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1.  Project History 

1994 - 2011 
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1994 1999 2003 

• I-10 West Corridor Major 
Investment Study (MIS) 

 Study Area: I-10 from New 
 Mexico state line to US 54 

 Description: Study of multi-
 modal solutions as  
 alternatives for I-10 
 congestion 

 Result: Recommended a 4 
 lane alternative to complete 
 Loop 375 as most viable  
 alternate route for I-10.   

 

1994 
• Value Engineering Study 

 Study Area: US 85 to Loop 
 375 

 Description: Evaluated 
 improvements to  extend 
 Loop 375 as an alternative 
 route for I-10 

 Result: Recommended four-
 lane elevated facility 

PROJECT TIMELINE 
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• House Bill  (HB) 3588/ 
TxDOT Minute Order 
109519 

 Signed into law in 2003 

 Required all controlled 
 access  and new location 
 facilities at any stage of 
 development or 
 construction to be 
 evaluated for toll viability 
 before traditional tax-based 
 funding is  considered or 
 allocated 

 

1999 
 

2003 



PROJECT TIMELINE (cont.) 

2005 2006 

Comprehensive Mobility Plan Development 
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• I-10 Southern Relief Route (SRR) 
Conceptual Toll Feasibility 
Study 

 Study Area: I-10 from New 
 Mexico state line to US 85; along 
 US 85 to Loop 375; along Loop 
 375 to I-10 East 

 Description: Building on the 
 previous study and HB 3588, this 
 study evaluated express toll lanes 

 Result: Determined that Loop 
 375 Border Highway West 
 Segment was the most effective, 
 highest priority route for  improving 
 delays & vehicle miles traveled;  
 with strong toll viability but still a 
 gap in funding 

I-10 Southern Relief Route (SRR) 
Mobility and Funding Study 

Study Area: I-10 from New Mexico 
state line to US 85; along US 85 to 
Loop 375; along Loop 375 to I-10 
East 

Description: Building on the 2005 
SRR study, this next study 
enhanced conceptual plans to 
obtain more accurate cost 
estimates and traffic projections 

Result: SRR showed improved toll 
viability but still a gap in funding 

• Loop 375 César Chávez (Border 
Highway West) Extension Route 
Study 

 Study Area: US 85 near NM 273 
 to Park St. 

 Description: Developed and 
 evaluated alternatives to connect 
 Loop 375 to US 85 

 Result: Recommendations that 
 included an elevated roadway with 
 the option of depressed sections 
 at the international bridges 

 

2005 
 

2006 



PROJECT TIMELINE (cont.) 

2007 2008 
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Comprehensive Mobility Plan Development 

• Loop 375 César Chávez (Border Highway West Extension) 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

 Study Area:  I-10 from Mesa Street (SH 20) to US 54 

 Description:  Building on the previous studies, this EIS 
 incorporated previously identified alternatives into the 
 environmental process to obtain environmental clearance and 
 advance the project as a tolled or non-tolled facility 

 Project study area at this time focused on one corridor along     
 the border 

 Universe and Preliminary Alternatives  included this corridor 

 Held Public Scoping Meetings #1 

 

• The Camino Real Regional Mobility Authority (CRRMA) was 
formed 

 

 

 

 

2007 
BEGINNING OF  CURRENT PROJECT • Project put on hold during 

negotiations between TxDOT and 
CRRMA on responsibilities for 
advancing the project 

• Comprehensive Mobility Plan (CMP) 

 The El Paso Metropolitan 
 Planning  Organization (MPO),  
 City of El Paso, TxDOT,  CRRMA, 
 and Sun Metro adopted the CMP 

 CMP included the proposed 
 Border Highway West Extension  
 Project as a toll project to be operated 
 and maintained by the CRRMA 

  

 

2008 



2007 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
UNIVERSE OF ALTERNATIVES  

• No Build 
• Mass Transit 
• Transportation Systems Management (TSM) 
• Tolled / Non-tolled upgraded/new location facility 

– Convert US 85 to controlled access 
– Complete gap between US 85 and LP 375 terminus 

downtown 
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2007 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
NON-TOLLED CONCEPTS 
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2007 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS 
TOLLED CONCEPTS 
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PROJECT TIMELINE (cont.) 

2007 2008 
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Comprehensive Mobility Plan Development 

• Loop 375 César Chávez (Border Highway West Extension) 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

 Study Area:  I-10 from Mesa Street (SH 20) to US 54 

 Description:  Building on the previous studies, this EIS 
 incorporated previously identified alternatives into the 
 environmental process to obtain environmental clearance and 
 advance the project as a tolled or non-tolled facility 

 Project study area at this time focused on one corridor along     
 the border 

 Universe and Preliminary Alternatives  included this corridor 

 Held Public Scoping Meetings #1 

 

• The Camino Real Regional Mobility Authority (CRRMA) was 
formed 

 

 

 

• Project put on hold during 
negotiations between TxDOT and 
CRRMA on responsibilities for 
advancing the project 

• Comprehensive Mobility Plan (CMP) 

 The El Paso Metropolitan 
 Planning  Organization (MPO),  
 City of El Paso, TxDOT,  CRRMA, 
 and Sun Metro adopted the CMP 

 CMP included the proposed 
 Border Highway West Extension  
 Project as a toll project to be operated 
 and maintained by the CRRMA 

  

 

2007 
BEGINNING OF  CURRENT PROJECT 

 

2008 



PROJECT TIMELINE (cont.) 

