
 
 

CITY OF EL PASO TREE BOARD  
City Hall, 6th Floor 

2 Civic Center Plaza 
Monday, November 13, 2006 @ 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present       Members  Absent              Staff Present 
Eileen Karlsruher, Chairperson             Tammy Bendele  Barry Russell, Assist. Dir. 
John White                          Oscar Mestas                             for Parks 
Lewis Wright                           Lucy Martinez, Rec. Secret. 
David Morales            
Wynn Anderson                   Others Present: 
            Josette Flores, Assist. City  
          Attorney 
           Brent Pearson, Street Dept.                         
                    
                         
 
1. Motion made by John White to nominate Eileen Karlsruher for Chairperson of the 

Tree Board; Wynn Anderson seconds the motion; all in favor; motion carried.  Meeting 
called to order by Chairperson, Eileen Karlsruher at 3:40 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of minutes for September 11, 2006:  Motion to approve minutes made by Wynn 

Anderson; seconded by John White; all in favor; motion past unanimously. 
 
3. Update and Discussion of the Fall Arbor Day Celebration:  Brent Pearson, Street 

Department stated that Fall Arbor Day Celebration was successful with Television coverage.  
Barry Russell, Assistant Director for the Park’s Department suggests the Arbor Day 
Celebration should be moved to Saturday for better attendance. 

 
4. Update and Discussion on the Memorial Tree Program:  No additions as per Brent 

Pearson.  Barry Russell, Park’s Assistant Director stated that the Museum and Cultural 
Affairs Department will be placing a sculptured tree outside the Abraham Chavez Theater 
and people who donate to the Memorial Tree Program will have their names put on leaf 
plaques and dedicate the tree as the Memorial Tree Program. 

 
  



5. Update and Discussion on Pending Tree and Plant List:  Wynn Anderson stated that the 
list was being reduced under the assumption that it would apply only to City projects but a 
good number of the trees on the list apply only to City property.  Until the Landscape 
Ordinance is past by City Council it is unknown what list to work with. John White stated 
that the problem with in the Landscape Ordinance is that the word “shall” was removed and 
replaced with “may” in the Ordinance.  If the word “may” is used they can ignore the list 
altogether. Eileen Karlsruher suggested the Tree Board go before City Council when the 
Ordinance is presented and discuss the wording used.   

   
6. Discussion and Action on the Tree Care Ordinance:  Wynn Anderson stated that the Tree 

Care Ordinance was ready but was being held up until the Landscape Ordinance was 
presented.  The Tree Board has approved the tree list that is broad but is in question because 
of the wording (may instead of shall).  Eileen Karlsruher stated that the Tree Care Ordinance 
will be presented after the Landscape Ordinance.  No Action taken at this time. 

 
7. Update and Discussion on the Landscape Ordinance:  As per John White, the Landscape 

Ordinance has been past by the CPC and will be going to City Council.  Lewis Wright stated 
that the only hold up is that CPC wants a new account set up that any monies paid for 
Landscape does not go into a general fund it will go into a fund that Parks, Streets and other 
departments can draw out of for tree replacements. It will be going to City Council next. 

 
8. Open Comment Period:  Barry Russell discussed the positions open for members of the 

Tree Board and will be discussing this issue with the Park’s Director, Dr. Merrifield.   
 
9.  Motion to adjourn meeting made by Wynn Anderson; seconded by John White; all in 

favor; meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 


