
 

 
 

CITY PLAN COMMISSION HEARING 
MINUTES 

 
February 26, 2004 

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:    OTHERS PRESENT: 

 Dick Vorba     Rudy Valdez, PRDD 
 John Neal     George Sarmiento, PRDD 
 Elma Carreto     Fred Lopez, PRDD 

Alan Simpson     Kimberly Forsyth, PRDD 
Ray Mancera     James Shelton, PRDD 
      Matt Watson, City Attorney’s Office 
      Sandra Hernandez, Recording Secretary 
      

 
The City Plan Commission meeting was called to order by Elma Carreto at 1:40 p.m. Council Chambers, 2nd Floor.   
A quorum of its members was present and Dick Vorba made the introductory statements.  Fred Lopez presented 
changes to the agenda.  Motion made by Dick Vorba to accept changes to the agenda, seconded by John Neal, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION: 
 
SUBDIVISION MAP APPROVAL 
 
Subdivision Application: 
 
1. SD03039: Ridge View Estates Unit 18 – Final; A portion of Tract 1-A, S.J. Larkin Survey No. 265, 

City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 1) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the developer is proposing a 
development of 101 single-family lots.  Primary access to the subdivision will be from Redd Road.  The 
minimum size of these lots is 6,080 square feet.  The developer will be receiving .505 acres in park 
credits from a previously dedicated park.   
 
Jorge Azcarate, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.   Mr. Azcarate requested that item 
#12 under Engineering Comments be coordinated with the Engineering Department.   
 
Antonio Bustillos, Engineering Department, agreed to coordinate.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
2. SUB03-00034: Capistrano Parks #5 – Preliminary; Tract 7B, Block 35 Ysleta Grant, and Tract 

2A, U.S. Parcel No. 10, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 6) 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
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3. SUB03-00038: Louisiana Subdivision – Preliminary; Being all of Lot 25, Richard Lee 
Subdivision, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 6) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
4. SUB03-00043: Diamond Pointe Patio Homes – Preliminary; Lot 36, Block 3, Shadow Mountain 

Heights, Replat “B”, City of El Paso, County, Texas. (District 1) 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted the developer is proposing a development of 
4 single-family dwelling lots and 15 patio homes.  Primary access to the subdivision will be from 
Caprock Drive and the minimum size of these lots measure approximately 3,010 square feet.  The 
developer will be required to pay a total of $5,700 in park fees to satisfy the parkland requirements.  The 
developer is requesting a modification to allow for a change in the cross section of the proposed 
residential street from 44 feet to 38 feet.  The developer is also requesting a modification not to have a 
sidewalk on the northside of “Street B’ due to the fact of drainage issues in which the developer and the 
Engineering Department are working out.  The Planning Department recommends that the City Plan 
Commission find that the modification meets criteria #2 of the Subdivision Ordinance due to the 
topographical conditions of the subdivision.  The Traffic Division recommended that no parking be 
allowed on streets B and C.   
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera asked if the Fire Department had any comments concerning the reduction 
of the width and how they are able to ingress into the property. 
 
Mr. Shelton replied no.   
 
Jorge Azcarate, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John 
Neal, and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
5. SUB04-00000: Franklin Village – Preliminary; Being a portion of Tract 3J, Section 43, Block 80, 

Township 1, Texas and Pacific Railway Company Surveys.  (District 4) 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for four weeks (03/25/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
6. SUB04-00004: Loma Linda Unit 4 – Preliminary; Being a replat of portion of Lot 1 and all of Lot 

2, Block 2, Hueco View Acres, and a portion of Harkis Road, City of El Paso, El 
Paso County, Texas.   (District 5) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
7. SUB04-00005: Tierra Del Este Unit 29 – Preliminary; Being a portion of Tract 1B, Section 39, 

and a portion of Section 40, Block 79, TSP 2, T & P RR Surveys, City of El 
Paso, El Paso County, Texas.    (District 5) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
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8. SUB04-00006: Ortiz Farms Unit 1 – Combination; Being a replat of Lot 58, Block One, Upper 
Valley Place Unit 3 and Tract 1C1 and portion of Tract 1D1, Block 10, Upper 
Valley Surveys, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 1) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
9. SUB04-00007: Barecelona Estates – Preliminary; Being All of Tract 1, Section 4. Block 79, 

