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CITY PLAN COMMISSION HEARING 
MINUTES 

 
August 5, 2004 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    OTHERS PRESENT: 

 Dick Vorba     Rudy Valdez, PRDD 
 John Neal      George Sarmiento, PRDD 
 Daphne Hamilton     Fred Lopez, PRDD 

Oscar Venegas     Kimberly Forsyth, PRDD 
Ray Mancera     James Shelton, PRDD 
Gus Haddad     Jorge Rousselin, PRDD 
Ruben Ponce     Matt Watson, City Attorney’s Office 

     Sandra Hernandez, Recording Secretary 
 
The City Plan Commission meeting was called to order by Oscar Venegas at 1:33 p.m. Council Chambers, 2nd 
Floor.  A quorum of its members was present and Dick Vorba made the introductory statements.  Fred Lopez 
presented changes to the agenda.  Motion made by Ray Mancera to accept changes to the agenda, seconded by 
Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0).   

 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION: 
 
SUBDIVISION MAP APPROVAL 
 
Subdivision Application: 
 
1. SUB03-00006: Resler Canyon Subdivision – (Reconsideration) Revised Combination; All of 

Tract 16A1, all of Tract 15P2, all of Tract 15S1 and all of Tract 15V, A.F. 
MILLER SURVEY No. 231, within the City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  
(District 8)   

 
ACTION:  Motion made by Oscar Venegas to reconsider item #1, seconded by Ray Mancera, and 
unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to retire into executive session at 1:40 p.m., seconded by John 
Neal and unanimously carried (6-0).  

 
ACTION:  Motion made by Ray Mancera to reconvene from executive session at 2:20 p.m., seconded 
by Dick Vorba and unanimously carried (6-0).  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted the Resler Canyon was denied approval by 
the City Plan Commission as a Revised Combination on June 17, 2004.  This subdivision has been 
resubmitted as a revised combination and the applicant is proposing the same, 185 single-family 
residential lots.  The revised plat is proposing the extension of Alto Mesa Drive to remain as part of the 
plat which is required as part of the zoning contract on the property.  Primary access will be from El 
Cajon Drive.  The City Council approved a vacation of Pizarro Drive, therefore with this vacation a turn-
around or cul-de-sac will be required and the developer will need to coordinate with the Fire Department 
on the requirements as far as any sprinkler systems that may be required.   The Engineering 
Department did recommend approval of this subdivision subject to all their draining issues and a 404 
permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers shall be required.  The Development Coordinating 
Committee recommended approval of Resler Canyon on a revised combination basis subject to all the 



 

CPC Minutes Page 2 of 13 08/05/04 

requirements and conditions in this staff report.  Mr. Shelton noted that there are several residents 
present to speak in opposition to this request.    The El Paso Trans Pecos and the Native Plant Society 
emailed their request of opposition.  
 
Rudy Valdez, Planning Department, noted that in view of the action by City Council on Pizarro, that the 
applicant has submitted a second map that does address the turn-around if in fact Pizarro is vacated.    
The Planning Department is requesting that the commission vote in either case as to the issue of 
Pizarro.  If Pizarro is vacated then the subdivision would include the turn around, if city council in the 
future decides that Pizarro stay open then the map that was originally submitted, would then supercede 
this map, so then the connection would be through Pizarro as well as El Cajon.   Mr. Valdez noted that 
there are people here to speak on this issue, however since this is not a public hearing it is at the 
purview of the commission as to whether or not they want to hear public input on this issue or not.   
 
Commissioner Gus Haddad noted that in terms of this subdivision, they are requesting $55,500 in park 
fees and that is in lieu of a park.  
 
Mr. Valdez replied that is correct. 
 
Commissioner Haddad asked why they did not ask for a park in the area.   
 
Mr. Valdez replied that in fact when it was presented to the Development Coordinating Committee, the 
Planning Department suggested a park be provided, however the Parks Department was opposed to 
that therefore the Development Coordinating Committee’s recommendation was not to require a park. 
 
