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Mass Transit Funding

For airports that receive, or have received, Federal assistance, revenues 

generated by the airport may be used only for the capital or operating 

costs of:

• The airport

• The local airport system

• Other local facilities owned or operated by the airport owner or 

operator, and directly and substantially related to the air transportation 

of passengers or property.  

(49 USC 47107(b), 47133)



Mass Transit Funding

The use of airport funds for a project that would be used to some degree 

by non-airport passengers is permitted, but is limited in two ways:

• Airport funds cannot be used for portions of the project that are not 

necessary for the purpose of serving airport passengers.

• Airport funds must be prorated to airport use, i.e., for portions of the 

project used by both airport and non-airport passengers, airport funds 

to be used for the project cannot exceed a portion of total project 

funding greater than the project percentage of total use of the airport 

by airport passengers.

Use of Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) fees requires Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) approval at the Federal, not regional, level



Mass Transit Funding

September 2010, EPIA staff conducted a survey of other airports 

regarding funding of BRT/Light Rail Stations on airport properties.

No airports contributed to BRT projects

Four airports that responded to survey paid for portions of rail projects:  

Portland, Minneapolis, San Francisco, & John F. Kennedy.  In all cases, 

contributions were reserved for portions of project that were on airport 

property.  DFW’s response is that they will build and pay for all rail 

stations on airport property as rail is extended to the airport.

Surveys of individuals currently utilizing bus service to EPIA have shown 

that, on average, five to six individuals board the bus at the terminal and 

three to four individuals get off a bus at the terminal on a daily basis; 

about half of those individuals appeared to have luggage.



Mass Transit Funding

Access by Intercity Buses.  The airport owner or operator will permit, to 

the maximum extent practicable, intercity buses or other modes or 

transportation to have access to the airport; however, it has no obligation 

to fund special facilities for intercity buses or for other modes of 

transportation.

(FAA Airport Sponsor Grant Assurance No. 36)
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