Township 3, Texas and Pacific Railroad Surveys, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas.  (District 5) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
Extension request to complete subdivision improvements: 
 
10. SD99053: JAM Land Unit One - Extension request to complete subdivision improvements.  

(District 5)  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting an extension 
to complete the subdivision improvements.  This subdivision was recorded on March 4, 2002 and the 
time to complete the required improvements will expire on March 4, 2004.  The developer has requested 
a one-year extension to finalize the required improvements.  The reason for the delay in completing 
these required improvements is that there has been no market activity surrounding the subject land until 
recently.  The Development Coordinating Committee recommends a six-month extension and then at 
the end of the 6 months if there is any progress, it would be extended another six months.  If the 
applicant does not show any progress then the City would require a letter of credit, a cash bond or a 
cash deposit.    
 
Oscar Perez, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
Commissioner Elma Carreto asked if there was a reason why they did not approve a one-year 
extension.  
  
Mr. Rudy Valdez, Planning Department, replied that they expect the applicant to show some progress in 
terms of the improvements within the six-months.   
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to approve a one-year extension, subject to staff comments, 
seconded by John Neal, and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Street Vacation: 
 
11. SV03004: Street Vacation – Portion of Hawthorne Street, out of Alexander Addition, an 

unrecorded map in the City of El Paso.  (District 1) 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
12. SV04001: Street Vacation – Portion of Westlake Court, Coronado Country Club Estates Unit 5.  

(District 1) 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
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Detailed Site Development Plan Application:
 
13. ZON03-00080: Lot 36, Block 3, Shadow Mountain Heights, Replat "B" 
 LOCATION: North of Caprock Court and Indian Bluff Dr. 
 REQUEST: Zoning condition 
 ZONE: PR-2/sc (Planned Residential/special contract) 
 PROPOSED USE: Patio Homes and single-family residential 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: BAR Construction Inc. / same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: CEA Engineering Group 
 DISTRICT: # 1 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning Department, noted that the site plan was submitted in order to 
permit a residential development with private streets, detached patio homes and duplexes.  The 
applicant is also proposing a community building and a swimming pool to be located on the site.  The 
applicant is proposing with the site plan setbacks of 10 feet in the rear yard and 20 feet in the front yard, 
which is according to code.   The Planning Department has not received any calls or letters in 
opposition.  
 
Jorge Azcarate, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John 
Neal, and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
14. ZON03-00087: Tract 1, Section 4, Block 79, Township 3, Texas and Pacific Railway 

Company Surveys 
 LOCATION: Zaragoza Road 
 REQUEST: Zoning condition 
 ZONE: C-3/sc (Commercial/ special contract) 
 PROPOSED USE: New residential subdivision 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Laguna Meadows Inc. / Rachael Kangur 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Eddie Urquidi 
 DISTRICT: # 5 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning Department, stated the site plan was submitted in order to 
permit a residential development.  Ms. Forsyth informed the commission that the rezoning request had 
been heard on January 29, 2004 and the City Plan Commission recommended approval of the request 
for PR-2.  The applicant is proposing 92 single-family detached patio homes.  Access is proposed via 
gated entrance from Zaragoza Road. The average lot size is between 1600 and 1900 square feet.  The 
average size of the units is between 900 and 1800 square feet.  The Planning Department has received 
no calls or letters in opposition or support of this request.  
 
Eddie Urquidi, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented. 
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   
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15. ZON04-00020: Portion of Lot 1, Block 5, Mesa Hills Plaza 
 LOCATION: 5450 Hurd Place 
 REQUEST: Detailed site plan review 
 ZONE: C-4/sc (Commercial/special contract) 
 PROPOSED USE: New construction of office Building 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Bryan Duncan / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Roe Engineering 
 DISTRICT: # 8 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Jorge Rousselin, Planning Department, noted that the site plan was submitted in order to 
permit four office buildings.  The site is currently vacant and it is approximately 1.99 acres in size.   The 
proposed site plan shows four detached buildings at 4,800 square feet each.  54 parking spaces are 
being provided.  The Planning Department has received no calls or letters in favor or opposition to this 
request.   
 