Matt Watson, Assistant City Attorney, noted that anytime it is proposed that a park be provided that is 
less than one acre in size, approval from the director of the Parks Department must be acquired, prior to 
requiring that park.  
 
Robert Moreno, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.   Mr. Moreno noted that the 
subdivision plat meets all the requirements of both the Subdivision Ordinance and the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The Development Coordinating Committee recommended approval and in a letter received 
from the Planning Department, it stated that the subdivision had been denied, and it stated that they 
have met all the applicable codes, at the meeting when this was denied.  There were a couple of issues 
that were brought up as reasons for denying it, and one of them was a concern with water quality.  
Water quality is an issue that is under the purview of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
TCQ, and they have been working with them for the last 8 months.  They have complied with their 
requirements and have developed a plan that they conquer with.   Some of the elements that they have 
added to the modified plan were:  trapping sediment in the proposed ponding area, added a distilling 
basin and the purpose of that is to allow the run off to settle anything that is mixed with the water before 
it departs the site.  The other issue that was raised was the issue about adding a third point of access.  
When the presentation was made it was proposing two points of access, one on El Cajon and the other 
on Pizarro.  Nowhere in the Subdivision Ordinance or the Zoning Ordinance are they required to provide 
more than two points of access.  There are many subdivisions in El Paso that have two points of access 
and there was no reason or evidence that was presented in the meeting that shows that Resler Canyon 
would be less safe than any of those subdivisions.  As a matter of fact there are a lot of subdivisions 
that have one point of access.  Mr. Moreno noted that they have complied with all the requirements of 
the ordinance and request that the commission proceed to approve the plan.  As far as the turn around 
on Pizarro again they will do that if the vacation stands for Pizarro, if not they would like to go back to 
their original plan.  
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera noted that a subdivision, plat application, is not a public hearing, and the 
commission has the final authority to approve or disapprove.  A site plan approval is a public hearing.   
Mr. Mancera noted that several months ago they had both of those two issues precisely, an approval of 
the subdivision and an application for a site plan.  The commission denied both of them. What they have 
before them is a reconsideration of the subdivision.  The issue of the site plan has been presented to 
Mayor and City Council and they have postponed it one week.  Mr. Mancera also noted that the 
subdivision is not a public hearing, and by state statue, according to their legal advisor, is that if an 
applicant meets all code and minimum requirements, it must be approved.  The subdivision has been 
presented to all department heads, Traffic, Fire, Health, Parks and they all have approved the 
subdivision as presented.  Since they asked the applicant if he agrees with all the staff comments and 
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recommendations, and they have no objection, by state statue, they must approve the subdivision.  
Commissioner Mancera noted that they are not going to be having public testimony because it is not a 
public hearing, it is only a hearing for the plan commission.  
 
Mr. Watson noted that he has a motion:  Motion to approve item# 1 as submitted and also to approve as 
per the cul-de-sac of Pizarro as shown on exhibit “A”.  With regard to the area wherein the extension or 
cul-de-sac portion of Pizarro is located, the approved recording plat shall show the extension or cul-de-
sac whichever is determined to be necessary by the subdivision coordinator at the time of recording plat 
submittal, should the cul-de-sac provided in exhibit “A” be required, subdivider is required to sprinkle 
those lots required to be sprinkled per code.   
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera made a motion to approve as read by Mr. Watson.  
 
Mr. Valdez noted that in addition to that they coordinate with the Fire Department the lots required to be 
sprinklered. 
  
Mr. Moreno stated that he has no objection to that.  The only thing that he wants to make clear is that if 
council does reverse their decision on the vacation of Pizarro, they will be able to go back to their 
original plan.   
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Daphne 
Hamilton and unanimously carried (5-0).   Commissioner Gus Haddad abstained.  

