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 Enforcement of Title 7: Litter Permits and Sale of Animals

 Mandatory spay/neuter of all animals sold at pet stores

 Differential Licensing



DID YOU KNOW?  From January through October 2009:

Over 18,000 animals were impounded. 

Over 14,000 animals were killed.

There are an estimated 400,000 stray animals in our community.  

Title 7 is the local ordinance that assists Animal Services and is primarily related to rabies control and prevention as 

well as pet care. Title 7 is what gives the Health Authority and Veterinarian Officer their authority to enforce certain 

aspects of the ordinance related to rabies, registration, nuisance conditions, animal care standards and dangerous 

dogs. 

BREEDING AND SELLING:

What is the breeding regulation?

Any person that allows a female dog or cat to breed will be required to pay a $75.00 annual litter permit fee for each 

female dog or cat and be allowed up to two litters a year per animal (accidents or planned, professional or non-

professional, mixed-breed or purebred). You have 10 days after the birth of a litter to get a permit. Regulated 

breeding will help prevent the thousands of unwanted animals born each year. Puppies and kittens not purchased or 

given away may be later abandoned, neglected or treated cruelly. 

Can I sell animals on the roadside?

It is unlawful to sell, trade, barter, lease, rent, give away or display for a commercial purpose any animal on any 

roadside, public right-of-way, commercial parking lot, or at any flea market or festival. A seller's permit and proper 

zoning requirements must be met before selling animals. 



Red dots identify animal sales within our community.





ADVERTISING OF ANIMALS FOR SALE

 Print Media
El Paso Times
Thrifty Nickel
Flyers

 Websites:
El Paso Times.com
Craigslist
KFOX classifieds
Lycos.com















Within a 30 day period, the El Paso Times Classified Department published 65

dogs/puppy ads, and 4 cat/kitten ads. Based on the statics published by the National

Humane Society of America, assuming that each ad only advertised one pet for sale

and not a litter of puppies or kittens the community of El Paso will reproduce:

4,355,000 puppies in six years 

1,680,000 kittens in seven years.

The numbers above only represent the estimated number of animals that could

potentially reproduce based on the number of classified ads in the El Paso Times

within a thirty day period. It is important to note that there are hundreds of pets being

sold in addition to what is advertised in the El Paso Times.

PET OVERPOPULATION 



The most recent statistics available via the Ft. Bliss website:

In 2002, the Animal Control section registered 3,063 animals, 
investigated 319 bite cases, captured & released 275 wild animals, 
and collected 382 stray animals. 

This data is eight years old, it is assumed that there were less than 
10,000 soldiers at Ft. Bliss at the time.

Today it is estimated that by 2012, Ft. Bliss will have more than 
37,000 soldiers.

Based on the 2002 data, it is estimated that in 2012 their will be 
11,000 registered animals, 1,100 bite cases, and approximately 1,400 
stray animals.

Is Ft. Bliss prepared to handle the potential animal welfare issues?

Source: Ft. Bliss website



Animal Services responded to almost 2,200 bite investigations, 767 animals 
quarantined, 394 aggressive animals, 35,993 officer activities, and 111,381 
calls to the shelter were conducted from January through October 2009. 

Goal: 
To regulate and control zoonotic diseases and protect animal welfare 
through enforcement of state and local ordinances. 

Activities: 
 Patrol problematic areas for stray animals 

 Impound stray animals 

 Respond to complaints of animal bites and stray animals 

 Investigate reported cases of animal neglect or abuse 

 Issue animal permits 

 Provide adoption services 

 Provide spay/neuter surgeries for adopted animals

Source: City of El Paso Website



Field Services 
Each day field officers patrol the community of 1,058 square miles with a population of 

755,085. Five to Six Officers are on duty from 7:30 A.M. to 9:30 P.M. daily with 

emergency services provided at other times by an on-call officer. 

Field officers respond to the following service requests: 

 patrol requests and capturing of biting, vicious, disease, loose and stray animals 

 stray dogs and cats, pick up 

 owner release dogs and cats (if unlicensed a fee will apply) 

 animal pick-ups 

 cruelty investigations 

 vicious animal complaints 

 animal bites 

 barking dog complaints 

 injured animal rescues 

 pet license sales 

 requests for animal traps to capture nuisance stray pets 

 assistance for law enforcement calls 

 leash law violations 

 loose livestock 



Definition of an Animal Control Officer

Wikipedia:

(March 2008) An animal control officer may be an employee of, or a contractor to, a 
municipality, that is charged with the responsibility of responding to calls for service 
ranging from stray animals to investigations of cruelty to animals and dog fighting, and 
bringing them to a compound or animal shelter, where the animals are held for a 
certain time before being returned to their owners, put up for adoption, released back 
into the wild, or euthanized. Animal control departments are also responsible for 
investigating incidents of human contact with both wild and domestic animals, such as 
bites. They may work with Health Departments, police departments, sheriffs 
departments or parks and recreation departments.

Health and Safety Code: Title 10. Health and Safety of Animals, Chapter 829. 
Animal Control Officer Training; Sec. 829.001. Definitions. 

(1) “Animal control officer” means a person who: 

(A) is employed, appointed, or otherwise engaged primarily to enforce 
laws related to animal control; and 

(B) is not a peace officer.



Based on the above information; 

1 Animal Services Officer (ACO) responds to 5,998 call 
per year on average, not including follow up calls. 

Approximately 19 calls per day, primarily responding to 
bite cases, aggressive animals, animals in traps, wild 
life, abuse/cruelty cases, stray animals.

Clearly Animal Services needs assistance. And  based 
on the definition of the Texas Health and Safety Code, 
is it an ACO’s primary responsibility to enforce our City 
Ordinance?



The only way the community of El Paso can control the pet overpopulation problem is to 
spay/neuter and enforce the Title 7 ordinance. 

In order to effectively enforce the current ordinance we need the assistance of many of our 
community partners to include:

1. EPPD
2. Ft. Bliss
3. Business owners
4. The El Paso Times and other print media/advertising publications
5. Volunteer canvassing

The committee estimates that more than 60,000 animals will be housed in shelters this 
coming year with an average daily shelter count in excess of 500 animals. Despite great 
strides to increase the adoption and redemption rates, there remain very few post-impound 
strategies capable of dealing with this number of apparently unwanted pets. 

As the City’s pet population continues to grow, due to the economy, the deployment of 
soldiers and the continued back yard breeding there is simply not enough shelter space to 
house this surplus. The Committee’s solution is to decrease the population of unwanted pets 
through a multi-pronged approach. 

1.  Existing low cost spay/neuter program
2.  Differential Licensing
3.  Mandatory spay/neuter of all pets sold
4.  Revisions and enforcement of Title 7

Of the 18,945 stray pets that were impounded from January through October 2009, only
1,625 (11%) were reclaimed by their owners, leading to 14,158 (75%) euthanized.



PROPOSAL 

The Animal Welfare Advisory committee proposes that the Legislative Review 

Committee assist in the following:

1. Prohibit all print publication, online publications/websites, or any other form of 

advertisement agency advertising to the public the availability of dogs or cats for 

sale or adoption without displaying the city required litter permit number.

2. Differential licensing: annual licensing fee of $10.00 for an altered animal and 

$50.00 for an unaltered animal.

3. Mandatory spay/neuter of all animals sold at pet stores.