Hector Porras, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
16. ZON04-00021: Lot 2, Block 4, West Ten Development 
 LOCATION: Remcon Circle 
 REQUEST: Detailed site plan review 
 ZONE: C-3/sc (Commercial/special contract) 
 PROPOSED USE: Commercial / Office Buildings 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Bob Jones / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Roe Engineering 
 DISTRICT: # 1 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  Jorge Rousselin, Planning Department, noted that the site plan was submitted in order to 
permit office buildings and pad sites for commercial uses.  Site plan review is required because of a 
contract condition that exists on the property.  The property is currently zoned C-3 with a special 
contract and it is currently vacant.  The proposed site plan shows five structures to be located on the 
site to include Krispy Kreme, credit union facility, Caliche’s Frozen Custard, and two office buildings.  
There are no zoning conditions currently imposed on this property.   The Planning Department has 
received no calls or letters in support or opposition to this request.  
 
Hector Porras, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented. 
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   
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Special Permit Application: 
 
17. ZON03-00066: A portion of Tract 7B, Block 35, Ysleta Grant and a portion of Tract 2A, U.S. 

Parcel No. 10 
 REQUEST: planned residential development   
 LOCATION: West of Independence Drive and East of Loop 375 
 ZONE: A-2 (Apartment) 
 PROPOSED USE: single-family residential development  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Tropicana Homes, Inc. / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: CEA Engineering Group 
 DISTRICT:                   # 6 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
18. ZON04-00001: A portion of Tracts 2B, 1G, and 3A, Block 10, Upper Valley Surveys 
 REQUEST: planned residential development     
 LOCATION: West of Upper Valley Road and South of Borderland Road 
 ZONE: R-F (Ranch and Farm) 
 PROPOSED USE: single-family residential development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: RPW Development, Ltd. / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: CEA Engineering Group 
 DISTRICT: # 1 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
19. ZON04-00006: Being a portion of Pridham Survey No. 274 
 REQUEST: Philanthropic institution  
 LOCATION: 3700 Altura 
 ZONE: R-4 (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: YWCA Transitional Living Center 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: El Paso Center for Children / YWCA 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Conde, Inc. 
 DISTRICT: # 2 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:   Agenda Items #19 and #20 were heard simultaneously.  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning 
Department, noted that the applicant is requesting a special permit to allow for a philanthropic use – the 
expansion of the existing YWCA Transitional Living Center.   The property is currently zoned R-4 and 
the entire area is actually used as a variety of philanthropic uses to include the transitional living center 
which is run by the YWCA and the Child Crisis Center.  The YWCA and the Child Crisis Center were 
built previously when this type of operation was permitted in and R-4 and in order to allow them to 
expand their facility they are coming forward with a special permit request on the whole property to allow 
for expansions.  To do the expansion the applicant is going to be required to increase their parking.  The 
Child Crisis Center has agreed to allow them to use some of their parking on the site.  The calculations 
for the parking requirement for the entire site would be 64 spaces, 19 for the YWCA and 45 for the 
Crisis Center; 87 parking spaces are provided on the Child Crisis Center.  The Planning Department has 
received no calls or letters in opposition or support of this request.  
 