2010 2011 11 

• Mission 2035 Metropolitan 
 Transportation Plan (MTP) 

 The El Paso MPO adopts the 
 Mission 2035 MTP, which 
 includes portions of the 
 proposed project 

• Loop 375 Border Highway 
West Extension Project – 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 

 Current EIS restarted 

 Project limits increased to 
 potentially incorporate new 
 alternative routes utilizing the 
 ASARCO and CEMEX
 properties  

• Loop 375 Border Highway 
West Extension Project – 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 

 Shift in funding source from 
 Federal to State funding 

 Modified study area and limits
 to reflect 3 independent projects  

 

1. Border Highway West 
2. Schuster Ave Extension 
3. I-10/US 85 Collector / 

Distributor (CD) Lanes 

 Preliminary and recommended  
 reasonable alternatives 
 presented at Public Scoping 
 Meeting #2 

 Preparation of Draft EIS 

2009 

 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2009 
ASARCO Trustee allocated $52 
million for remediation of 
smelter facility 

 



RECENT CONSIDERATIONS 

December 2009 
• ASARCO allocated $52 million for remediation 
• Project Navigator designated as ASARCO 

Trustee 
April 2010 
 City of El Paso and TxDOT kicked off “Plan and 

Code” study for former ASARCO and CEMEX 
properties – opens up new route alternatives for 
a portion of the project length 
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Former 
ASARCO 

Property 
Plan & Code 
Study Limits 

CEMEX 

Former  
ASARCO 

Consultant:   
Dover, Kohl & Associates 

N
or

th
 

ASARCO REDEVELOPMENT 
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NEW ALTERNATIVES 

• Previously only one route option available 
• ASARCO Redevelopment provided the opportunity 

to look at a full-range of engineering alternatives 
and routes 
– At-grade (boulevard, super-street, etc.) 
– Elevated 
– Depressed 
– Tunnel 
– Interchanges at major cross-streets 
– Maintain access to existing facilities 
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2.  Study Area & Limits 
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STUDY MAP 

Original 
Study 
Limits 
 
Mesa St. to 
Fonseca Dr. 
Approx. 16 miles 



Accelerated Stand-Alone Projects 

       
   De-federalization Process – Reissue Notice of Intent 

         State-Funding to Accelerate Delivery 
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Schuster Avenue 
Extension Project 

State CE 

I-10 Collector-Distributor 
Project 

FHWA CE 

BHW Extension 
Project 

State EIS 

Original Border Highway West 
Extension Project 



Accelerated Stand-Alone Projects 
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Accelerated Stand-Alone Projects 
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STUDY MAP 

New  
Study 
Limits 
 
Park St. to 
Racetrack Dr. 
Approx. 8 miles 



PROJECT TIMELINE (cont.) 

2010 2011 21 

• Mission 2035 Metropolitan 
 Transportation Plan (MTP) 

 The El Paso MPO adopts the 
 Mission 2035 MTP, which 
 includes portions of the 
 proposed project 

• Loop 375 Border Highway 
West Extension Project – 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 

 Current EIS restarted 

 Project limits increased to 
 potentially incorporate new 
 alternative routes utilizing the 
 ASARCO and CEMEX
 properties  

• Loop 375 Border Highway 
West Extension Project – 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) 

 Shift in funding source from 
 Federal to State funding 

 Modified study area and limits
 to reflect 3 independent projects  

 

1. Border Highway West 
2. Schuster Ave Extension 
3. I-10/US 85 Collector / 

Distributor (CD) Lanes 

 Preliminary and recommended  
 reasonable alternatives 
 presented at Public Scoping 
 Meeting #2 

 Preparation of Draft EIS 

2009 

 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2009 
ASARCO Trustee allocated $52 
million for remediation of 
smelter facility 

 



MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSTRAINTS 

• Historic Properties, Structures & Districts 
• American and Franklin Canal Systems 
• Hazardous Materials Sites 
• Right-of-Way Constraints / U.S. Border Security 
• Water Resources  
• Noise and Air Quality 
• Socio-Economic & Environmental Justice 
• Railroads, Rail Yards 
• Aesthetics 
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A  PROPOSED SOLUTION 

• The proposed Loop 375 Border Highway West 
Extension Project would extend from Park St. to 
Racetrack Dr. (Downtown to Sunland Park Dr.) 

• State-funded EIS 
• Four-lane controlled access toll facility to connect Loop 

375 to US 85 

• New right-of-way required 

• Estimated range of cost: $300-$600 million 

• All current non-tolled lanes would remain non-tolled; 
only newly-constructed lanes as toll 
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3.  Public Scoping Meeting  

Thursday, December 8th 
Overview of the boards in the order they 

were shown at the Public Scoping 
Meeting 
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STEP ONE 

OVERVIEW 







Existing Loop 375 Segments 

Segment Limits Year of Completion 

Americas Avenue I-10 to Zaragoza Road 1966 

Woodrow Bean 
Transmountain Road US 54 to I-10 1969 

Joe Battle Boulevard I-10 to US 62/180 1975 

Border Highway (now known 
as César Chávez Highway) 

From downtown El Paso to 
Zaragoza Road 1976 

Purple Heart Memorial 
Highway US 62/180 to US 54  1994 











STEP TWO 

YESTERDAY 















STEP THREE 

TODAY 

























STEP FOUR 

TOMORROW 







STEP FIVE 

CONTEXT SENSITIVE 
SOLUTIONS PROCESS 

 





















Questions? 
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