also meets the applicable block length requirements of 19.15.080 and 
connectivity index in 19.15.050: 

 
4.  Section 19.15.110 (Street width and design), Table 19.15-3:  Widths/Design 

Required by Street Type, of the El Paso City Code is amended as follows:  
 
 





Section 2.   Except as herein amended, Title 19, Subdivisions, of the El Paso City Code 
shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this _____of ___________________2009  
 
       THE CITY OF EL PASO 
 

       ___________________________ 
    John F. Cook,  Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
______________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
________________________________  _____________________________ 
Lupe Cuellar      Mathew McElroy Deputy Director 
Assistant City Attorney     Development Services Department - 

Planning Division 
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