Conrad Conde, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   
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20. ZON04-00007: Being a portion of Pridham Survey No. 274 
 REQUEST: Off-site parking on Parcel 2 to serve Parcel 1  
 LOCATION: 3700 Altura 
 ZONE: R-4 (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Parcel 1:  YWCA Transitional Living Center 
  Parcel 2:  off-site parking   
 OWNER/APPLICANT: El Paso Center for Children / YWCA 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Conde, Inc. 
 DISTRICT: # 2 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:   Agenda Items #19 and #20 were heard simultaneously.  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning 
Department, noted that the applicant is requesting a special permit to allow for a philanthropic use – the 
expansion of the existing YWCA Transitional Living Center.   The property is currently zoned R-4 and 
the entire area is actually used as a variety of philanthropic uses to include the transitional living center 
which is run by the YWCA and the Child Crisis Center.  The YWCA and the Child Crisis Center were 
built previously when this type of operation was permitted in and R-4 and in order to allow them to 
expand their facility they are coming forward with a special permit request on the whole property to allow 
for expansions.  To do the expansion the applicant is going to be required to increase their parking.  The 
Child Crisis Center has agreed to allow them to use some of their parking on the site.  The calculations 
for the parking requirement for the entire site would be 64 spaces, 19 for the YWCA and 45 for the 
Crisis Center; 87 parking spaces are provided on the Child Crisis Center.  The Planning Department has 
received no calls or letters in opposition or support of this request.  
 
Conrad Conde, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal 
and unanimously carried (4-0). 

 
21. ZON04-00008: Lots 1 and 2, Block 31, Franklin Heights 

 REQUEST: parking reduction     
 LOCATION: 1300 Texas Avenue 
 ZONE: C-4 (Commercial) 
 PROPOSED USE: office, commercial kitchen, and storage  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Michael Myers and Carl Myers / Ardovino's Pizza 
 REPRESENTATIVE: C. F. Associates Inc. 

 DISTRICT: # 8 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that this is a request for a special permit for a 
parking reduction of a 100%.  The proposed use, for office, storage and a commercial kitchen, requires 
two parking spaces.  A traffic study was conducted on December 22, 2003 and it showed 80 parking 
spaces within a 300-foot radius of the property.  According to their study, at the peak hour of 10:00 a.m. 
there were still 51 available spaces.  The Planning Department has received no calls or letters in 
opposition or support of this request.   
 
John Carson, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   
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22. ZON04-00015: Being a portion of Tract 3J, Section 43, Block 80, Township 1 
 REQUEST: Variable lot sizes and reduced front & rear yard setbacks  
 LOCATION: Cross Street and Railroad Drive 
 ZONE: C-4 (Commercial) 
 PROPOSED USE: Single family residential 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Frank Arroyos, Carefree Land / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: same 
 DISTRICT: # 4 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
Rezoning Application: 
 
23. ZON03-00081: Lots 9 - 11, Block 109, Morningside Heights 

LOCATION: 3927 Truman Avenue 
REQUEST: From:  A-2 (Apartment); To:  S-D (Special Development)  
PROPOSED USE: enclosed parking for limousines 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Akram Jahangiri / Mohamed Farokh 
REPRESENTATIVE: Del Rio Engineering, Inc. 
DISTRICT: # 2 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC denial as presented and subject to staff comments. 

 
SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone this 
property from A-2 (Apartment) to S-D (Special Development) in order to permit enclosed parking for 
limousines.  The property that is shown is an existing building that was granted a non-conforming status 
based on the fact that it was built prior to 1955, in addition the use was also grandfather to permit 
storage on this property.  A few years ago, this property here was added to the existing building without 
permits and therefore the property lost its non-conforming status as a result of the addition. The 
Planning Department has received no calls or letters in support or opposition to this request.  The 
Development Coordinating Committee recommended denial of this request to rezone this property S-D 
(Special Development) based on the following criteria:  the Plan for El Paso does designate this 
property as residential.  
 