 
2. SUB04-00025: Tierra Del Este Unit 30 – Final; Being all of 26, and a portion of Tract 12, 14, 

and 15, Section 34, and a portion of Tract 1B, Section 39, Block 79, Township 
2, Texas and Pacific Railroad Company Surveys, City of El Paso, El Paso 
county, Texas.  (District 5) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the developer is proposing a single-
family development containing 215 single-family lots and a 2.141-acre park.  Primary access to this 
subdivision will be from Rich Beam Boulevard.  The applicant was granted a modification by the City 
Plan Commission on May 6, 2004 to permit the use of a residential sub-collector street with 5 foot 
sidewalks and a 3 foot landscape area instead of the standard 4 foot sidewalk and 4 foot landscaped 
area.  The Engineering Department did recommend approval subject to sidewalks being required within 
and abutting the subdivision and landscaping being required on all double frontage lots.  A six-foot 
rockwall shall be constructed between the residential lots and the ponding area. A release of access 
would be required on all the lots that are abutting Rich Beam Boulevard and R.C. Poe.  Sidewalks will 
be rquired within and abutting the subdivision.   
 
Conrad Conde, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal 
and unanimously carried (6-0).   
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3. SUB04-00046: Emerald Valley Estates – Preliminary; Being a portion of Tract 6F1 and 6F14 
and all of Tracts 6A, 6C1A, 6C4A, 6G, 6G1, and 6H, Section 8, Upper Valley 
Surveys, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 1) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the developer is proposing a 
development containing 73 single-family residential lots.  Primary access to the subdivision would be 
from Cory Drive via Upper Valley to Romer Ray Drive to Cory Drive.  The smallest size lot is 20,273 
square feet.  The developer would be dedicating a 1.030-acre park.   The developer is requesting a 
modification to allow for a change in the cross-section of the proposed divided and non-divided 
residential streets (ROW’s) to allow for header curbs in lieu of curbs and gutter, with no sidewalks and a 
4.5-foot wide parkway.  The Planning Department recommends that the City Plan Commission find that 
the modification meets criteria #3 of the Subdivision Ordinance.  Mr. Shelton requested that under 
Engineering Department Comments item #2, sidewalks shall be required within and abutting the 
subdivision, be deleted. The Engineering Department has agreed to that deletion.  Mr. Shelton also 
requested that under Traffic Engineering comments if the whole item could be deleted because they 
agree to the modification.  
 
Conrad Conde, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Daphne Hamilton to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick 
Vorba and unanimously carried (6-0).   

 
4. SUB04-00054: Arizona Subdivision – Combination; Tracts 30A1, 30B1, 30D and a portion of 

Tract 13 South of Harding Avenue of Spohr Addition, Block 8, Ysleta Grant, 
City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 7) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the developer is proposing a 
development containing 6 single-family residential lots.  Primary access would be off of Pendale Road 
for Lots 5 and 6, and for Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 the access would be off of Harding Avenue.  The developer 
would be required to pay $1,800 in park fees to satisfy the parkland requirements.  The developer is 
requesting a modification to allow a panhandle driveway to exceed the required length of 200 feet.  The 
driveway is approximately 250 feet long.  The Planning Department recommends that the City Plan 
Commission approve this modification based on criteria #3 of the Subdivision Ordinance. The 
Engineering Department recommended approval subject to that the developer would be required to 
have on site ponding and sidewalks shall be required abutting the subdivision.   Access to the 
panhandle lots would be improved with paving or concrete.   
 
Carlos Jimenez, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba 
and unanimously carried (6-0).   
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Subdivision Application:

 
5. SUB04-00036: Velez Subdivision – Resubdivision Preliminary; Being all of Tract 2, Block 6, 

Christy Tract, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 7) 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
   

SUMMARY:  James Shelton, Planning Department, noted that the developer is proposing a 
development containing 3 single-family residential lots.  Primary access to the subdivision will be from 
Schwabe Road.  The minimum size lot has 8,434.79 square feet.  The developer will be required to pay 
$600 in park fees to satisfy the parkland requirements.  The Engineering Department recommended 
approval subject to: Schwabe Road is a substandard street therefore additional right of way may be 
required and concrete sidewalk shall be required within and abutting the subdivision.  The Traffic 
Division also stated that sidewalks, curb and gutter, shall be required.  The Planning Department 
received nine phone calls in opposition to this development and a petition with 42 signatures in 
opposition to this request.   
 
