


















































New Irrigation Ordinance
City of El Paso

2008
SCOPE:  Residential and Commercial Irrigation

Irrigation Public Working Group:

West Texas Irrigation Association

El Paso Builders Association

Plumbing Association

El Paso Association of Realtors

Irrigation Advisory Council

Hispanic Builders Alliance

Irrigation Ordinance COEP Team:

David Kania – Development Services

Alfredo Reyes – Development Services

Development Committee:

Robert Najera – Residential Contractor

Sid Steadman – Irrigation Contractor

Rigoberto Mendez – Residential Builder



Ordinance 
Required by 

1/1/09

House Bill 1656 passed 
unanimously, which requires 

municipalities with a 

population of 20,000 or more 
to enforce the state law, pull 

required permits and adopt 
an irrigation ordinance.

New 
Irrigation 

Ordinance

New Item
Related to                         Issue                        Action



Revise 18.46 
related to 

installer

The State will no longer 
issue an installer license 

after January 2010 and 

that a new license will be 
created, a technician 

license.

Installer

New Item

Related to                         Issue                        Action



Revise 18.46 
related to 

installer and 

add 
technician

Licensed Irrigators, 
installers (until January 

2010) or a technician is 

required to be on the job 
site during all irrigation 

installation.

Inspection

New Item

Related to                         Issue                        Action



Currently in 
place with 

Commercial 

Landscape 
Ordinance, 

but is more 
stringent 

than State 
Law 

Spray type Irrigation
systems may not be 

installed in areas 48 inches 

or less. Those areas would 
have to be installed with 

subsurface irrigation.

Inspection

New Item
Related to                         Issue                        Action



Currently in 
place with 

Commercial 

Landscape 
Ordinance

Under the new rules 
Irrigators will not be 

allowed to water 

impervious surfaces, such 
as but not limited to 

concrete, asphalt, brick, 
wood, stone, mortar, wall, 

fences, streets, etc.

Inspection

New Item
Related to                         Issue                        Action



Inspector 
to verify at 

final 

inspection

A plan is required for all new 
irrigation installations and 

must be given to the 

homeowner upon 
completion. 

Contractor 

New Items
Related to                         Issue                        Action



Upon 

request to 
requesting 

agency

Irrigators shall present 

their irrigation records to 
governing authority within 

ten days of the request

Contractor

New Item

Related to                         Issue                        Action



QUESTIONS