Sal Massoud, Representative, explained that his client bought that property several years ago as a 
commercial property in order to store his vehicles.  Mr. Massoud explained that his client’s vehicles 
have to be in top condition, if they have a small scratch, then they are out of commission and therefore 
cannot be parked outside.  All sales are conducted across the street in the other building.  Mr. Massoud 
noted that they have good relations with the neighborhood, as a matter of fact they are welcoming and 
like the idea of having this commercial site because it is an added security, it has good lighting.   
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve contrary to staff recommendation, subject to staff 
comments, seconded by John Neal, with the exclusions of all the automotive uses permitted in the C-1, 
which include tune-ups, gas stations and also automotive and light truck lubrication service, and 
unanimously carried (4-0).   
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24. ZON03-00082: A portion of Tract 2D, Block 9, Ysleta Grant 
 LOCATION: Pendale Road North of Roseway Drive 
 REQUEST: From:  R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  R-3 (Residential)  
 PROPOSED USE: single-family residential development  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Jorge and Liliani Chavez and Jose H. Chavez / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Carlos Jimenez 
 DISTRICT:                   # 7 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
25. ZON03-00089: A portion of Tracts 2B, 1G, and 3A, Block 10, Upper Valley Surveys 
 LOCATION: West of Upper Valley Road and South of Borderland Road 
 REQUEST: From:  R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  R-3A (Residential)  
 PROPOSED USE: single-family residential development  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: RPW Development, Ltd. / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: CEA Engineering Group 
 DISTRICT: # 1 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
26. ZON04-00000: Portions Lots 12, 13 and 14, Block 10, Stiles Gardens and An undivided 1/2 

interest in those certain portions of Lots 12 and 13, Block  10, Stiles 
Addition 

 LOCATION: 405 Orgain 
 REQUEST: From:  C-1 (Commercial); To:  C-3 (Commercial) 
 PROPOSED USE: Office/storage 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Ray and Cathy Lind / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: James Duarte 
 DISTRICT: # 3 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC denial as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from C-1 (Commercial) to C-3 (Commercial) in order to permit an office/warehouse.  This site is 
currently an impound storage lot and it was grandfathered since it existed prior to the zoning ordinance. 
Access is proposed via Orgain Way.  It is proposed for an office and storage of automobiles.  The 
Development Coordinating Committee recommended denial of the request because it is not compatible 
with the surrounding zoning and the designation in the plan, which calls for this area to be residential.   
 
Ray Lind, Representative, showed the commission pictures of his property.  Mr. Lind requested that the 
commission approve this request due to the fact that they have had their business there for a while.   
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera asked if Mr. Lind feels that if this is a non-conforming use, then if he could 
apply for a non-conforming status.   
 
Ms. Forsyth noted that according to the application they were changing use, so if that is not the case 
and if it the same use that has been there that is non-conforming then they should not proceed with the 
rezoning.   
 
Commissioner Elma Carreto asked Mr. Lind if he was changing the use.   
 
Mr. Lind replied that he is not changing the use that they are in the business of repossession.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
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Rudy Valdez, Planning Department, informed the commission that he was just made aware that Mr. 
Lind had applied to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a non-conforming status, however that case is 
still pending.  Mr. Valdez requested that this item be postponed.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s 
request, seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 

 
27. ZON04-00014: Being a portion of Tract 3J, Section 43, Block 80, Township 1, Texas and 

Pacific Railway Company Surveys 
 LOCATION: Cross Street and Railroad Drive 
 REQUEST: From:  C-4 (Commercial); To:  R-3A (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: single-family residential 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Frank Arroyos, Carefree Land / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Same 
 DISTRICT: # 4 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to postpone for two weeks (03/11/04); upon applicant’s request, 

seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (4-0). 
 
28. ZON04-00016: Lot 8 and 9, Block 74, Franklin Heights 
 LOCATION: 1818 Rio Grande 
 REQUEST: From:  A-2 (Apartment); To: S-D (Special Development) 
 PROPOSED USE: Office 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Felix A. & Gabriela Padilla / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Same 
 DISTRICT: # 8 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Kimberly Forsyth, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from A-2 (Apartment) to S-D (Special Development) in order to permit an office.  The site is 
currently an apartment building.  The reason for the request for S-D rather than to A-O is that the 
existing building does not conform to the setback requirements of the A-O district.  The front yard does 
not meet the front yard setbacks.  Access is proposed via driveway from Rio Grande.  The Planning 
Department has received no calls or letters in support or opposition to this request.    
 
Felix Padilla, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented. 
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal, 
and unanimously carried (4-0).   

