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TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE No. 5 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

10TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
August 14, 2008 

7:30 A.M. 
 
Board Members in attendance:    Board Members absent: 
Veronica Escobar  Pauline Dow (Excused) 
Hector Gutierrez Jim Phillips  
Bill Hooten Jesse Alvarez 
Marc Bernat Art Fierro  
Bonnie S.Y. Escobar 
Rebecca Friesenhahn  
Keith Mahar Staff Members present: 
George Reynoso Kathy Dodson 
Mike Murguia (new board member) Verónica Rosales-Soto 
 Victor Venegas 
 Marie Taylor 
Members of the Public Renee Marquez 
Mike Breitinger Rick Madrid 
Isela Robison                                                      Luci Ponticelli 
TJ Karam  
 

MINUTES 
 

1.  Call to order and establishment of a quorum Veronica Escobar 
The Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone No. 5 Board met at the above place and 
date.  Meeting was officially called to order at 7:42 a.m. by Veronica Escobar and a 
quorum established.  Veronica Escobar recognized new board member Mike 
Murguia who was appointed by Thomason Hospital.  

2.  Discussion & Action Veronica Escobar 
Approving the meeting minutes for July 10, 2008.  
Motion to approve by Marc Bernat, seconded by Keith Mahar and unanimously 
carried. 

3.  Discussion & Action Veronica Escobar 
 Establishing Committees of the Board 

The board created a Finance Committee consisting of 3 board members:  Mike 
Murguia, Bill Hooten and Bonnie S.Y. Escobar.  Also a project committee will be 
created at a later Board meeting to evaluate projects as they come forward, and the 
members who expressed interest on serving on that committee include Veronica 
Escobar, Keith Mahar and Hector Gutierrez.  

4.   Presentation                 Kathy Dodson & OMB Staff 
 A. Budget and Accounting process & procedures 

Kathy Dodson gave an overview of the Economic Development Department budget. 
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 B.  Report on TIRZ No. 5 valuations and 2008 Certified 
Values from Central Appraisal District 

Staff presented a report on the 2008 values from the Central Appraisal District. 
 C.  Proposed Budgeting Timeline for TIRZ No. 5 Fund and 

Formal Requests for revenue deposit    
Item referred to the Finance Committee for consideration. 

5.  Discussion & Action Kathy Dodson 
 A.  Phase II – Implementation Plan Funding Payment from 

TIRZ No. 5 Fund as approved by City Council 
Motion made by Bonnie S.Y. Escobar to recommend to OMB to reduce the re-
payment of $50,000 to $25,000.  It was seconded by Hector Gutierrez, Bill Hooten 
opposed, and the motion passed.  

 B.  Reconsideration of Recommendation to City Council on 
TIRZ Funding Request to continue the City/DMD Façade 
Grant Program - $50,000 

Rebecca Friesenhahn made a motion to table the item for a month, Hector Gutierrez 
seconded, and it passed unanimously.  

6.  Staff Update and Reports on Kathy Dodson  
A. TIRZ No. 5 Fund- Budget Balance 
Staff went over the remaining fund balance which is $111,520.00 
B.  Board Vacancies 
Frank Lopez resigned from the board, creating a vacancy.  A recommendation to 
seek a non-profit organization representative to be appointed by the mayor and city 
council was made.  
C.  Wall Street Journal Article on Downtown Redevelopment 
Article written by the Wall Street Journal about El Paso’s downtown redevelopment 
was provided in the packet 
D.  Marketing the Golden Horseshoe downtown shopping district  
Mike Breitinger, DMD, presented his idea to promote downtown, by creating a 
downtown shopping area, where it can attract tourists to help downtown 
businesses. The Golden Horseshoe Shopping District will be an area branded as a 
tourist destination. 

7.  Update on Downtown Projects                          Kathy Dodson 
 A.  300 S. Florence 

TJ Karam presented his mixed-use residential building, and requested TIRZ board 
funding for some public improvements in conjunction with the side entrance to the 
building.  He stated any amount would help, but requested $50,000 for the sidewalk 
adjacent to his building. Total cost for his project is between $2.2- $2.5 million.  

8.  Adjournment.    Meeting was officially adjourned at 9:25 a.m.  
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Recording Secretary 