Bashar Abugalyon, Engineering Department, noted that on the traffic comments when it says sidewalk 
curb and gutter they would like to change from curb and gutter to out of curb, since this is on site 
ponding they need to allow for the water to go in.  
 
Commissioner John Neal asked if there were sidewalks on Schwabe Street on both sides of the 
property and if they have the option of deleting the sidewalks for the subdivision.  
 
Rudy Valdez, Planning Department, replied that no sidewalks exist in the area and yes the commission 
can recommend that no sidewalks be provided.  
 
Carlos Jimenez, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
City Representative Vivian Rojas stated that she received a copy of the petition today with 43 signatures 
in opposition.  Representative Rojas noted that the residents have expressed their concerns to her and 
they don’t want the houses in the backyards of homes that already exist.   Representative Rojas noted 
that when a particular zoning change occurred from Ranch and Farm to R-3, she stated that they put a 
special condition on there that they would only be able to build one house per half acre.    
 
Commissioner Ray Mancera asked that based on what Representative Rojas stated that if that 
condition is being adhered to.  
 
Mr. Rudy Valdez replied that condition was placed for another piece or property down the street.  
 
Miguel Grijalva and John Hogan, residents of the area, stated that they are opposed to this request.   
They feel that it will create more traffic.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by John Neal to approve, less sidewalks abutting Schwabe Road, subject to 
staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 

6. SUB04-00049: Kings Addition – Resubdivision Combination; Being a re-subdivision of Lot 15, 
Block 4, Mesa Hills Unit One Subdivision.  (District 1) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
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7. SUB04-00050: Polaris Subdivision – Resubdivision Combination; Being Lots 79 and 80, 
Sunrise Acres No. 1 City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  (District 4) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
8. SUB04-00051: Vista Del Sol Unit 119 Replat “A” – Combination; Being a replat of Lot 1, Block 

512, Vista Del Sol Unit One Hundred Nineteen, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas.  (District 6) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
Extension Request to Complete Subdivision Improvements: 
 
9. SD97010: Cumbre Estates Unit 1 – Extension Request to Complete Subdivision Improvements; 

Being an amended Subdivision of all of Cumbre Estates Unit 1, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas.  (District 1) 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
10. SD98059: Keystone Business Park – Extension request to complete subdivision improvements.  

(District 8)  
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
Detailed Site Development Plan Review Application:
 
11. ZON04-00094: Lots 4 & 5, Block 7, Industrial I-10 
 LOCATION: 9494 Escobar 
 REQUEST: Zoning condition 
 ZONE: M-1/sc (Manufacturing/special conditions) 
 PROPOSED USE: Industrial warehouse 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Victory Parternships / Jim Fournace 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Curtis Borden 
 DISTRICT: # 6 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
   

SUMMARY:  Jorge Rousselin, Planning Department, noted that the site plan was submitted in order to 
permit industrial warehouse.  Site plan review is required because a zoning condition exists on the 
subject property.   Access is proposed via Burgandy Drive and Escobar Drive; 65 parking spaces are 
provided.  There are no zoning conditions currently imposed on this property.   The Planning 
Department has received no calls or letters in support or opposition to this request.  
 
Curtis Borden, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Daphne Hamilton to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick 
Vorba and unanimously carried (6-0). 

