
APPROVED 
TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE No. 5 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
10TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 

MARCH 13, 2008 
7:30 A.M. 

 
Board Members in attendance:    Board Members absent: 
Pauline Dow      Veronica Escobar (Excused) 
Bill Hooten      Ron Acton 
Marc Bernat      Art Fierro 
Bonnie Escobar     Hector Gutierrez (Excused) 
Rebecca Friesenhahn 
Frank Lopez 
Jesse Alvarez     Staff Members present: 
Jim Phillips      Kathy Dodson 
Keith Mahar      Verónica Rosales-Soto                                            
George Reynoso     Victor Venegas 
  `                                                Lisa Riley 
                        Sylvia Firth 
Members of the Public                    Marie Taylor                                             
Mike Bretinger                                  
Marvin Rosenbaum                                              
TJ Karam                  
Marcus Jahns      
Brent Harris                  
                                                

MINUTES 
 
Item 1: Call to order and establishment of a quorum  
 
The Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone No. 5 Board met at the above place and 
date. Meeting was called to order at 7:40 a. m. by Pauline Dow.  Roll call was 
taken by Lisa Riley and a quorum established. 
 
Item 2: Discussion and action approving the minutes for January 10, 2008. 
 
Motion to approve minutes made by George Reynoso, seconded by Keith Mahar 
and unanimously carried. 
 
Item 3: Discussion and action establishing a meeting schedule for the remainder 
of 2008  
Discussion on establishing a meeting schedule for the remainder of the year and 
hosting a retreat for the TIRZ Board, discuss the Phase II - Implementation 
Strategy, Downtown 2015 Plan and update on Downtown Projects 



Presented by Kathryn B. Dodson, PhD, Director of Economic Development 
 
Motion to approve holding the TIRZ Board on the second Thursday of every 
month to begin at 7:30 a.m. until the end of the year and Board members agreed 
to retreat/working session meeting on Thursday, May 8, 2008, between 4:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. with recommendation from Sylvia Firth, Legal Consultant, to hold 
retreat as a separate meeting for ease of minute taking and other logistics made 
by Bonnie S.Y. Escobar, seconded by Frank Lopez and unanimously carried. 
 
Item 4: Discussion and action establishing a policy on outside lobbying of TIRZ 
Board members 
 
Motion to approve accept the language change of the bylaws as it relates to 
outside lobbying of TIRZ Board members made by Marc Bernat, (I have 
George?)  seconded by Jim Phillips unanimously carried. 
 
Item 5:  Update on Downtown Projects 
Presented by T.J. Karam, The El Paso Project 
 
No action taken 
 
Item 6: Presentations Mills Plaza project, a revitalization project within the 
Downtown Plan area  
Presented by Brent Harris, Mills Plaza Properties 
 
No action taken 
 
Item 7: Staff Update and Reports on: 
 

A. TIRZ No. 5 Fund – First disbursement of funds 
B. Phase II – Implementation Strategy, Downtown 2015 Plan 
C. Incentive Programs for downtown area and Façade Grant Program 

 
Presented by Veronica Rosales-Soto  
 
No action was taken 
 
Item 8: Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn was made by Marc Bernat, seconded by Jesse Alvarez 
unanimously carried and meeting was adjourned at 9:17 a.m.  
 
Approved: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Recording Secretary  


