
 

Minutes 

Blue Ribbon Working Group on Affordable Housing  

801 Texas Avenue, Thorman Conference Room (Basement) 

Thursday, July 7, 2016 

In attendance: 

Ray Adauto 

Bill Schlesinger 

Frank Spencer 

Al Velarde 

Absent: 

Noemi Tovar 

Staff and Others Present: 

Please see attached sign in sheet 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 
 Meeting called to order at: 7:33am 

 
2. Approval of minutes from the Blue Ribbon Working Group Meeting on 

6/30/2016. 
• Minutes approved unanimously. 
 

3. Presentation on TDHCA v The Inclusive Communities Project, Inc. 135 S. 
Ct. 2507 (2015). 

 Presentation by Mark Weber, Community and Human Development. 
 Working group members reviewed information on the U.S Supreme Court 

ruling and the modifications made to the Texas QAP as a result of 
previous court decisions.  

 In El Paso, 24.4% of the Hispanic population lives below poverty while 
8.7% of the white/non-Hispanic population lives below poverty. By 
enacting policies that intentionally OR unintentionally target LIHTC 



development to lower income areas, and therefore areas likely to have a 
higher Hispanic population, the City risks facing disparate impact claims. 
 

4. Discussion and action on the format and potential content of the Working 
Group’s recommendations to City Council. 

 Working group members continued their analysis and agreed on a set of 
value statements. 

 Motion made to approve value statements. Motion passed by unanimous 
consent.  

 Value Statements (listed in order of priority as established by the Working 
Group): 
1. Maximize units within the City of El Paso with whatever combination of 

projects produces the most units. 
 
2. Support breaking the cycle of poverty and supporting upward mobility by 

facilitating availability of social services. 
 
3. Residents given an opportunity for inclusiveness and afforded an opportunity 

to access public services. 
 
4. Preference for local developers. 
 
5. Increase density of area, meeting City smart growth initiative. 

 
5. Identification and discussion of items for future agendas. 

 Working group members will analyze possible evaluation criteria. 
 
6. Adjournment. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:47am 
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