 



 

CPC Minutes Page 7 of 13 08/05/04 

Special Permit Applications: 
 
12. ZON04-00064: Lots 1 - 4, Block 76C, Logan Heights 
 REQUEST: Infill development   
 LOCATION: Flory and Stevens 
 ZONE: R-4 (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Single-family residential on reduced lots  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Windridge Properties / Lisa McFarlin 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Same 
 DISTRICT: #2  
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
13. ZON04-00069: Block 12, Portion of Lot 83, Tierra Del Este Unit One 
 REQUEST: Special permit to allow for governmental buildings and uses 
 LOCATION: 12600 Pebble Hills Drive 
 ZONE: R-5 (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Library  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: City of El Paso / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Brock & Bustillos, Inc. 
 DISTRICT:        # 5 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
14. ZON04-00091: East El Paso, Block 41, S. Pt. Of 14 to 16 
 REQUEST: Special permit to allow for parking reduction  
 LOCATION: 3624 Gateway East, Suit B 
 ZONE: M-1 (Manufacturing) 
 PROPOSED USE: Parking Reduction  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Luis M. Alvarado / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Cruz Garcia 
 DISTRICT: # 8 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
15. ZON04-00092: Parcel 1:  Lots 14-16, Block 57, Franklin Hts. 
  Parcel 2:  Lots 15-16, Block 74, Franklin Hts. 
 REQUEST: Special permit to allow for off-street, off-premise parking     
 LOCATION: 1830 Montana 
 ZONE: Parcel 1:  C-4 (Commercial) 
  Parcel 2:  A-2 (Apartment)  
 PROPOSED USE: Parcel 1:  Restaurant 
  Parcel 2:  off-street, off-premise parking for Parcel 1  
 OWNER/APPLICANT: G & G Malooly Limited Partnership / David Gute 
 REPRESENTATIVE: David Etzold 
 DISTRICT: # 8 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
   

SUMMARY:  Jorge Rousselin, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting a special 
permit to allow for off-site, off-street parking which will serve an existing Subway restaurant.  The 
restaurant property is currently zoned C-4 and the proposed parking area is zoned A-2.  The proposed 
site plan shows 13 parking spaces to be located on parcel 2, serving parcel 1.  Access to the parking lot 
is proposed via Rio Grande Avenue and via the abutting alley.  There are no zoning conditions currently 
imposed on this property.  The Planning Department has received no calls or letters in support or 
opposition to this request.   
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David Etzold, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Daphne 
Hamilton and unanimously carried (6-0). 

 
Rezoning Applications: 
 
16. ZON04-00080: Being all of Tract 4B, Block 29, Ysleta Grant; Being all of Lot 3, Block 1, 

White Oaks Subdivision  
 LOCATION: Lafayette 
 REQUEST: From:  R-F (Ranch/Farm); To:  R-3 (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Residential 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Jose & Hortencia Chavez; Ofelia Salaiz / JC General Contractors 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Del Rio Engineering 
 DISTRICT: # 7 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 
   

SUMMARY:  Jorge Rousselin, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting a rezoning 
from R-F (Ranch/Farm) to R-3 (Residential) in order to permit single-family residential development.  
The site is currently residential and is .5846 acres in size.  The proposed concept plan shows one 
single-family residence with an additional lot at the southern portion of the property.  Access is proposed 
via Lafayette Drive.  The Planning Department has received two phone calls for information on the 
subject request.  On July 21, 2004 a neighborhood meeting was organized by the surrounding residents 
with the Staff to obtain information on the request.  Furthermore a petition with 19 signatures was 
received in opposition to this request.    The Planning Department has received one faxed letter 
withdrawing the opposition by Representatives of Acorn.  The Planning Department has received three 
phone calls in opposition to the zoning change.  
 
Sal Massoud, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
Trini Munoz, representative of El Paso Acorn, noted that on July 12, 2004 they submitted a petition 
opposing the request.  Mr. Munoz noted that El Paso Acorn does not involve itself in neighborhood 
squabbles and for that reason they are requesting that the petition be withdrawn and that the request be 
approved.  
 
Rudy Valdez, Planning Department, noted that Mr. Munoz would need to submit a second petition with 
those same signatures withdrawing the petition.   
 
