
APPROVED 

TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE No. 5 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
2nd Floor Council Chambers 

September 24, 2009 
7:30 A.M. 

 
Board Members in attendance:    Board Members absent: 
Bonnie S.Y. Escobar Art Fierro 
Rubén Torres Keith Mahar (Excused) 
George Reynoso Pauline Dow (Excused) 
Mike Murguia Jim Phillips 
Eduardo Castorena      Jesse Álvarez (Excused) 
Héctor Gutiérrez  
Rebecca Friesenhahn Staff Members present: 
Marc Bernat Kathy Dodson 
Verónica Escobar Verónica Rosales-Soto 
 Marie Taylor 
 Ernesto Gamboa 
 Diana Diaz 
 David Samaniego 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

1.  Call to order and establishment of a quorum Veronica Escobar 
The Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone No. 5 Board met at the above place 
and date.  Meeting was officially called to order at 7:40 a.m. by Veronica 
Escobar and a quorum established.  
 

2. Discussion & Action                                                              Veronica Escobar                          
A. Nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair                                                                       
B. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair                                                                          
Motion by Marc Bernat to keep the current Chair and Vice-Chair, seconded by 
Hector Gutierrez, and unanimously approved.                                                                          

3. Discussion & Action  Veronica Escobar 
Approving the meeting minutes for July 09, 2009. 
Motion by Hector Gutierrez to approve, seconded by Marc Bernat and unanimously 
approved. 
 

4.   Discussion & Action                 Chair 
 A. Rules of Order (By-laws) annual review and approval 

Staff recommended that an established quorum go from 8 (eight) to less 
and suggested that seven (7) be established as the new quorum number.  
Motion to established seven (7) as the new quorum number by Marc 
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Bernat and seconded by Hector Gutierrez and unanimously approved. 
Discussion about consulting the by-laws on what the policy is for 
attendance and absences followed. 
 

 B. Establishing Committees of the Board                                                                                                  
A Nominating Committee was established to assist the Mayor in selecting 
candidates to serve on Board. Motion to approve Committee by Bonnie 
Escobar, seconded by Mike Murguia unanimously approved.  

            The appointees for the Nominating Committee included Marc Bernat, 
Hector Gutierrez and Eduardo Castorena. Motion to approve appointees by 
Bonnie Escobar, seconded by Rebecca Friesenhahn and unanimously 
approved.  
The Finance Committee was revised and the members include Bonnie 
Escobar, Mike Murguia and Ruben Torres.  Motion to approve 
Committee and members by Rebecca Friesenhahn, seconded by Hector 
Gutierrez unanimously approved. 
The Project Review Committee was revised to evaluate projects as they 
come forward, and the members include Veronica Escobar, George 
Reynoso, Rebecca Friesenhahn and Hector Gutierrez. Motion to 
approve Committee and members by Hector Gutierrez, seconded by 
Bonnie Escobar unanimously approved.  
 

 C. Consider meeting schedule for FY2010 
Motion to maintain the meetings as current schedule was made by Marc 
Bernat and seconded by Eduardo Castorena, motion passes 
unanimously.  
 

5. Discussion and Action        Kathy Dodson 
Amending the Final Project Plan and Financing Plan to amend 
Project No. 2: First Avenue Lofts (Mixed-Use Residential) at 300 S. 
Florence as an eligible project for TIRZ funding to cover utility 
connection cost and increase TIRZ Funding allocation by 
approximately $22,000.  
Motion was made by Hector Gutierrez to recommend Project 
No. 2: First Avenue Lofts as an eligible project for TIRZ 
funding contingent upon the majority of the Project Review 
Committee agreeing to it, seconded by Veronica Escobar, 
motion passes unanimously.  

6. Presentations                                                                                     Kathy Dodson                           
A.  Double Tree Hotel                                                                                                         
Staff gave an update on the Double Tree Hotel. Staff informed about the new 
sidewalks and additional lighting.                                                                                      
B. Artspace, Inc. Market Study status                                                                                       
Staff gave an update on the Artspace project and their market study.                                        
C. New Markets Tax Credit Program status                                                                              
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Staff updated the Board on the New Markets Tax Credit consultant status as a 
contract will be going to Council on September 29.                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                 

7. Staff Update and Reports on  Kathy Dodson 
A. Incentive Programs 

        Staff updated Board members on the different incentives that apply to 
the TIRZ boundaries and the number of inquires that each program 
had over 2009. Staff informed about the Downtown investments since 
2006 and the new restaurants opened during 2009. Staff informed the 
Board on the Empowerment Zone Federal Micro Loan program Small 
business program and Empowerment Zone Commercial Façade 
program.  
B. TIRZ Fund Balance 
Staff gave an update on the final financial statement that is going to 
be used by the Finance Committee and TIRZ budget.  
C. Board Reappointments and vacancies  
No discussion.  

        D. Downtown related projects 
Staff gave a quick update on the new Sun Metro Terminal and the new 
restaurant inside the Art Museum that is being advertised.   

 
7.  Adjournment 

Motion made by Rebecca Friesenhahn, seconded by Bonnie Escobar and 
unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 a.m.  

 
 
Approved: _________________________Recording Secretary 