 
29. ZON04-00017: Tract 24, Richard Lee Subdivision 
 LOCATION: Farrell Drive North of Cindy Lane 
 REQUEST: From:  R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  R-2A (Residential)  
 PROPOSED USE: Single-family residential development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Edgar R. and Teresa D. Paz / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Adrian Hernandez 
 DISTRICT: # 6 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting a rezoning from 
R-F (Ranch and Farm) to R-2A (Residential) in order to permit single-family residential development.  
Mr. Lopez noted that there is an existing single-family home and the applicant is proposing to further 
subdivide the property into five additional lots with access proposed via Cindy Lane and Farrell Drive.   
The Planning Department has received two calls in opposition and four letters in opposition and 
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petitions with 21 signatures in opposition to this request.  The Planning Department has also received 
four letters in support of this request.    
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera asked Mr. Lopez if there is any farming or ranching being done in the area.   
 
Mr. Lopez replied that when they conducted the field check, they noticed single-family homes in the 
area.   
 
Adrian Hernandez, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
Denise Heck, resident of the area for over 20 years, stated that they all have animals, such as horses, 
chickens, goats, on their properties. Ms. Heck stated that she is in opposition to this request.  Ms. Heck 
pointed out that the roads are very small and these homes will cause more congestion.   
 
John Severns, Dale Manning, Nancy Stoltz and George Stoltz, stated that they are in opposition to this 
request.  They were concerned about the animals, congestion and safety of children riding their horses.   

 
 ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to deny, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal, 

and unanimously carried (4-0).   
 
30. ZON04-00018: Tract 6A, Block 1, Ysleta Grant and Tract 17B, Block 5, Ysleta Grant 
 LOCATION: North Loop Drive Southeast of Bordeaux Drive 
 REQUEST: From:  R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  C-2 (Commercial)  
 PROPOSED USE: Funeral Home  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Martha Wilson / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: David Karns 
 DISTRICT: # 6 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
 

SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from R-F (Ranch and Farm) to C-2 (Commercial) in order to permit a funeral home.  The 
concept plan shows the proposed funeral home and parking proposed for the site with access proposed 
via North Loop Drive.  There are no zoning conditions currently imposed on this property.  The Planning 
Department has received one letter in support of this request.  The Development Coordinating 
Committee recommends approval of this request to rezone with the following conditions:  a 10 foot wide 
landscaped buffer to include but not limited to evergreen trees, placed at 15 feet on center, shall be 
required along the property line where abutting residential or apartment zoning districts, this shall be in 
addition to the landscaping requirements of Chapter 20.65 of the El Paso Municipal Code and shall be 
required prior to the issuance of any building permits.    A detailed site development plan will be 
required to be review and approved by the City Plan Commission prior to the issuance of any building 
permits.   
 
David Karns, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.   Mr. Karns stated that he does object 
to the landscaping requirements of the evergreen trees and the detailed site plan.  Mr. Karns noted that 
to put a tree every 15 feet is going to require somewhere between 70 to 100 trees.  Mr. Karns also note 
that Ms. Carmen Thompson submitted a letter in favor of the rezoning but stated that she was opposed 
to the trees being planed next to her rockwall.     
 

 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, with the omitting of landscaping requirement, subject 
to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba, and unanimously carried (3-0).    (Commissioner Ray 
Mancera abstained.) 

 

CPC Minutes Page 11 of 12 02/26/04 



 

Other Business: 
 
31. Approval of CPC Minutes:  January 29, 2004 
 
 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Ray 

Mancera, and unanimously carried (4-0).   
 
32. Approval of CPC Minutes:  February 12, 2004 
 
 ACTION:  Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Ray 

Mancera, and unanimously carried (4-0).   
 
33. Planning Report. 
 
34. Legal Report. 
 
Executive Session was not needed. 
 
The City Plan Commission Hearing adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 
 
            
     Rudy Valdez, Executive Secretary 
 
 
OFFICIAL MINUTES AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 
TAKEN BY THE EL PASO CITY PLAN COMMISSION ON FEBRUARY 26, 2004 
 
 
         , CHAIR 
 
 
 
 
         , DATE 
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