Representative Vivian Roajas noted that on July 21, 2004 they had a neighborhood meeting to discuss 
the various concerns regarding this matter.   
 
Rebecca Lucero, resident of the area, stated she is concerned about the dump trucks that were passing 
on Carpenter and it has had a bad effect on the street.   
 
Luis Tejedo, resident of the area, requested that Mr. Chavez give the neighbors a timeline of the 
construction and a contact name and phone number in case they have concerns.   
 
Frank Rubalcava, resident of the area, stated that he has a letter from Mr. Chavez addressing the 
concerns and he would like that letter to be part of the record.  
 
Jose Chavez, owner of the property, stated that he would like to build the homes for his children.  He 
has re-routed the trucks and will be changing the 18-inch line to a 24-inch line.   
Representative Vivian Rojas asked that the letter be read into the record.   
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Charlie Gomez, contractor, read letter into the record: 
 
 August 5, 2004 
 
 Dear Neighbor, 
  
 Our name is Jose M. and Hortencia Chavez and our family resides at 8050 San Jose Rd., El 

Paso, Texas 79915.  It has been brought to my attention that several persons whom reside in 
this community are concerned about what the future plans are for my property located off of 
Lafayette.  Our plans are to build three single family dwelling for our children.  Our daughter, 
Monica Esparza, her husband, Mike and child, Alyssa Mae, are currently building their home on 
8054 San Jose Rd., El Paso, Texas 79915.  Our son, Jose A. Chavez, his wife, Daisylin and 
child, Jo-Jo, have chosen a beautiful plan which will raise the value of everyone’s property.  We 
have two children who still reside with us, Daniel, age 17, and Moises, age 6, and it is our hope 
that we may some day build beautiful homes for them in our above mentioned property.    

 
 As you may know by now, it is our desire to improve our community and continue to build a 

beautiful environment.  As per your request, I have moved the dumpster, our drivers will no 
longer detour through Carpenter Street or honk their horn, and as soon as the irrigation season 
ends, we will replace the 18” pipe with a 24” pipe.  Again, we are doing this to improve this 
community’s way of living.    

 
 We write this letter in order to inform you of our plans.  Rest assured that we are not going to 

build apartments or duplexes.  You are more than welcome to drop by our office to view the 
prospective plans that our children have chosen so that you will have peace of mind that we are 
working with you to live in comfort and without concern.   

 
 Your attention and cooperation is greatly appreciated.   
 
 With respect, Jose M. Chavez and Hortencia Chavez  

 
 ACTION: Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba 

and unanimously carried (6-0).   
 
17.  ZON04-00087: A portion of Tract 1A, Section 31, Block 80, Township 1, Texas and Pacific 

Railroad Surveys 
 LOCATION: Sean Haggerty Drive East of McCombs Street 
 REQUEST: Parcel 1 - From:  R-3 (Residential); To:  A-2 (Apartment) 
  Parcel 2 - From:  R-3 (Residential), R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  R-3A 

(Residential)  
  Parcel 3 - From:  R-F (Ranch and Farm); To:  R-3A (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Parcel 1:  apartments 
  Parcel 2:  single-family residential development 
  Parcel 3:  single-family residential development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: EP Land Acquisition L.L.C. / Richard Aguilar 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Dorado Engineering, Inc. 
 DISTRICT: # 4  

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
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18. ZON04-00088: Lot A, Monte-Cito Addition No. 3 
 LOCATION: Northeast Corner of Mauer Drive and Gallagher Street 
 REQUEST: From:  R-3 (Residential); To:  R-3A (Residential) 
 PROPOSED USE: Single-family residential development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Carefree Land Company, L.P.  
 REPRESENTATIVE: Carlos Renteria 
 DISTRICT: # 7 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from R-3 (Residential) to R-3A (Residential) in order to permit single-family residential 
development.  Access is proposed via Gallagher Street and Mauer Drive.  There are no zoning 
conditions currently imposed on this property.  The Planning Department has received no calls or letters 
in support or opposition to this request.   
 
Carlos Renteria, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented.  
 

 ACTION: Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Dick Vorba 
and unanimously carried (5-0).   (Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
 

19. ZON04-00089: A portion of Hart Pre-Emption No. 2 
 LOCATION: 4017 N. Mesa Street 
 REQUEST: From:  A-2 (Apartment); To:  C-3 (Commercial) 
 PROPOSED USE: Commercial development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Mimco / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: Conde, Inc. 
 DISTRICT: # 1 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:  Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from A-2 (Apartment) to C-3 (Commercial) in order to permit commercial development.  Access 
is proposed via Mesa Street.  There are no zoning conditions currently imposed on this property.    The 
Planning Department has received no calls or letters in support or opposition to this request.  
 
Conrad Conde, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  
 
No opposition was presented. 
 

 ACTION: Motion made by John Neal to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by Daphne 
Hamilton and unanimously carried (5-0).   (Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
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20. ZON04-00090: Tract 2, Block 1, Upper Valley Surveys 
 LOCATION: Sunland Park Drive South at Doniphan Drive 
 REQUEST: From:  R-3 (Residential); To:  C-3 (Commercial) 
 PROPOSED USE: Hotel, restaurant, retail commercial development 
 OWNER/APPLICANT: Ben A. Lanford / Same 
 REPRESENTATIVE: David F. Etzold 
 DISTRICT: # 8 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  DCC approval as presented and subject to staff comments. 

   
SUMMARY:   Fred Lopez, Planning Department, noted that the applicant is requesting to rezone 
property from R-3 (Residential) to C-3 (Commercial) in order to permit a commercial development 
including a hotel, restaurants and retail.  The property is 9.1157 acres in size and is currently vacant.  
Access is proposed via Sunland Park Drive and Emory Road.  There are no zoning conditions currently 
imposed on this property.  The Planning Department has received no calls or letters in support or 
opposition to this request.  The Development Coordinating Committee recommends approval of this 
request with the following condition: that a detailed site development plan be reviewed and approved 
per the El Paso Municipal Code prior to building permits being issued. 
 
Commissioner John Neal noted that some of the requests don’t necessitate a C-3 zoning.  
 
Mr. Lopez replied that only the hotel requires a C-3 zoning and since the property owner does  not know 
the exact location of where a possible hotel would be, they recommended the entire property be 
rezoned to C-3.  
 
Commissioner Neal noted that the restaurant and the sales area don’t necessitate C-3, they could be 
satisfied with C-1 and C-2, and asked why they would zone the entire property C-3.   
 
David Etzold, Representative, agreed with staff recommendations.  Mr. Etzold noted that since they do 
not know where the hotel would be placed, they are asking for the entire area to be C-3.   
 
Sandy Galanters, Zach White Neighborhood Association, requested that the area be zoned C-1 and 
then at a later date when they know where the hotel would be located, they could ask for a C-3.   
 
Mr. Rudy Valdez replied that it is something that the commission could consider zoning a portion of the 
property to C-3 and the other to C-1 or C-2, or go along with the staff recommendation to C-3, or rezone 
the entire property C-1 or C-2 and have them come back at a later date for the C-3 portion.  
 
Ed Norton, co-owner of the State Line Restaurant, noted that he lives in Austin, Texas and in Austin 
they use a different process when granting a rezoning request.  A rezoning request actually has to have 
a site plan attached.  Mr. Norton stated that he is not opposed to the hotel, however he is opposed to 
some of the other uses that come under a C-3.   
 
Commissioner Gus Haddad asked if they could grant a C-3 with restricted uses.   
 
Mr. Valdez replied that in the past, they have restricted some or few of the uses, but they don’t want to 
prohibit too many uses because then it would say that C-3 is not appropriate.  
 
Mr. Etzold noted that he would probably convince the owner to go along with C-3 restricted uses.   
 
Commissioner Gus Haddad noted that the restrictions would be with Mr. Etzold’s consent, a convention 
center, a hotel, restaurant and retail activity.   
 
Mr. Etzold replied that it would be the other way around.  Mr. Etzold noted that they would agree to 
restrict the property to not have any other following: automotive repair garages, automobile or truck 
sales, motorcycle sales, bus sales and service, or storage, or rental and service, mobile home, travel 
trailer and recreational vehicle sales, display and repair; mobile home parks; and even apartment uses.   
 
ACTION: Motion made by Gus Haddad to approve C-3 with restricted uses of automotive repair 
garages, automobile or truck sales, motorcycle sales, bus sales and service, or storage, or rental 
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and service, mobile home, travel trailer and recreational vehicle sales, display and repair; mobile 
home parks; and even apartment uses, seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (5-0).  
(Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
 
Mr. Lopez noted that the opposition did not get a chance to rebuttal as far as those conditions. 
 
ACTION:  Motion made by Daphne Hamilton to reconsider, seconded John Neal and unanimously 
carried (5-0).  (Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
  
Ed Norton requested that they also restrict automobiles service station, car wash, fueling stations.   
 
Mr. David Etzold noted that those are all uses allow in C-1.  
 
Ed Norton said that he would not want to restrict those then.   
 
ACTION: Motion made by Gus Haddad to approve C-3 with restricted uses of automotive repair 
garages, automobile or truck sales, motorcycle sales, bus sales and service, or storage, or rental 
and service, mobile home, travel trailer and recreational vehicle sales, display and repair; mobile 
home parks; and even apartment uses, seconded by John Neal and unanimously carried (5-0).  
(Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
 

Discussion and Action on Ordinance Amendments: 
 
21. An Ordinance amending Title 19 (Subdivisions) of the El Paso Municipal Code, by amending Sections 

19.28.010 (Construction of Subdivision Improvements) to modify language concerning Extension 
Requests, and by Amending 19.28.020 (Guarantees) to modify language regarding required security 
ensuring completion of Subdivision Improvements when requesting extensions to complete same. 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
22. An Ordinance amending Title 19 (Subdivisions) of the El Paso Municipal Code, by amending Appendix 

“P” thereto (Subdivision Improvements Agreement and Guarantee) to increase submission 
requirements, clarify a subdivider’s ability to install street name signage prior to acceptance of 
subdivision improvements, and to clarify who the responsible individual or entity is for the cost of such 
improvements. 

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
23. An Ordinance amending Title 2 (Administration and Personnel), by adding a New Chapter 2.38 (Building 

and Standards Commission), Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code Section 54.033 to hear and 
determine cases concerning violations of Chapter 18.50 without further appeal to City Council.  The 
penalty being as provided in Section 2.38.110 of the Code.   

 
 SUMMARY: Tom Maguire, Building Permits and Inspections, gave a brief presentation on an Ordinance 

amending Title 2 (Administration and Personnel), by adding a New Chapter 2.38 (Building and 
Standards Commission), Pursuant to Texas Local Government Code Section 54.033 to hear and 
determine cases concerning violations of Chapter 18.50 without further appeal to City Council.  The 
penalty being as provided in Section 2.38.110 of the Code.   

 
 ACTION: Motion made by Dick Vorba to approve, subject to staff comments, seconded by John Neal 

and unanimously carried (5-0).   (Commissioner Ray Mancera left.) 
 
Other Business: 
 
24. Planning Report. 
 
25. Legal Report. 
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CITY PLAN COMMISSION HEARING 
ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 

 
Minutes 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Street Vacation Application: 
 
1. SV04009: Street Vacation – Being all of Ninth Avenue between Block 49 and 31, Campbell 

Addition.  (District 8) 
 
 ACTION: Motion made by Ray Mancera to postpone for two weeks (08/19/04); upon applicant’s 

request, seconded by Ruben Ponce and unanimously carried (6-0). 
 
  
 
The City Plan Commission Hearing adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 
 
            
     Rudy Valdez, Executive Secretary 
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